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A Time for Service and Preparation by Katie Hubbart
Preschool Service Project
Have you noticed the new
outside building lights? Thanks
to Kevin Collins, the outside of
the building now lights up
nicely. He has also been
donating his time by helping
with the parish’s electrical
needs. We would like give a
shout out to Kevin for
everything he has done for the
parish. Make sure to check it
out next time you’re here at
night!

Sunday preschool started in September and
the Catechists, Rebecca Noel & Maddie
Hubbart have been hard at work teaching the
young disciples about God.
Throughout October, students have been
learning about serving others. They started
the month by talking about how God loves
everyone but needs help from each of his
people. The preschoolers decided to make
sure God’s works are done and his love is
spread.
Continue Reading on Page 3….

Students and Catechists dressed as their
patron or favorite saint.

Confirmation Service Day
On November 11, Saint Paul Parish sent out 44 Confirmation
candidates, parents and sponsors to take part in a Day of
Service. Candidates were able to choose from four different
organizations of which to volunteer their time.
Continue Reading on Page 2...
Confirmation students volunteering at People
Working Cooperatively (PWC) “2017 Prepare Affair.”

ADVENT PRAYER SERIES WITH
FATHER BARTH
This Advent, Father Barth will be presenting an Advent series on prayer. Each
week, he will talk about prayer, present a different prayer methodology, ask
you to try it and then discuss it. Some of the types of prayers he will cover
include Ignation, Lectio Divina, & Centering Prayers.
Give yourself a gift this Advent season and fill your heart with prayer.
Dates: December 3, 10 & 17
When: Between 10AM & 12PM Mass
Where: Saint Paul Chapel

Continued Confirmation Service Day
By Katie Hubbart

Fourteen went to the annual Saint Vincent de Paul Turkeyfoot Turkey
Trot. There, they worked water stations, set up for lunch and were
cheerleaders to all those running. Saint Paul Parish’s Saint Vincent
de Paul Society will directly benefit financially from their efforts in a
share of the proceeds from the event.
The remaining students went to three different sites with three
different organizations. Bernie Lubbers took a group to Covington
where they cleaned and raked leaves at a home being refurbished
through H.O.N.K, Housing Opportunities of Northern Kentucky.
Tammy Oakes organized the second location through People Working Cooperatively (PWC) “2017 Prepare Affair.” The candidates, parents & sponsors raked leaves, fixed gutters and prepared a home for
the coming winter. Finally, Steve Elmlinger took the last group to a
parishioner’s home who fell ill. Steve’s group worked fast and hard
building a wall, taking out overgrown trees, cutting a fallen tree and
spreading mulch.

Candidates at People Working Cooperatively

The day was a great success completely due to the parents, sponsors, Bernie, Steve and Tammy who graciously offered their time to
help teach our candidates that service can be fun and serve a great
need in our community. Thank you Bernie Lubbers, Steve Elmlinger
& Tammy Oakes!
Our candidates will be implementing their own service projects in
the next weeks and months. They are identifying a need and will be
finding a way to help. These service projects will be completely
organized by the Confirmation candidates, so please support them as
you hear about them.

Candidates at Housing Opportunities of Northern
Kentucky

Relocation of Memorial Trees and Stones
The Memorial Trees that were in the front of the school
premises were removed and replaced with new trees by
the playground. The stones were removed and reset
with the new plantings. Although the
move was necessary for the upkeep
of our property, the new area has
made a beautiful addition to the
campus.
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Continued Preschool Service Project
The preschoolers decided to decorate
boxes to hold rosaries. They chose
their boxes and colorfully painted
each with great care, then made gift
bags and cards. When the project was
complete, and finally DRY, Father
Jason visited the classroom and
blessed the rosaries and their boxes.
Savanah, a second grader in the
Religious Education program,
generously offered to deliver the gifts
Rebecca giving Father
to Colonial Gardens. With the help
Jason the Rosaries to
and guidance of Cassie and Keith
bless.
Christophel, Savanah will go to
Colonial Gardens and deliver the gifts to our parishioners there.
It is amazing to watch the love our parish has for each other
across the years.

