
           St. Paul Middle School 

        Summer Reading Program 

        2018 8th Grade 
 

The summer reading requirement for 8th grade is 3 books. You MUST select 

ONE book from set A.  The other two books can be OF YOUR CHOOSING. Set 

B is simply a recommended list of books that have won awards or have been 

highly recommended by librarians and students around the country. You are not 

limited to books in set B.  If you choose a book for set B that is not on this list, simply get it approved by Mrs. 

Hartwig and write that title in the space provided. Books have to be Middle Grade level.   A story map (which is 

attached) must be completed for ALL THREE titles and turned in to your literature teacher when school begins in 

August. 

 

If you need book approval or have additional questions please email me anytime through the summer at 

ahartwig@stpaulschool.net 
 

Set A: MUST Choose 1 

★ Night by Elie Wiesel 
○ The narrative of a boy who lived through Auschwitz and Buchenwald provide a short and terrible 

indictment of modern humanity (autobiography). 
 

★ Between Shades of Gray by Ruta Sepetys 
○ Fifteen-year-old Lina is a Lithuanian girl living an ordinary life--until Soviet officers invade her home and 

tear her family apart. Separated from her father and forced onto a crowded train, Lina, her mother, and 
her young brother make their way to a Siberian work camp, where they are forced to fight for their lives. 
Lina finds solace in her art, documenting these events by drawing. Risking everything, she imbeds clues in 
her drawings of their location and secretly passes them along, hoping her drawings will make their way to 
her father's prison camp (historical fiction) 

★ The Boy on the Wooden Box: How the Impossible Became Possible…on Schindler’s List: A Memoir by Leon Leyson 
○ Leon Leyson describes growing up in Poland, being forced from home to ghetto to concentration camps 

by the Nazis, and being saved by Oskar Schindler (autobiography). 
★ Prisoner B-3087 by Ruth Gruener, Alan Gratz and Jack Gruener 

○ As a Jewish boy in 1930s Poland, Yanek is at the mercy of the Nazis who have taken over. Everything he 
has, and everyone he loves, have been snatched brutally from him. And then Yanek himself is taken 
prisoner - his arm tattooed with the words PRISONER B-3087.He is forced from one nightmarish 
concentration camp to another, as World War II rages all around him.  

★ Hana’s Suitcase:  A True Storyby Karen Levine 
○ A biography of a Czech girl who died in the Holocaust, told in alternating chapters with an account of how 

the curator of a Japanese Holocaust center learned about her life after Hana's suitcase was sent to her. 
 

 

Set B:  Recommended books you can choose 
 

REALISTIC FICTION 
★ Rhyme Schemer by K.A. Holt 

○ This novel in verse follows one seventh grader's journey from bully-er to bully-ee, as he learns about 
friendship, family, and the influence that words can have on people's lives. 

★ Losers Take All : A Novel by David Klass 
○ Jack Logan is the youngest brother in a family of talented football players, and he might actually enjoy 

sports if he were not constantly pressured into taking one up. When the new principal decides that all 
seniors must play on a team, Jack and a ragtag group decide to get even by starting a rebel JV soccer 
team whose mission is to avoid victory at any cost.  

★ Goodbye Stranger by Rebecca Stead 
○ Bridge, survivor of a childhood accident, wonders why she’s still alive. As she makes her way through 

seventh grade on Manhattan's Upper West Side with her best friends, curvaceous Em, crusader Tab, and 
new friend, Sherm,  she finds the answers she has been seeking. 

★ The Crossover or Booked by Kwame Alexander 

mailto:ahartwig@stpaulschool.net
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/bookwizard/books-by/ruth-gruener
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/bookwizard/books-by/alan-gratz
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/contributor-works/275473


○ Fourteen-year-old twin basketball stars Josh and Jordan wrestle with highs and lows on and off the court 
as their father ignores his declining health. 

★ Unfriended by Rachel Vail 
○ When thirteen-year-old Truly is invited to sit at the Popular Table, she finds herself caught in a web of lies 

and misunderstandings, made inescapable by the hyper-connected social media world. 
★ Wildflower by Alecia Whitaker  

○ Sixteen-year-old Bird Barrett is discovered by a country music record label while playing in her family's 
bluegrass band. As her star rises, she must learn to stay true to her roots while navigating a brave new 
world of glamour and gold records in Nashville, Tennessee. 

