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“God loves us...Share His love with everyone!” 

St. Paul Church in Florence, KY June 2017 

Spring is here and festival 

planning has begun!  

Festival dates for 2017 

July 21: 6-11PM 

 July 22: 5-11PM 

July 23: 4-9PM  

Please mark your calendars  

and plan on joining us for a  

fun-filled weekend with your 
parish family and friends! 

If you would like to help in 
any way, please email 

festival@stpaulnky.org. 

stpaulnky.org  

Congratulations to Our 2017 First      

Communicants By Katie Hubbart 
This year, Saint Paul Parish celebrated First Com-
munion on Saturday, April 29.  We had 55 children 
receive the sacrament of Holy Communion for the 
first time.  It was a beautiful mass and celebration 
of the children’s commitment to God.  It is not 
something they would have been properly pre-
pared to receive without the dedication of their 
parents and their teachers, Diane Suhr, Tara Kelly 
and Clarissa Clement.    
 

The sacrament was not only celebrated by the children 
and their immediate families, but also by their extend-
ed families and friends.  It made the church a little 
crowded, but, personally I found it to be a wonderful 
display of understanding of the magnitude and sacri-
fice Jesus made for us.   
 

The children returned to mass for their second com-
munion at one of the weekend masses. Father Michael 
and Father Jason presented them with a blessed scap-
ular at the end of mass and the parish had an oppor-
tunity to congratulate the children.   

 
Thank you to all the parents, Diane Suhr, Tara Kelly, Clarissa Clement, Dr. Tony Rieg-
ling, Andy Lonneman, Mary Ann Knaley, Amanda Knaley, Tom Huening, Terry Kidwell, 
Steve Mason, Deacon Scott Folz, Father Jason and Father Michael for making the week-
end a beautiful and spiritual experience for all.   

100th Anniversary of     

Fatima 

On the 13th of each 
month from May to 
October, a special 
prayer service will 
take place  to cele-
brate the anniversary. 
St. Paul Parish will 
have a shrine in our 
chapel in honor of the 
Virgin Mary.  

Tuesday, June 13: 6PM 
Thursday, July 13: 12:45PM 
Sunday, August 13: 1:15PM 

Wednesday, September 13: 6PM 
Friday, October 13: 6PM 
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Confirmation By Katie Hubbart 
Bishop Roger Foys visited Saint Paul to celebrate the confirmation of 44 
students on Tuesday, May 9.  The Confirmation mass was only possible 
through the collaboration of many to make sure the church was decorated, 
clean and that the mass was planned and executed flawlessly.  A great deal 
of thanks is due to the Music Ministry, Arts & Environments, Church Clean-
ing Ministry, our Masters of Ceremony, our Priests and Deacons.   

However, the young men and ladies would not have been ready to receive 
the sacrament of Confirmation without the catechists who have been 
working with them over the past five months.  This year, I was blessed to 
have a very strong group of volunteers; Father Jason, Steve Elmlinger, Eu-
genia Cicero, Kyle Molitor, Courtney Ferguson, Claudia Diehl and Gavin 
Bonar.  Each catechist had a different style in presenting material, but each 
style worked for their group.   

I would like thank the parents who re-
minded their children of deadlines, 
drove them to church and made the 
necessary arrangements to ensure they 
were able to fulfill all the community 
service requirements.   

Sacraments are received by an individu-
al, but preparation is never isolated to 
one person.  It is critical to have many 
working together to guide, teach and 
support our children as they learn 
about their faith.   

Religious Formation By Katie Hubbart 
Youth Religious Formation on Wednesday evenings ended with the annual closing mass on May 3.   The final mass was 
planned by our seventh and first grade classes.  These grades were excited about planning the final mass and are now look-
ing forward to next year as it will be a sacramental year for both grades.   

Since the year has concluded, I have had an opportunity to breathe and reflect.  My first observation is disbelief at how fast 
the year went.  It seems like it was just yesterday when I was planning the opening and now I am reflecting on opportunities 
for next year and successes of last.   

