
St. Paul Middle School 

  2018 Summer Reading Program 

6th Grade 
 

The summer reading requirement for 6th grade is 3 books. You MUST select 

ONE book from set A.  The other two books can be OF YOUR CHOOSING. 
Set B is simply a recommended list of books that have won awards or have 

been highly recommended by librarians and students around the country. You 

are not limited to books in set B.  If you choose a book for set B that is not on this list, simply get it approved by 

Mrs. Hartwig and write that title in the space provided. Books have to be Middle Grade level.   A story map (which 

is attached) must be completed for ALL THREE titles and turned in to your literature teacher when school begins 

in August. 

 

If you need book approval or have additional questions please email me anytime through the summer at 

ahartwig@stpaulnky.org 

 

Entering 6th Grade 
Set A: Choose 1 

◻ The Egypt Game by Zilpha Keatley Snyder  
o Melanie and April turn a deserted lot into an imaginary Egypt where they spend many hours enacting 

rituals and consulting oracles, but there are real dangers and problems lurking outside their make-believe 
world that almost bring their game to a disastrous end. 

 
◻ Mara, Daughter of the Nile 

o Mara is a proud and beautiful slave girl who yearns for freedom. In order to gain it, she finds herself 
playing the dangerous role of double spy for two arch enemies - each of whom supports a contender for 
the throne of Egypt. 
 

◻ The Journal of Nakht 
o Nine-year-old Nakht, has just moved with his family to bustling Memphis, where his father has a 

prestigious new job. As Nakht takes up his own (often boring) lessons, little does he know that he and his 
sister, Tamyt, will soon stumble upon a sinister plot involving the robbing of nearby tombs — and will 
actually catch the high-ranking mastermind at a banquet inside their own house! As a reward, the siblings 
are invited to the royal palace in Thebes to meet none other than King Hatshepsut, whom they are 
shocked to discover is a woman — one of few female kings in ancient Egyptian history.  
 

◻ Kane Chronicles by Rick Riordan  - if you’ve read the first one the second or third can be read  
o Ever since the gods of Ancient Egypt were unleashed in the modern world, Carter Kane and his sister 

Sadie have been in trouble.  Narrated in two different wisecracking voices, and featuring a large cast of 
unforgettable characters, the Kane Chronicles is a great match for Percy Jackson fans and those who love 
to watch Mythology come to life. 
 

 

Set B:  Choose 2 
NEWBERY AWARD WINNERS 

◻ The One and Only Ivan by Katherine Applegate(ALSO A NEWBERY WINNER) 
o Inspired by the true story of a captive gorilla known as Ivan, told from the point of view of Ivan himself. 

Having spent twenty-seven years behind the glass walls of his enclosure in a shopping mall, Ivan has 
grown accustomed to humans watching him. He hardly ever thinks about his life in the jungle. But when 
he meets Ruby, a baby elephant taken from the wild, he is forced to see their home, and his art, through 
new eyes. 

 
◻ Flora and Ulysses:  the Illuminated Adventures by Kate DiCamillo 

o  A girl named Flora and a squirrel named Ulysses, whose life was saved by Flora after he was involved 
in an incident with a vacuum cleaner, team up to use Ulysses' superpowers to conquer villains and 
protect the weak. 
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REALISTIC FICTION 

◻ Out of My Mind by Sharon Draper  
o Considered by many to be mentally challenged, a brilliant, impatient fifth-grader with cerebral palsy 

discovers a technological device that will allow her to speak for the first time. 
 

◻ Skink: No Surrender by Carl Hiaasen  
o With the help of an eccentric ex-governor, a teenage Richard searches for his missing cousin in the Florida 

wilds. There are a million places she could be, a million unpleasant fates that might have befallen her, but 
one thing is certain: in the Florida swamp, justice is best served wild. 

 
◻ The Origami Yoda series by Tom Angleberger 

o Not so long ago, in a middle school not so far away, a sixth grader named Dwight folded an origami finger 
puppet of Yoda. For class oddball Dwight, this wasn’t weird. It was typical Dwight behavior. But 
what is weird is that Origami Yoda is uncannily wise and prescient. He can predict the date of a pop quiz, 
guess who stole the classroom Shakespeare bust, and save a classmate from popularity-crushing 
embarrassment with some well-timed advice.  

 
◻ Paperboy by Vince Vawter 

◻ When an 11-year-old boy takes over a friend’s newspaper route in July, 1959, in Memphis, his debilitating 
stutter makes for a memorable month.  A run-in with the neighborhood junkman stirs up real trouble and 
puts the boy’s life as well as that of his family’s devoted housekeeper in danger. 
 

◻ Surviving the Applewhites   by Stephanie Tolan 
o Jake, a budding juvenile delinquent, is sent for home schooling to the arty and eccentric Applewhite 

family's Creative Academy, where he discovers talents and interests he never knew he had. 
 