★ Hook, Line & Sinker by G.P. Guarente 
○ Fifteen-year-old Fiona collects fish and names them after her former boyfriends and crushes, not realizing 

that the best catch of all is closer than she thinks. 
★ Bystander James Preller 

○ Thirteen-year-old Eric discovers there are consequences to not standing by and watching as the bully at 
his new school hurts people, but although school officials are aware of the problem, Eric may be the one 
with a solution. 

★ Alabama Moon or The Dirt Road Homeby Watt Key 
○ Alabama Moon:  After the death of his father, ten-year-old Moon Blake is removed from the Alabama 

forest where he was raised and sent to a boy's home, where, for the first time, he has contact with the 
outside world and learns about friendship, love, and humanity. 

○ The Dirt Road Home:  companion novel to Alabama Moon 
★ Guitar Notes by Mary Amato 

○ A heartwarming story about an unlikely friendship forged between a straight-A, classical musician and a 
bad-boy guitar player told through notes, lyrics, texts, and narration. 

HISTORICAL FICTION  
★ Elephant Run by Roland Smith 

○ Nick's father and others are taken prisoner when his plantation in Burma is invaded by the Japanese in 
1941, leaving Nick and his friend Mya to risk their lives in order to free them from the POW camp.  

★ Little Women or Little Men by Louisa May Alcott  (unabridged) 
○ Chronicles the joys and troubles of the four March sisters--Meg, Jo, Amy, and Beth--as they grow into 

young ladies and marry in nineteenth-century New England. 
★ Homeless Bird by Gloria Whelan 

○ When thirteen-year-old Koly enters into an ill-fated arranged marriage, she must either suffer a destiny 
dictated by India's tradition or find the courage to oppose it. 

★ Code Talker by Joseph Bruchac 
○ After being taught in a boarding school run by whites that Navajo is a useless language, Ned Begay and 

other Navajo men are recruited by the Marines to become Code Talkers, sending messages during World 
War II in their native tongue. 

★ The Year of the Hangman by Gary Blackwood 
○ In 1777, having been kidnapped and taken forcibly from England to the American colonies, 

fifteen-year-old Creighton becomes part of developments in the political unrest there that may spell 
defeat for the patriots and change the course of history. 

★ Soldier Dog by Sam Angus 

○ Thirteen-year-old Stanley joins the army during World War I after running away from home and is 
assigned to the War Dog School, where he is partnered with a messenger dog named Bones and the two 
of them are sent to France. 

SPORTS FICTION 
★ Foul Trouble by John Feinstein 

○ College recruiters are clamoring to sign up Terrell Jamerson, the #1 high school basketball player in the 
country. But not all of these recruiters are straight shooters, and Terrell will have to think fast if he wants 
to stay in the game. 

★ Last Shot: A Final Four Mystery, Change-up, The Rivalry, Cover-up or any other Stevie and Susan Carol novel by 
John Feinstein  

○ When Stevie wins a writing contest for aspiring sports journalists, his prize is a press pass to the Final Four 
in New Orleans. While exploring the Superdome, he overhears a plot to throw the championship game. 
With the help of fellow contest winner Susan Carol, Stevie has just 48 hours to figure out who is 
blackmailing one of the star players…and why. 

★ Second Impact by David and PerriKlass 



○ Kendall is football town, and Jerry Downing is the high school's star quarterback, working to redeem 
himself after he nearly killed a girl in a drunk driving accident last year. Carla Jenson, lead reporter for the 
school newspaper's sports section, has recruited Jerry to co-author a blog chronicling the season from 
each of their perspectives. When Jerry's best friend on the team takes a hit too hard and gets hurt, Carla 
wonders publicly if injury in the game comes at too high a cost in a player's life—but not everyone in 
Kendall wants to hear it. 

★ Boost by Kathryn Mackel 
○ Thirteen-year-old Savvy is the star player of the girls basketball team, but, despite her height and skills, 

Savvy struggles with her self-confidence and searches for some way to boost her performance, but when 
steroids are found in her bag, Savvy denies they are hers and the rumors start to fly. 

MYSTERY  
★ Masterminds by Gordon Korman 

○ Eli Frieden lives in the most perfect town in the world: Serenity, New Mexico. Honesty and integrity are 
valued above all else. One day, he bikes to the edge of the city limits and something so crazy and 
unexpected happens, it changes everything. Eli convinces his friends to help him investigate and it 
becomes clear that nothing is as it seems in Serenity. 