My second observation for the year is a recognition of the number of people it takes to put the youth program together.  At 
the closing mass, I asked those who helped with the program to come forward- the catechist, peer ministers, leaders, 
priests, office workers, deacons and lectors.  As the volunteers were standing at the front of the church, I looked at them 
with immense admiration and delight.  There were so many people.  Each person who stood at the front of church was truly 
an inspiration to me.  They all sacrificed their personal time every week to teach the children or to help in the administration 
of the program; they taught the kids how to be a lector, read petitions,  counted change,  prepared activities, took payments 
and papers,  made copies, prepared lessons,  all to make our faith come alive.  Each person is making a difference by fulfilling 
a need that makes our program successful. But more than that, they are each disciples.   

These volunteers are God’s modern day disciples.  They are spreading the word of Jesus, by living their lives the way Jesus 
asked, teaching others through what they do, how they live and what they say.  It is this community of disciples, the Parish 
of Saint Paul who, as a whole, ensure that those in need are cared for and are taught.  It is a great parish to be a part of and 
it is important that we continue to work together to make sure everyone has the opportunity to be the disciples that God 
has asked us to be.     

If you would like to witness the beauty of God at work in our parish, that which I had the pleasure to be a part of on 
Wednesday evenings, call me and we can discuss what you like to do and how your gifts can help our parish.   
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Panther-Bots Gold Team Competed in World Championship 
The St. Paul Panther-Bots Gold team spent an exciting three days at the 2017 VEX World Championship in Louisville on April 
23-25! The competition brought together the top elementary, middle school, high school, and college VEX robotics teams to 
celebrate their accomplishments and participate with the best teams from the 2016-2017 season. At the VEX IQ event, 308 
middle school teams from 30 countries competed in Robot Skills challenges, Teamwork matches, and for several awards. 
They enjoyed exhibits and activities from many STEM companies and also heard from inspiring and enthusiastic robotics 
leaders. 

VEX is the largest and fastest growing robotics program for middle school and high 
school students. During the past year, the students used STEM concepts to design, 
build, and program their robot. Then, they strategized for the competitions. This 
was St. Paul's first year in the VEX program so it was quite an accomplishment to 
be one of the four middle school teams from Kentucky to compete at Worlds. It 
was a great season for our Panther-Bots Gold and Blue teams, coached by Steve 
and Jeanette Bolin and sponsored by the St. Paul Boosters. 

Rice Bowl Collection 

Success  
By Katie Hubbart 

During the Lenten season, the parish par-
ticipated in the Catholic Relief Services 
Rice Bowl collection.  We offered the par-
ish an opportunity to deepen their Lenten 
commitment of prayer and almsgiving 
through the CRS Rice Bowls.  The tradition 
of Rice Bowls was started over 40 years 
ago to help combat famine in Africa.   
This year, individuals and families collect-
ed money at their homes.  The youngest 
students of Saint Paul Religious Education 
classes collected money for chores while 
the older grades had penny wars.   
The collections were a huge success this 
year. As a Parish, we topped $695.00 in 
change for Catholic Relief Services.  This is 
an increase of over $250.00 from last 
year.  Father Barth remarked that he was 
“inspired and impressed” by the incredi-
ble display of the Parish’s dedication to 
those in need. 
Thank you to all who were dedicated to 
the prayer, almsgiving and sacrifice during 
this Lenten season. I hope it helped you to 
continue to strengthen your relationship 
with God.   Also, I would like to thank the 
Merk & Miller families, as well as, my peer 
ministers for counting the $695.00 of 
change. 

Preschoolers looking for cicadas with Father Barth and       
releasing butterflies with Father Jason! 
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Let’s Go Shopping!  