◻ Waiting for Normal by Leslie Connor 
o Twelve-year-old Addie tries to cope with her mother's erratic behavior and being separated from her 

beloved stepfather and half-sisters when she and her mother go to live in a small trailer by the railroad 
tracks on the outskirts of Schenectady, New York. 
 

◻ Defiance by Valerie Hobbs 
o While vacationing in the country, eleven-year-old Toby, a cancer patient, learns some important lessons 

about living and dying from an elderly poet and her cow. 
 

◻ Small as An Elephant  
o Abandoned by his mother in an Acadia National Park campground, Jack tries to make his way back to                  

Boston before anyone figures out what is going on, with only a small toy elephant for company. 
 

◻ Chomp by Carl Hiassen 
o The difficult star of the reality television show, "Expedition Survival," disappears on location in the Florida                

Everglades, where they were filming animals from the wildlife refuge run by Wahoo Crane's family, and                
Wahoo and classmate Tuna Gordon set out to find him, but they must avoid Tuna's gun-happy father. 

 
 

HISTORICAL FICTION 
◻ Curses and Smoke: A Novel of Pompeii by Vicky AlvearSchecter 

o Tagus is a medical slave who wants be a gladiator, Lucia is the daughter of Tag's owner and betrothed to 
an older man, and the two teenagers are in love with each other--but it is the year 79 and soon Vesuvius 
will alter their lives forever. 

 
◻ Esperanza Rising by Pam Munoz Ryan 

o Esperanza and her mother are forced to leave their life of wealth and privilege in Mexico to go work in 
the labor camps of Southern California, where they must adapt to the harsh circumstances facing 
Mexican farm workers on the eve of the Great Depression. 
 

◻ Catherine Called Birdy by Karen Cushman 
o The thirteen-year-old daughter of an English country knight keeps a journal in which she records the 



events of her life, particularly her longing for adventure beyond the usual role of women and her efforts 
to avoid being married. 
 

◻ A Long Walk to Water by Linda Sue Park 
o When the Sudanese civil war reaches his village in 1985, eleven-year-old Salva becomes separated from 

his family and must walk with other Dinka tribe members through southern Sudan, Ethiopia, and Kenya in 
search of safe haven. Based on the life of Salva Dut, who, after emigrating to America in 1996, began a 
project to dig water wells in Sudan. 
 

◻ The Great Trouble:  A Mystery of London, the Blue Death and a Boy Called Eel by Deborah Hopkinson 
o Eel, an orphan, and his best friend Florrie, must help Dr. John Snow prove how cholera is spread when an 

epidemic sweeps across their London neighborhood in 1854.  
 

◻ The Lions of Little Rock by Kristin Levine 
o Twelve-year-old Marlee develops a strong friendship with Liz, the new girl in school, but when Liz 

suddenly stops attending school and Marlee hears a rumor that her friend is actually an African-American 
girl passing herself off as white, the two young girls must decide whether their friendship is worth taking 
on integration and the dangers it could bring to their families. 
 

FANTASY 
◻ 1) Call of the Wildor 2) White Fangby Jack London (unabridged) 

o 1) Buck, a dog that has been forced into the harsh life of a sled dog, befriends a man seeking his 
fortune in the Klondike gold fields, and must ultimately decide whether to stay with his master or 
obey his instinct to join the wolves. 2) White Fang was written as the companion book toThe Call of 
the Wild. Seen through the eyes of White Fang--who is half dog, half wolf--the story follows the 
creature as he is forced to endure a series of harsh environments that turn him from his youthful 
innocence to mad-dog cruelty. That is, until a young man comes along and offers kindness and 
friendship. But friendship is something that White Fang doesn't understand...yet.  

 
◻ True Blue Scouts of Sugar Man Swamp by Kathi Appelt  

o Twelve year old Chap Brayburn, the ancient Sugar Man, and the raccoon brother Swam Scouts Bingo 
and J’miah try to save Bayou Tourterelle from feral pigs Clydine and Buzzie, greedy Sunny Boy 
Beaucoup and world class alligator wrestler and would-be land developer Jaeger Stitch.  

 
SCIENCE FICTION 

◻ A Wrinkle in Time by Madeline L’Engle 
o Meg Murry, her brother Charles, and their friend Calvin, embark on a journey through space and time, 

assisted by three otherworldly women, when they set out to find Meg's father, a physicist who 
disappeared while experimenting with time travel. 
 

◻ Running Out of Time by Margaret Peterson Haddix  
o When a diphtheria epidemic hits her 1840 village, thirteen-year-old Jessie discovers it is actually a 1995 

tourist site under unseen observation by heartless scientists, and it's up to Jessie to escape the village and 
save the lives of the dying children. 
 

