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“God loves us...Share His love with everyone!”
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Picture Directory
Thank you to all
parishioners who
were able to come
out and have their
picture taken. We
appreciate everyone’s
patience and participation.
We hope to have the
directory designed and
approved within the next two
months. If you have pictures
of events at Saint Paul Parish,
please send them to Amy Feie
at afeie@stpaulnky.org

St. Paul Church in Florence, KY

January 2018

Adult Faith Formation by Katie Hubbart
Christology
Father Barth will be teaching Christology at Saint Paul
Parish. The class is on Saturday, January 13 and January 20
from 9:00 AM until 2:00 PM in the Schneider Building. If you
are interested in attending, please register at
the covdio.org website under OFFICES & Catechesis &
Formation. Scroll down and there is a QUICK LINK to the
Adult Faith Formation Courses 2017-18. The cost is $35.
—————————————————————————————————————

Bishop Robert Barron's David the King Series
In Bishop Barron's new film and study program, “David the
King,” Bishop Barron helps us understand this pivotal figure in light of
the first king and the King of kings. Come and enjoy a Faith
filled morning to explore David the King.
This series will begin on Sunday mornings after the 8:00 AM Mass in the Bride's
Room/Conference room of the Gathering Space. It will run every Sunday
beginning January 7 and conclude on February 6.
If you have any questions, call Katie Hubbart at 859-371-8051 ext. 222.

Saint Nicholas Visited Religious
Education Classes By: Katie Hubbart
Saint Nicholas visited the children of the Saint Paul Religious Education
program on Wednesday, December 6. The Saint Paul Religious
Education program has a number of catechists and about 150 students
enrolled. What you may not realize is that we also have a number of
Peer Ministers, high school students who come each week to help in a
number of ways. For the past couple of
weeks, they planned a skit about Saint
Nicholas as a poem about him was read.
They asked the 8th Grade Confirmation
Candidates to help.

Continue reading on page 3...

By St. Paul 8th Graders Andrew T. and Isaac J.
St. Paul 8th graders performed “The Best Christmas Pageant Ever” for the school and parents last month. Reviews are
in and critics are giving it a five-star rating and some actors were even nominated for an Oscar! Not exactly, but the
students did work extremely hard on making this play flawless. They practiced from September all the way until the
first of December, with the guidance of their great teachers Mrs. Hartwig and Mrs. Keyser, and with some extra helping hands from Mrs. North, Ms. Kelly and Mr. Payne. The play was a twist on the usual Nativity story about the birth
of Jesus. In a small town, a Sunday school is performing their yearly Christmas pageant when everything goes wrong
when the Herdmans, “the worst kids in the history of the world,” show up. The Herdmans are a group of kids that bully, smoke cigars, and steal from the town grocery store. When they hear that the Sunday school gives out free desserts, they come right away and volunteer to be in the play. Along the way there were fights, mishaps, and lots of
laughter, but in the end it really did turn into the best Christmas pageant ever for both the Herdmans and the 8th
graders! If you missed the play, there is also a book and a movie!

Over the Hill & Young at Heart
The Over the Hill & Young at Heart group celebrated friendship
during a gathering in early December. Kathi Good hosted the
evening in her beautifully and
meticulously decorated home where
there was wonderful food, drink and
laughter. Each month, the seniors meet
to experience friendship and faith
during social events. They love to
welcome new members. If you are
interested in learning more about the
Saint Paul Seniors, please contact
MaryAnn Knaley at 859-525-6081.

Confirmation Service
Project: Papa's R Worth It
By St. Paul 8th Grader Mary E. & 8th Grade Service
As a Confirmation Service project, we are making
Welcome Baskets to be given to Homeless Single
Fathers and their children through the Interfaith
Hospitality Network of Cincinnati. We chose to
help single fathers because there doesn't seem to
be much help for them. We need your help to do
this.
To make the baskets, the students are in need of
donations of the following items:
Towels, reusable grocery bags, body lotion, sunscreen, toothbrushes, toothpaste, wash cloths,
loofahs, socks, shampoo, conditioner, razors and
conditioners. All items should be full size.
We are collecting items January 3 - February 4. A
container will be in the Gathering Space in
Church. Thank you for helping!

2

St. Nicholas Visited Religious
Education Classes Continued...
These high school
students are not only
excited to attend and
participate on Wednesday
evenings, they are
creative, responsible and
incredible mentors for the
younger students. I am so
thankful to be able to
work with these amazing
kids. If you see them around the parish or at
Mass, thank them for the positive impact they
are making on others. They are Caroline Baker,
Brooke Bidwell, Tyler Cropper, Chris Cropper,
Taylor Cummins, Paige Devrooman, Caitlin
Dunaway, Jasmine Farris, Olivia Kappes, PJ
Mendenhall, & Marianna Rozell. Thank you and
you are all amazing!

Quarter Auction Thank You!
Thank you to everyone that came out to the
Quarter Auction benefitting the St. Paul PTO! It
was a fun night! Thank you, also, to the
Florence Lions Club for hosting.