The festival committee is in need of 
gift cards to be used as prizes in the 
gift card booth at the festival. 
$25.00 gift cards for restaurants, 
gas, hardware stores, grocery 
stores, department stores, etc. will all 
be appreciated. The more variety 
we have to offer the winners, the 
better. Please drop the gift cards 
off at the rectory or drop them in 
the collection basket marked – Festi-
val gift card booth. If you have any 
questions, call June Cahill 859-630-

1679. Thanks so much!  

 

 

It’s Duck Season  

The St. Paul Summer Festival is ap-

proaching quickly! 

The festival committee is extending an 
opportunity to our parish family to pur-
chase ducks early for the 2017 Summer 
Festival Ducky Downs Booth.  The cost is 
$100.00 and there are 100 ducks avail-
able.  Name a duck for the Ducky Downs 
Booth. Your duck name will be used the 
entire festival weekend. You will also own 
your duck for our high money races which 
will payout a total of $2,000. If you 
would like to purchase a duck, contact 

Polly Elmlinger 859-282-7974. 

 

2L Soda, Gatorade & 

Powerade Bottles 

The festival committee needs 2 liter bottles 
of soft drinks and 32 ounce Gatorade or 
Powerade bottles to be used as prizes at 
the festival. Any number or any kind will be 
helpful. Please bring the 2 liter bottles and 
32oz Gatorade/Powerade to church and 
drop them in the marked containers in the 
gathering space or at the side door.  Your 
contribution will be very much appreciated! 
If you have any questions, please contact 

June Cahill 859-630-1679.  

Spring is here and festival planning has begun! The festival dates 
for 2017 are July 21, 22 and 23. Please mark your calendars and 
plan on joining us for a fun-filled weekend with your parish family 
and friends!  If you would like to help in any way, please email 
festival@stpaulnky.org. 

 

Festival Corn Hole 

Tournament–         

Sunday, July 23 

A corn hole tournament is being held at 
the festival on Sunday, July 23, during 
festival hours. The tournament is limited 
to 32 teams and the cost is $20.00 per 
team. To register, please send the 
team members names with payment to 
the rectory or drop your registration in 
the collection basket. If you have ques-
tions, contact Terry Kidwell at         

859-393-5600. 
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ST. PAUL PARISH  
2016/2017 QUARTERLY    

FINANCIAL REPORT 

Notes to Quarterly                       
financial report: 

(AKA: THE GOOD NEWS AND THE BAD 
NEWS) 

1. Currently we are $75,600 in the red. 
The school expenses have already used 
the entire expected parish subsidy al-
lowance for the year. The pre-school 
seems to be holding it’s own thanks to 
the dedicated pre-school staff. Hopeful-
ly these students will flow into our K-8 
program. 

2. We are currently under our budgeted 
offertory collections by about $22,000. 
We did not increase our expected offer-
tory collection budget in anticipation of 
some changes with the DPAA requests 
for last year. 

3. Bingo profit to date is just under 
$27,000.  We are under where we were 
last year at this time. This money has 
been specifically designated to school 
for projects or to balance the budget, 
therefore intentionally left out of the 
general summary. Last year’s bingo 
profits were used to help balance the 
school budget.  

We have reached our Diocesan goal for the 
2017 DPAA and we are now happy to an-
nounce that any donations over this goal 
will return back to the Parish without fur-
ther assessment. THANK YOU ALL SO VERY 
MUCH! Please don’t stop contributing to 
the DPAA, we need this refund money to 
build up our general funds. 
We are still working on our 2017/2018 
budget to find our best plan for the de-
crease of students in our school due to the 
opening of St. Timothy’s new school in the 
fall. Please pray for a successful transition in 
both Parishes 
 

4-30-2017 

ST. PAUL PARISH  
2016/2017 MID-YEAR FINANCIAL REPORT 

 
INCOME 

      July 2016 – March  2017 

Offertory Collections – Sundays and Holy Days                 $ 555,736 

School Fees (St. Timothy tuition is included here)                 $ 1,376,394 

 Tuition, books, library, cafeteria, etc. 