Father Jason took a few extra
minutes to play a modified version
of “Duck, Duck - Goose” called
“Shephard, Shephard – Saint”.

Year of Prayers for Priestly Vocation
Bishop Foys has announced a Year of Prayers for Priestly Vocation
beginning on the feast of Christ the King, November 26,
2017, and concluding on November 25, 2018. We would like to
urge everyone to also remember the men in our parish who are
currently discerning a priestly vocation. Following are their
names and addresses. Consider including them in your daily
prayers as well as sending them encouraging notes throughout
this year.
The men from our parish currently in the seminary are:
Alex Deters, Michael Elmlinger and A.J. Gedney.
Alex Deters and A.J. Gedney

Michael Elmlinger:

St. Vincent Seminary

Pontifical College Josephinium

300 Fraser Purchase Rd.

7625 N. High St.

Latrobe, PA. 15650

Columbus, OH. 43235
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News from
St. Henry
District High School
By Maggie Tagher
This month at St. Henry has been very exciting and
eventful! As students walk the halls they will see the
walls decorated with turkeys displaying everything the
school is thankful for. This project was organized by
student council to help the students give thanks for all
of their blessings. Each homeroom participated by creating a feather for the turkey covered with things that
each student is thankful for. The turkeys brighten everyone’s day as they walk into school!
To continue, I am very thrilled to report that our
volleyball team made
its way to state this
year! In the qualifying
match, we beat Notre
Dame in a very close
game. The game was
very well attended by
the students of both
teams because of the extreme rivalry, and St. Henry
brought their great school spirit to encourage their
team. This was a very exciting win for St. Henry and put
the entire student body in a great mood the following
Monday. Our volleyball team played well at state, but
lost after the
second game.
However, students have said
that this was
one of the best
seasons of volleyball because
of the games
having high
attendance and the students having immense enthusiasm.
Also, Red Ribbon Week this year was October 23-31
and St. Henry students embraced the opportunity to
join the rest of the nation in raising awareness about
the effects of drugs and alcohol! We had themed days
where the students could embellish their uniforms with
fun themed accents. Some of the themes included “Say
peace out to drugs” where the students wore tie-dye
and “Lei off drugs” where they could wear Hawaiian
shirts. A speaker visited the school to educate the students about drugs and alcohol, and everyone really
learned a lot from the activities of the entire week.
The past month has also included other school activities such
as the Craft Fair, Open House, and
various service activities. The students at St. Henry are always
busy, but we always keep our
smiles on and have fun with every
activity that comes our way!
As always, we ask that you keep us in your prayers
and know you are always in ours. Have a very happy
holiday season!

Bring your friends and your
quarters and come out for a
night of fun while you raise
money for St. Paul School.
Quarter auctions are fun,
social, and fast paced where
you bid with quarters on items
that interest you. Numbered
paddles are sold at the door. If
you want to bid on an item, hold
up your paddle and toss a
quarter into the basket. If your
paddle number is drawn - you
win! Easy as that. There are
lots of items and vendors to
choose from!
Doors open at 6:15 p.m. to
preview items
Auction starts at 7:00 p.m.
$2 admission gets you 1 paddle
(additional paddles $1/each)

Thank you to all our Ministries and those able
to attend the Ministry Appreciation Dinner!

The Rectory will be closed December
22 through January 2.
January Link Deadline

Due to the holiday season, the
deadline to submit articles for the
January Link is December 14th. Send
articles to TheLink@stpaulnky.org.
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Come to the Healing Mass
December 15 By Deacon Nick Schwartz
The 4th and 5th grades explored COSI
(Center of Science and Industry) in Columbus, Ohio on November 10. Students
learned and explored the various interactive science displays including collaborative experiments, trained rats playing basketball, and science shows with lots of
explosions! Some students balanced
themselves on a high wire unicycle over
the second story while others kept their
feet on the ground and lifted a car using a
lever! A great, as well as, educational
time was had by all students, chaperones,
and teachers!