News from St. Henry
District High School
By: Maggie Tagher
Saint Henry District High School is all decked out for
Christmas! All of the students walked in after the relaxing Thanksgiving break to the halls all decorated with
banners and Christmas lights. There are painted designs
on the windows and candy canes on everyone’s locker.
Student Council worked very hard decorating the school,
and it really put everyone in the Christmas spirit, which
was awesome considering final exams are coming up.
Also, since it is the holidays, all of the high schoolers invited
their grandparents to attend St. Henry’s annual Grandparents’
Mass. It is wonderful to have everyone’s family together to get in
the holiday spirit. During the mass the teachers announced St.
Henry’s project called Elves on a Mission. This SHDHS Christmas
tradition invites clubs, teams, and Crusader families and friends to
“adopt” local families, who otherwise wouldn’t have a Christmas,
and provide them with presents, food, and basic necessities for
Christmas. In past years, the families have shown great appreciation for our donations and have
sent so many thanks to the school.
Grandparents were given the opportunity to help with this project
and after the mass, everyone had
a wonderful spirit of giving.
Winter sports have started, which include bowling, archery,
swimming, and basketball. The basketball players, both girls and
boys, just started their season and have been working super hard.
Multiple players say that this season, they will be hard to compete
with, and they are excited for what is to come. During their first
few games, they really showed the other schools in the area that
they are a force to be reckoned with.
Last week was Crusader day, when eighth graders from feeder
schools and other schools in the area come to St. Henry for a day
to see what it is like to be a Crusader. They toured the school, ate
pizza, and participated in fun activities with the SHDHS students.
We had a wonderful pep rally to show off our school spirit where
the cheerleaders did a routine and Student Ambassadors got everyone excited. There were dance contests and dodgeball games
that everyone got super excited for. All of the eighth graders
looked really excited, and we all hope they come to high school
here next year!
Overall, everyone is really excited for Christmas break, and it
couldn’t come soon enough. This past month at St. Henry has been
great, and we will come back from break ready for the second semester!
We wish you and your families a very Merry Christmas and a
happy, healthy, and blessed 2018.
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St. Paul Families for Life—
Be Not Afraid
By Marla Kelly

40 Days for Life Campaign, another success!!
Shawn Carney announced they were
aware of 693 babies spared from
abortion during this campaign. The
next campaign is February 14 to
March 25.
Washington DC March for Life
2018
The Pro-Life Office is sponsoring an
adult/family bus for their annual
pilgrimage to Washington DC in January commemorating the 45th Anniversary of the Supreme Court’s Decision of Roe vs. Wade. The bus
departs from Erlanger on Thursday,
January 18th and return during the
afternoon of Saturday, January
20th. The rates include bus transportation and two nights stay at the
Washington Marriott at Metro Center. Rates are as follows:
$320.00 per person double occupancy
$265.00 per person triple occupancy
$235.00 per person quad occupancy
Monthly payment plan can be
made, and scholarships are also
available. For information and reservations, please contact the ProLife Office at 859-392-1500 or email
ppiccola@covdio.org
If you cannot attend, please think
about sponsoring a high school student. Many students each year are
unable to attend the March for Life
due to the cost of the trip. The
Chris Rice Memorial Fund, named in
memory of a young man who was
dedicated to pro-life causes, enables
those students who cannot afford
the pilgrimage to Washington the
opportunity to go. Donations in any
amount are greatly appreciated. Please send donations to: Diocese of Covington, Pro-Life Office,
1125 Madison Ave, Covington,
KY 41011-3115.
Nine Days for Life Novena – This
annual period of prayer and action

is focused on cherishing the gift of every
person’s life. The novena runs January
18 – 26, 2018. While the overarching
intention of the novena is the end to
abortion, it also addresses topics spanning across the range of life issues. Each
day's one-page prayer guide focuses on
a different intention. The novena prayer
has not been released but you can visit
the website at www.9dayforlife.com to
see the different methods for obtaining
and following the novena.
Pro-Life Activities - The United States
Catholic Conference of Bishops (USCCB)
has much information about our Catholic faith but I would like to direct you to
their Pro-Life site of Activities. There
you can subscribe to any number of notices and emails. There is the monthly
‘Pray for Life’ that provides prayers and
intentions and short reflection, or the
monthly ‘People of Life’ that contains
the latest pro-life issues and events. Or
maybe you would like to join the weekly
notice of ‘Call to Prayer’ for Life, Marriage & Religious Liberty; a suggested
activity to do each Friday. Then there is
the bi-monthly ‘Life Issues Forum’, a pro
-life column addressing the latest culture
of life issues. One other selection is the
‘Pro-Life Action Alerts’, to notify you of
upcoming legislation, so you can contact
your representatives.
So many ways to keep informed, find
prayers and intentions and to continue
the pursuit to help change our world,
our country from a culture of death to a
culture of LIFE.
Go to the bishop site; usccb,org, select
the About USCCB and then click on
USCCB Offices. On the left side scroll
down until you see Pro-Life Activities
and click on the link. On
this page to the right is
the Pro-Life Email Subscriptions. It is not as
hard as it seems and well
worth the try.
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We have new doors at the preschool
entrance of the school funded by
Boosters. The old doors were in
serious disrepair. They were poorly
insulated with gaps in the doors
allowing water to come through the
top and bottom. Thank you Boosters
for safer, better insulated and more
secure doors!