Other Fees – Rel. Ed., Sunday-School, Youth, etc.                 $ 7,330   

Fund Raising (after expenses)    $ 44,804 

 Festival, Hall Rentals  

Diocesan Collections          $ 33,304 

 Represents 6 yearly and any special collections 

Interest Earned           $ 200  

 Checking acct., Savings acct, CD’s , etc. 

TOTAL INCOME          $ 2,017,768 

EXPENSES 

Pastoral Service – Salaries, supplies, equipment   $ 182,994 

Worship - Salaries, supplies, equipment, music     $ 61,477  

Religious Education               $ 38,538 

 REC, Sunday-School, VBS, Children’s Liturgy of the Word 

School and School Plant          $ 1,542,644 

 Salaries, supplies, utilities 

Christian Service & Outreach         $ 28,917 

 Bereavement, R.C.I.A., Faith Formation 

Rectory  - Salaries, supplies, equipment   $ 41,708  

Youth - Salaries, supplies, equipment   $ 21,834  

Plant and Maintenance     $ 86,425  

 Salaries, utilities, insurance, repairs 

Diocesan Collections          $ 26,235  

 Represents 6 yearly and any special collections 

Diocesan and Secondary Assessment   $ 52,914  

 Money paid to diocese based on income 

Other - Interest (mortgage), Depreciation, etc.  $ 9,697 

TOTAL EXPENSES      $ 2,093,383 

3-31-2017 
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by Jillian Fields, SHDS Junior 
    It seems hard to believe that our 
2016-17 school year has drawn to a 
close, but here we are preparing for 
finals, cleaning out our lockers, and, for 
all of the seniors, walking through the 
halls for the last time as a St. Henry stu-
dent before putting on graduation caps 
and gowns.  Everyone at St. Henry 
would like to wish our seniors the best of 
luck in all of their endeavors, and we 
ask you to keep all of our seniors in your 
prayers as they begin this new chapter 
in their lives. 
In regards to our Spring sports teams, 
we have had very successful seasons for 
all of our athletes.  The boys’ and girls’ 
tennis teams finished their seasons with 
strong play at the 9th Region Tourna-
ment, and both the baseball team and 
the softball team will continue their sea-
son through the end of this month at the 
regional tournament.  Our boys’ and 
girls’ track teams have had extremely 
successful meets with an enormous 
amount of overall first place finishes and 
in individual events as well.  Congratula-
tions and good luck to all of our teams 
as we cheer them on to victory in the 
season-end tournaments! 
Additionally, as we review for final ex-
ams, our seniors have many impending 
ceremonies before they are no longer 
St. Henry students!  First, we celebrate 
Mass together as a school before the 
Senior awards ceremony during which 
the seniors are recognized for all of 
their awards in front of the student body 
and everyone watches the senior 
slideshow.  Then, they celebrate the Bac-
calaureate Mass and awards ceremony 
with their parents.  Lastly, on May 25, 
our seniors will turn their tassels and em-
bark on the next chapter of their lives, 
their four years at St. Henry drawing to 
a close. 
Finally, I would like to thank all of you, 
our parishioners, for your support and 
your prayers throughout this school year.  
We are all very thankful for everything 
that you do, and please know that you 
are in our prayers as well.  Have a safe 
and blessed summer!  And that’s a wrap 
on yet another successful school year! 

News from  

 St. Henry 
   District High School 

Families for Life—Moved by Mercy by Marla Kelly 

including the moment of fertilization, 
cloning, or other moment at which 
an individual comes into being.  
Nothing in the bills will be construed 
to require the prosecution of any 
woman for the death of her unborn 
child, a prohibition on in vitro fertili-
zation, or a prohibition on use of 
birth control or another means of 
preventing fertilization. 

These bills need your help.  Contact 
your Senators and Congress Repre-
sentatives and ask them to support 
and help move these bills along.    
 