Father Richard McAlear, OMI, will be at St. Paul on
December 15 at 7:00pm to celebrate Mass followed
by a healing service. Everyone is invited to attend.
Father McAlear, a native of Boston, Massachusetts,
entered the religious order of the Oblates of Mary
Immaculate in 1960. He studied in Rome and was
ordained there in 1970, after receiving degrees in philosophy and theology. He returned to the United
States, where he taught high school and received another degree in Religious Education (M.A.).
In 1972, Father McAlear became involved in the Catholic Charismatic Renewal and entered into the healing ministry in 1976. His ministry and
work have brought him to every part of the United States, Asia, South
America, Canada, Australia, New Guinea, Guatemala, Italy, France, Portugal, and Scotland.
The healing ministry is rooted in a scriptural understanding that the human individual needs to become whole. This healing is both mental and
emotional, and is blessed through prayer which touches the hearts of
those in need of God's love and compassion.
The Blessing of the Holy Spirit imparts a gift of understanding that both
heals and renews the wounded heart. Christ, our Healer, frees the heart
to love and to trust while renewing the inner spirit, bringing fresh
hope and new life.
What can you expect at a Healing Mass? Father believes that the greatest healing comes through Eucharist. Therefore, during Mass, he instructs those who receive the Holy Eucharist to enter into the healing
process by taking their needs and infirmities to the Lord at the very moment they receive the Eucharist.
After the liturgy, the healing service begins. The Blessed Sacrament
is brought onto the altar for exposition during the healing service allowing attendees to pray and adore the Lord. Father McAlear then gives the
anointing and blesses any individual who wishes to come forward for
prayer. Confessions will also be available at this time in the back of
church.
With the Holy Eucharist within us and the Holy Eucharist exposed before
us, we are embraced by the Merciful Heart of Jesus. In this embrace, we
are all united and the spirit of a loving community is created.
The response to this experience differs for each individual and
has included such reactions as openness, awe, a desire to be healed,
good will, inspiration, praise, contrition, petition, forgiveness, thanksgiving and more. After attending Father McAlear's healing mass,
many individuals experience emotions that are sometimes too powerful
to express in human language; all experience a deep peace.
So, come to the Healing Mass on Friday, December 15 at 7:00pm. Come
if you are in need of any kind of physical, spiritual, or emotional healing.
Come and pray for others. Come and bring a relative, friend or neighbor
with you. Come and experience the love of God in the healing touch
of Jesus made available to us through the power of the Holy Spirit.
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St. Paul Families for Life—
Be Not Afraid

First Reconciliation
by Katie Hubbart

By Marla Kelly

40 Days for Life Campaign another
success!!
375 cities participated in the fall campaign and there are many stories on
how the campaign impacted those
who work at the abortion facilities as
well as going to the clinics’ patients.
An example is with one campaign in
Houston, TX. The Houston Coalition
for Life, with their own facility flooded
by hurricane Harvey, sponsored 2
medical buses that were outside the
Planned Parenthood facility. They
reported at the end of the campaign
that 268 women visited their bus. Of
the women who came, 54 had negative pregnancy tests. Of the remaining
130 women who had new pregnancies, 124 of them chose life, 1
remained undecided and 5 continued
to lean toward abortion.

sary of the Supreme Court’s Decision of
Roe vs. Wade. The bus will depart Erlanger on Thursday, January 18th and return
during the afternoon of January 20th. The
rates include bus transportation and two
nights stay at the Washington Marriott at
Metro Center.
Rates are as follows:
$320.00 per person double occupancy
$265.00 per person triple occupancy
$235.00 per person quad occupancy
Monthly payment plan can be made and
scholarships are available. For information
and reservations, please contact the ProLife Office at 859-392-1500 or email ppiccola@covdio.org