★ Don’t Look Behind You or Killing Mr. Griffin by Lois Duncan (only one can count) 
○ Mystery and suspense novels  

★ Shelter   or Seconds Awayor Found by Harlan Coben 
○ Shelter (first in the series): After Mickey witnesses his father's death and his mother's admission into 

rehab, he is sent to live with his estranged uncle and change high schools, but when Mickey's new 
girlfriend, Ashley, suddenly disappears Mickey refuses to let another person walk out of his life and 
follows clues that reveal truths about both Ashley and Mickey's father. 

○ Seconds Away and Found are the thrilling sequesl  
FANTASY 

★ Steelheart by Brandon Sanderson.  
○ At age eight, David watched as his father was killed by an Epic, a human with superhuman powers, and 

now, ten years later, he joins the Reckoners--the only people who are trying to kill the Epics and end their 
tyranny. 

SCIENCE FICTION 
★ Adoration of Jenna Foxor the sequel The Fox Inheritance by Mary Pearson 

○ (first in the series):  In the not-too-distant future, when biotechnological advances have made synthetic 
bodies and brains possible but illegal, a seventeen-year-old girl, recovering from a serious accident and 
suffering from memory lapses, learns a startling secret about her existence.  

★ The Compound by S.A. Bodeen 
○ Eli and his family have lived in the underground Compound for six years. The world they knew is gone. No 

amount of luxury can stifle the dull routine of living in the same place, with only his two sisters, his father 
and mother, doing the same thing day after day after day. As problems with their carefully planned 
existence threaten to destroy their sanctuary—and their sanity—Eli can’t help but wonder if he’d rather 
take his chances outside. Eli’s father built the Compound to keep them safe. But are they safe—really? 

★ Cinder, Scarlet, Cress or Winter by Marissa Meyer 
○ (first in the series): Cinder, a gifted mechanic and a cyborg with a mysterious past, is blamed by her 

stepmother for her stepsister's illness while a deadly plague decimates the population of New Beijing, but 
when Cinder's life gets intertwined with Prince Kai's, she finds herself at the center of an intergalactic 
struggle.Scarlett is second, Cress is third and Winter is the finale.  

★ The Selection (or any in the series) by Kiera Cass 
○ For thirty-five girls, the Selection is the chance of a lifetime. The opportunity to escape the life laid out for 

them since birth. To be swept up in a world of glittering gowns and priceless jewels. To live in a palace 
and compete for the heart of gorgeous Prince Maxon.But for America Singer, being Selected is a 
nightmare. It means turning her back on her secret love with Aspen, who is a caste below her. Leaving 
her home to enter a fierce competition for a crown she doesn't want. Then America meets Prince Maxon. 
Gradually, she starts to question all the plans she's made for herself—and realizes that the life she's 
always dreamed of may not compare to a future she never imagined. 

NONFICTION 
★ Popular: A Memoir: Vintage Wisdom for a Modern Geek by Maya Van Wagenen 

○ Maya has never been popular, but before starting eighth grade, she decides to begin a unique social 
experiment - spend the school year following a 1950s popularity guide, written by former teen model 
Betty Cornell and record the results. Told with humor and grace, Maya's journey offers a thoroughly 
contemporary example of kindness and self-confidence. 



★ Guts by Gary Paulsen 
○ The author relates incidents in his life and how they inspired parts of his books about the character, Brian 

Robeson.  
★ Flags of Our Fathers (young adult version)  by James Bradley 

○ Presents an account of the Marines who came together during the battle of Iwo Jima to raise the 
American flag in a moment that has been immortalized in one of the most famous photographs of World 
War II. 

★ Lincoln’s Last Days by Bill O’Reilly 
○ Provides an account of the assassination of President Abraham Lincoln, discussing how actor John Wilkes 

Booth  and his fellow Confederate sympathizers hatched their murderous plot, and following the ensuing 
manhunt, trials, and executions of the conspirators. 

 
BOOK OF YOUR CHOICE (books that you bought at the Spring book fair can count here! If they are not on this list, you 
just have to get them approved by Mrs. Hartwig before you leave for the summer!)  
 

★ ____________________________________    by ____________________________________________ 
 

 
★ ____________________________________    by ____________________________________________ 

 
 

★ ____________________________________    by ____________________________________________ 
 

 
★ ____________________________________    by ____________________________________________ 
 

 
★ ____________________________________    by ____________________________________________ 

 
 