Protecting Life in Global Health As-
sistance:  In May, the Administration 
announced it would begin imple-
menting an expanded “Mexico City 
Policy,” which pro-life leaders hailed 
as a key step to curtailing abortion 
funding.  The expansion means that 
more forms of foreign funding will be 
directed to organizations that do not 
perform or support abortions over-
seas.  The plan extends the ban on 
funding of abortion supporters to 
other forms of foreign aid like global 
health assistance. 

Announced by Reagan at the United 
Nations Conference on Population 
Control in Mexico City in 1984—
hence its name—the policy, was and 
is, designed to ensure that U.S. tax-
payer money is not funneled to for-
eign nongovernmental organizations 
that perform or promote abortion as 
a method of family planning. 

“With the implementation of 
‘Protecting Life in Global Health As-
sistance,’ we have officially ceased 
exporting abortion to foreign na-
tions,” said Marjorie Dannenfelser, 
president of the Susan B. Anthony 
List. 

(Some information from The 
Daily Signal – Article by Rep. 
Chris Smith, New Jersey) 

I praise you, for I am wondrously 
made.  Wonderful are your works! 
You know me right well; my frame 
was not hidden from you, when I 
was being made in secret….(Psalm 
139:14-15)   

Families for Life Baby Bottle Cam-
paign: Please continue to save your 
change to help Care Net Pregnancy 
Centers. We will collect bottles on 
Father’s Day weekend and ask that 
you wait until this weekend to bring 
in your bottles.  If you forget, return 
it to the church as soon as possible.  
If you are unable to participate but 
have a bottle, please return it since 
these are used by other parishes 
and organization for future cam-
paigns.  Thanks for all your help and 
donations.   

Fortnight For Freedom: Each year 
dioceses around the country ar-
range special events to highlight the 
importance of defending religious 
freedom. The Fortnight for Freedom 
is always held from June 21—the 
vigil of the Feasts of St. John Fisher 
and St. Thomas More—to July 4, 
Independence Day. 

We are called to follow Christ as 
missionary disciples by seeking the 
truth, serving others, and living our 
faith in all that we do. Let us take a 
few moments each day from June 
21 - July 4 to pray, reflect, and take 
action on religious liberty, both 
here in this country and abroad. 
(from USCCB – Religious Liberty – 
check out this site for lots more in-
formation.) 

The Life at Conception Act: Senator 
Rand Paul re-introduced Senate bill 
S.231 and Congressman Alex 
Mooney re-introduced House bill 
HR.681, both which would reverse 
Roe vs. Wade.  Both bills declare 
that the right to life guaranteed by 
the Constitution is vested in each 
human being at all stages of life, 
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St. Vincent de Paul News  
by Marla Kelly 

  

 

NEW PARISHIONERS 
Gavin Bonar 

Celso & Nuria Alonso 

Jason & Wendy Siglock 

Trevor Ellison & Ashley Spille 

 
BAPTISMS 
Livia Andriola Beck 

Daughter of Nicholas & Nichole       
Elizabeth Beck 

Matthew Paul Houlehan 

Son of Nicholas & Kathleen Houlehan 

 

Baptisms at Easter Vigil 

Teegan Britt Ellison 

Daughter of Trevor & Ashley Spille 

Decklyn Foxx Ellison 

Daughter of Trevor & Ashley Spille 

 

Adult Baptisms 

Trevor Jarod Ellison 

Ashley Britt Spille 

Shawn Curtis Ross 

Shawn Michael Brown 

 

MARRIAGES 

Glenn Robert Taylor & Patricia Ann Smeal 

 

DEATHS 

Kathleen Elizabeth Cox  (April 24) 

Anna Marie Bowers   (May 10) 

Come to the first Youth Group Nerf Wars 
tournament! This event is open to high 
school students and graduated 8th grad-
ers! This idea was brought forward by 
members of the St. Paul Youth Group and 
wouldn't be possible without the generosi-
ty of the Parish. Thank you so much! 

we would like to pay $300 towards 
rent from our special fund 
and also pay her electric bill. Please 
pray for Anna and her family. 
 