If you cannot make it, think about sponsoring a high school student. Many students each year are unable to attend the
March for Life due to the cost of the
trip. The Chris Rice Memorial Fund,
Always an amazing happening is when named in memory of a young man who
an abortion worker experiences a
was dedicated to pro-life causes, enables
conversion and leaves his/her job. At those students who cannot afford the pilthe end of the campaign, there was
grimage to Washington the opportunity to
word of 16 workers from different
go. Donations in any amount are greatly
facilities who left their jobs, thus
appreciated. Please send donations
bringing the total to 170 for the num- to: Diocese of Covington, Pro-Life Office,
ber of abortion workers who quit
1125 Madison Ave, Covington, KY 41011their job during a 40 Days for Life
3115.
campaign. This is a powerful statement because that job was their liveli- Life's 5th Quarter Mass and Prayer
hood. Upon leaving, one such person Walk will be held Saturday, December 30
called a 40 Days for Life volunteer to with celebrant Bishop Joseph Binzer and
her car and thanked her for being
the St. Edmund Campion School Choir. All
present. She felt that the prayers
young people are encouraged to come and
they were reciting were meant for her participate and bring a friend (and your
and she apologized for the work she
parents).
was doing. There was also the report
of an applicant to PP who turned
Nine Days for Life Novena – This is an
down the job once she saw the volun- annual period of prayer and action focused
teers and heard them praying.
on cherishing the gift of life of every person. The novena runs January 18 – 26,
No one is beyond the power of pray- 2018. The novena prayer has not been
er. No one is beyond God’s grace and released but you can visit the website at
mercy.
www.9dayforlife.com to see the different
methods for following the
Washington DC March for Life
novena and to receive a
2018
daily prayer intention durThe Pro-Life Office will sponsor an
ing the novena. An app is
adult/family bus for their annual pilalso available for downgrimage to Washington DC in January loading.
to commemorate the 45th Anniver-
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A prayerful evening of healing awaited
the young parishioners of Saint Paul on
Thursday, November 16. Father Barth
was thrilled to return and celebrate First
Reconciliation with Father Bertke, Father
Gamm, Monsignor Neuhaus, Father
Lange, Father Vogelpohl and Father
Kelsch.
The children
were anxious for
the opportunity
to reconcile their
relationship with
God. Father
Barth explained
that just as we
will go out to
find our lost
pets, God does
the same with us. We also learned that
Father Barth has a “CatDog” (apparently this is a cat who acts
more like a dog). The catechists, Tara
Kelly and Clarissa Clement, taught the
students well over the past months. The
children knew what to expect and
experienced the incredible power of
God’s love and forgiveness. Despite the
preparation, there were a few who were
apprehensive.
Thankfully, the
priests who
gathered to
make the
evening special
put all fears to
rest and
everyone left
with smiles as
big as Tadhg
K.’s in this
photo with
Father Bertke.
Congratulations to all who
celebrated their First Reconciliation and
to the parents who celebrated with their
children.

A More Cheerful Sunday
Preschool Room by Katie Hubbart

St. Vincent de Paul News

Thank you to Rebecca Noel who has
chosen to give back to St. Paul for her
Senior Leadership Project for National
Honor Society. Rebecca has been a part
of the Sunday Preschool program since
she was a student at three years old.
This year, she is a senior at Covington
Latin High School and the Co-Catechist
of the Sunday Preschool.
In order to brighten the Sunday Preschool room for the youngest members
of St. Paul, she designed a scene that
incorporated the beauty of creatures in
our world, character’s in stories taught
and the prayer of Thanksgiving the
preschoolers learned.
For two weekends in November, a
team of students from Covington Latin
School descended on St. Paul to help
make Rebecca’s vision reality. On November 19, the students arrived early to
help with the Sunday Preschool Thanksgiving celebration. After the celebration, the students worked to bring the
mural to life. Now, our Sunday Preschool will have a bright mural to help
the children reflect on what God has
given us. Thank you to Rebecca and all
the
students
who
assisted
her.

by Marla Kelly

NEW PARISHIONERS
David Welte Jr.
Todd and Ashley Felthaus & Family
DEATHS
Mary Jane Nusbaum (October 30)
James Ewing (November 3)
BAPTISMS
Vann Christopher O'Hara
Son of Austin & Bridget O'Hara
Chloe Nichole Oliver
Son of Ryan Oliver & Terri
Huchinson
Jidenna Stephen Onyekachukwu
Son of Stephen & Ogechukwu
Onyekachukwu