MYSTERY 
◻ Shakespeare’s Secret by Elise Broach 

o Named after a character in a Shakespeare play, misfit sixth-grader Hero becomes interested in exploring 
this unusual connection because of a valuable diamond supposedly hidden in her new house, an 
intriguing neighbor, and the unexpected attention of the most popular boy in school. 

 
◻ The Secret Hum of a Daisy by Tracy Holczer 

o After 12-year-old Grace's mother's sudden death, Grace is forced to live with a grandmother she's never 
met. Then she discovers clues in a mysterious treasure hunt--one that will help her find her true home. 

 
◻ Death Cloud (Sherlock Holmes: the Legend Begins) by Andrew Lane 

o It is the summer of 1868, and Sherlock Holmes is fourteen. On break from boarding school, he is staying 
with eccentric strangers—his uncle and aunt—in their vast house in Hampshire. When two local people 
die from symptoms that resemble the plague, Holmes begins to investigate what really killed them, 



helped by his new tutor, an American named Amyus Crowe. 
 

SPORTS FICTION 
◻ The Girl Who Threw Butterflies by Mike Cochrane 

o Eighth-grader Molly's ability to throw a knuckleball earns her a spot on the baseball team, which not only 
helps her feel connected to her recently deceased father, who loved baseball, it helps in other aspects of 
her life, as well. 
 

◻ The Brooklyn Nine:  A Novel in Nine Innings by Alan Gratz 
o In 1845, Felix Schneider crafts a baseball from the burned remains of his leather shoes and vows to “find 

a way to get back in the game” after damaging his legs in a fire.  His son, Louis, carries this baseball as a 
god luck charm throughout his service in the Civil War, then trades it for a Confederate soldier’s 
homemade bat after the two bond over baseball.  The bat will eventually be lost, but a love of baseball 
will connect nine consecutive generations of this Brooklyn family. 
 

◻ Samurai Shortstop by Alan Gratz 
o It is 1890 and Japan is changing.  Almost overnight, the country has gone from a feudal society to a land 

of streetcars, locomotives, movie theaters and the recently imported game of baseball.  Caught in the 
middle is high school student Toyo Shimada.  His samurai father insists on teaching him Bushido, the way 
of the warrior, but all Toyo wants to do is turn dobu pures (double plays) as shortstop of his school team. 
Can he find a way to reconcile the old and new?  
 

ACTION/ADVENTURE (FICTION) 
◻ Peak by Roland Smith 

o A fourteen-year-old boy attempts to be the youngest person to reach the top of Mount Everest. 
 

◻ Holes or Small Steps by Louis Sachar 
o Holes -As further evidence of his family's bad fortune which they attribute to a curse on a distant relative, 

Stanley Yelnats is sent to a hellish correctional camp in the Texas desert where he finds his first real 
friend, a treasure, and a new sense of himself. 

o Small Steps-companion novel to Holes 
 

NONFICTION 
◻ Titanic: Voices from the Disaster by Deborah Hopkinson 

o In this award-winning book, author Deborah Hopkinson weaves together the voices and stories of real 
TITANIC survivors and witnesses to the disaster from the stewardess Violet Jessop to Captain Arthur 
Rostron of the CARPATHIA, who came to the rescue of the sinking ship. Packed with heartstopping action, 
devastating drama, and fascinating historical details. 

 
◻ Lincoln’s Grave Robbersby Steve Sheinkin 

o In order to gain leverage to free their ringleader, a group of counterfeiters brazenly attempted to steal 
the corpse of Abraham Lincoln 
 

◻ The Great Race: The Amazing Round-the-World Auto Race of 1908by Gary Blackwood 
o In 1908, when long distance automobile races were all the rage, the New York Times and Paris's Le 

Matin cosponsored a race from New York to San Francisco and from Siberia to Paris. Teams from France, 
Germany, Italy, and the United States competed. They were beset by breakdowns, mud, snow, fog, a 
sandstorm, "Chinese brigands, well mounted and armed," the Parisian police (who almost arrested the 
Americans for driving with a broken headlight), and, according to one report, a pack of "not less than fifty 
wolves." 
 

◻ A Strong Right Arm: The Story of Mamie "Peanut" Johnsonby Michelle Y. Green 
o Taught by her uncle to throw a "surefire, windup, coming-right-at-ya pitch," five feet two inch Mamie 

Johnson meant business when it came to baseball. This "peanut of a girl" was so determined to play 
baseball that she joined an all-male all-white Police Athletic League team even though she was African 
American. She went on to become one of only three women to play professional baseball in the Negro 
Leagues.  

 



BOOK OF YOUR CHOICE (books that you bought at the Spring book fair can count here!)  
 

◻ ____________________________________    by ____________________________________________ 
 

 
◻ ____________________________________    by ____________________________________________ 

 
 

◻ ____________________________________    by ____________________________________________ 
 

 
◻ ____________________________________    by ____________________________________________ 

 
 