 

Assistance provided in April 2017 
Thank you for your continued support 
There were 46 calls with a total of 144 
people helped. 
Home visits = 46 (144 people) 
Telephone Contacts = 0  
Other Client Meetings = 0  
Conference members’ hours and mile-
age:  Total 116 hours and 786 miles  
‘Direct Aid’ (Conference funded assis-
tance) - Total $5,134.66 
Food/Groceries (Remke) - $1,173.92 
Housing/Rent - $1,042.77 
Transportation - $1,010.00 
Utilities - $1,813.97 
Education / Day Care - $90.00 
Miscellaneous - $4.00 
‘In Kind Goods & Service’ (Vouchers/
Food) – Total $6,520.00 
Food - $1,775.00 (93 people) 
Furniture - $3,025.00 (29 people) 
Clothing - $1,220.00 (58 people) 
Other - $500.00 (40 people) 
 

Food Drive and Bundle Sunday 
We are having a food drive on two 
weekends in June, the 3 & 4 and 10 & 
11.  Please bring your donations to any 
of the masses.  And for those who may 
be doing some Spring Cleaning, or just 
has some items they would like to do-
nate to our stores, we are having a 
Bundle Sunday on June 10 & 11.  We 
will have a SVdP truck at church and 
will accept gently used clothing and 
houseware and small items.  For larger 
items please call the warehouse at 859
-446-7719 to arrange for donation pick
-up.  Remember you may be charged 
$30 dollars for the pick-up.  
 
Next SVdP Meeting - Saturday, June 
10 at 9:00 AM in the Schneider build-
ing.  Come join and see what we are all 
about.     
 

Mary and I recently had the privi-
lege of meeting Anna , whose life 
circumstances have found her 
needing assistance. Anna is a mild 
mannered woman with two young 
children. Anna and her boys had 
been in a domestic violence situa-
tion.  Anna did not tell us if she 
was abused but did tell us that her 
sons were physically hit by their 
father.  In fact, he broke the leg of 
the youngest boy, Abel. Although 
Abel said he fell off the couch, phy-
sicians at St. Elizabeth said that his 
break indicated something more 
than just a fall and listed the inci-
dent as abuse.  The father no long-
er has visiting rights. However, An-
na had a recent altercation with 
him when he saw her at a gas sta-
tion and tried to hit her with his 
car.  She is going to court for this 
attack.  Anna and her children are 
suffering emotional distress. Both 
boys are under doctors’ care but, 
her 6-year-old son,  Kendal, has 
been most affected and has behav-
ior problems (PTDS) and ADHD. 
Anna does have a job. However, 
since she does not have any family 
that can help her, she often has to 
leave work to care for her son and, 
therefore, gets docked pay.  In 
fact, the week we visited her, she 
found it necessary to take the en-
tire week off due to various family 
appointments.  Her employer, Best 
Sanitizer, has been working with 
her and Anna does get some gov-
ernment assistance. Unfortunately 
Anna does not receive child sup-
port.  She was told that, until the 
back pay on child support reaches 
about $5,000, the government 
cannot go after her ex-husband.  
She is working with KVC on several 
issues including help with her son.  
They also helped with her rent, 
recently paying $300.   
 
Mary and I left our visit with Anna 
feeling admiration for her determi-
nation to heal and strengthen her 
family. Since circumstances have 
put her behind in several bills, 



 
To submit articles to The Link, please e-mail your information to TheLink@stpaulnky.org. 

If you are unable to send via e-mail, please drop off a copy at the rectory.   
The deadline to submit articles is the 3rd Monday of each month. 

Change Service Requested 

-2126 

St. Paul  
Vacation Bible School 

June 14-16 
9:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 

Come and experience how Jesus 
is at work through us in story-
telling, crafts, activities, and 

even the snacks! 

5 Years - Completed 4th Grade 

$25/1 child - $30/2 - $35/3 or more 

Registration Forms are located in 
the Gathering Space and online  

under Religions Formation. 

Deadline to register is JUNE 7 

Contact: Reo@stpaulnky.org 