Rather, when you hold a banquet, invite
the poor, the crippled, the lame, the
blind; blessed indeed will you be because
of their inability to repay you. For you
will be repaid at the resurrection of the
righteous. (Luke 14:13-14)
In a way, the following two stores exemplify Jesus’ teaching in Luke. These were
submitted by Rose Clear.
Pam is a divorced mom with a 17 year
old slow-learner son. She has many
health issues, including stage 4 fibrosis in
the liver and IBS, which prevent her from
holding most jobs. She is ill most of the
time. Pam called SVDP for help with her
electric bill to prevent it from being disconnected. Although she was receiving
child support, it ended this year. She has
no other income. Although Pam would
like nothing more than to work, she is
not healthy enough to retain a job. Complicating the job search is a misdemeanor charge on Pam’s record from when
her son was in the 7th grade and missed
too much school. Although the absences
were due to illness, her ex-husband
pushed until charges were brought
against her. She is trying to get this
charge expunged so her options will be
wider in the job search. Pam has also
tried to get disability but has been denied a couple of times and has no way to
pay for the legal assistance she needs in
this area. There are so many obstacles in
Pam's way that it is overwhelming. Sara
and I agreed to help her with the Duke
bill. We also gave her some food and
food vouchers and provided as many
resources as we could to start addressing
the other problems she faces. Our prayers with Pam and her son meant more to
her than any other assistance we provided.
Magen is a single Mom with three children, ages 8, 5 & 1. Magen left a domestic abuse situation and lived with her
mother for a year. When her mother
moved away, she found herself with no
place to live. Magen and the children
lived in Welcome House for 2 months
until she was approved for Rapid Rehousing who will pay her rent and utilities until her Section 8 gets approved. When we met the family, they
had just moved into their own apartment
and were thrilled at having a place of
their own. Air mattresses and clothing
were spread out all over the living room.
Fortunately, we brought dinner as the
children were very hungry. Magen
grabbed the pizza we brought and immediately put it in the oven (after figuring
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out how to use it). She took the fruit
cups we brought and opened them up
and starting feeding the baby while we
talked. They ate their pizza off pieces of
the grocery bag that Magen tore up. We
were able to help the family with pantry
food, Remke certificates, a gas card,
housewares vouchers for toaster oven
and lamps and furniture vouchers for a
sofa and living room chair. Marilyn and I
also brought dishes, pots & pans, cooking
utensils and lamps from our homes that
we could donate to her. She was anxious
to go to Remke the minute we finished
our visit to get some milk for the children. It was truly an eye opener seeing
how desperate some situations can
be. We encouraged Magen to call back
around October/November for information about the annual Coat Give Away
and to be added to our parish Giving Tree
for Christmas help. We are sure she will.
As the year comes to a close, we want to
thank you for all the support and help
you have provided our conference. We
have said it many times and have told
many people that our parishioners are so
wonderful, and generous. Many have
told us that they like our stores and enjoy
hearing how we are helping our neighbors. And many have offered additional
help to some of the families we have
written about. In the past, we have told
you about families living out of motels
with little to cook on and have asked if
you might help with any used toaster
ovens, skillets or crock pots. We received
a great response. Some of the items you
donated were even new. We have held
many food drives and have often wondered if we ask too much of you at times.
But, you always come through and fill our
pantry. Thank you.
We also thank our Religious Education
children, our school children students
and St. Henry District High School for
their food drives and St. Henry HS for
providing Christmas for several of our
families.
You have reached out to help the many
poor, homeless and needed in our neighborhood without asking or seeking anything in return. May you indeed be
blessed for helping those who are unable
to repay you.
Next SVdP Meeting - Saturday, December 9 at 9:00 AM in the Schneider building. We invite you to come see what
SVdP is all about.

May you enjoy a Merry Christmas and a
Blessed Holiday Season.
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