A sincere thank you to all of those
who came to and set up for the St.
Nicholas Breakfast. We were able to
donate over 30 non-perishable items
and raised $120 for Mary Rose
Mission. We'll see you again next
year!
- Gavin Bonar, Youth Minister

Giving
Tree:
Thank
You
Thank you to everyone for your support
this year with the Giving Tree. We also
appreciate the assistance we received
with sorting and distributing the gifts.

NEW PARISHIONERS
MR. & MRS. ROBERT HENKENBERNS
MR. & MRS. JEFFREY COMBS
DEATHS
Hieronymus Chamblee (Nov. 17)
Ralph Schwartz (Nov. 27)
Patricia Spanier (Nov. 28)
Lois Payne (Dec. 6)
BAPTISMS
Braxton Czirr
Son of Nicholas and Brittany Czirr
Avery Bramlage
Daughter of Nicholas and Sarah
Bramlage
Olivia Bolte
Daughter of Douglas and Stacy
Bolte

St. Vincent de Paul News
by Marla Kelly

The following story was provided by
Marion, one of our members, about a
family needing help with Christmas this
past season.
Maria called for help for her family needing food and Christmas gifts for her children. She and her husband both work
full-time when it is offered. They have
two children, an infant and a toddler.
Maria has been working at an automotive company for about 4 years. She
recently completed her bachelor’s degree in criminal justice. She is still working at the auto company; and this company has given her some tuition reimbursement. Her husband has worked full
time at an office store for over a year
and has his GED. Maria's sister and her
two (junior high school aged) children
moved into Maria’s home about 3
months ago to escape a domestic abuse
situation. Maria’s sister is minding her
young nieces in exchange for room,
board and food for herself and her two
teens. With these three extra mouths to
feed and the holidays coming, Maria's
budget is stretched beyond its limit. She
had never called for help before and was
so very grateful when we offered her
food from our pantry, food and clothing
vouchers and a Christmas dinner basket.
Also, gift requests for the children were
placed on our parish Giving Tree.
Through the generosity of the parishioners of St. Paul Parrish, know that your
kindness is being distributed with care
and received with sincere gratitude.
There were many families in situations
this past holiday season requesting help
with Christmas. These include: A father
whose wife left him and his 5 childrenWe gave this family to St. Henry District
High School; An aunt who has a daughter of her own but took in two nephews,
a niece and a great nephew all while she
was fighting cancer- she is in remission.
Praise God!; Parents whose son lost his
job and had to move in with them with
his two daughters; A mother and son
who moved to our area and was living at
the Welcome Home in Covington- She
found work and was helped getting into
an apartment but did not have any extra
money for Christmas.
I was at the entrance at church and saw
people bringing in the many gifts. I
spoke with several parishioners and
many stated they “threw in” some additional items with their gifts. Such BIG
hearts we have here at St. Paul, and, as
Marion stated, your help with the Giving
Tree provided many families and espe-
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cially children with a wonderful Christmas.
We again thank Steve and Polly for chairing the program, their family and all others who helped in so many ways with the
Giving Tree.
Following is our conference’s annual
report covering activities from
10/1/16 to 9/30/17:
1. Conference calls: 758 calls serving a
total of 2208 people. 84% were home
visits made by our members and the
remaining percent of time was spent
on hospital, phone calls or other client
meetings.
2. Members Times: Our members put in
1541.6 hours and again the majority of
this time was spent on home visits,
86%. The remaining time covered
conference meeting, work with our
food pantry, deliveries and other tasks.
3. Starting balance $51,749.73 and Ending balance $26,279.25
- Total Receipts: $35,536,40
- Total Expenses: $61,006.88
4. ‘Direct Aid’: (Conference funded
assistance) - Total $60,993.78
5. ‘In Kind Goods & Service’: (Vouchers/
Food) – Total $90,282.04
The following is our October &
November 2017 financial report:
October:
1. Conference calls: 88 calls serving a
total of 285 people
2. Members Times: 175.3 hours
3. Starting balance $26,279.25 and
Ending balance $27,139.35
- Total Receipts: $6,333.45
- Total Expenses: $5,473.35
4. ‘Direct Aid’: (Conference funded
assistance) - Total $4,819.35
5. ‘In Kind Goods & Service’:
(Vouchers/Food) – Total $17,538.48
November:
1. Conference calls: 87 calls serving a
total of 259 people
2. Members Times: 220.5 hours
3. Starting balance $27,139.35 and
Ending balance $26,047.13
- Total Receipts: $4,585.35
- Total Expenses: $5,677.57
4. ‘Direct Aid’: (Conference funded
assistance) - Total $5,677.57
5. ‘In Kind Goods & Service’:
(Vouchers/Food) – Total $16,760.00
Next SVdP Meeting - Saturday, January
13 at 9:00 AM in the Schneider building.
We invite you to come see what SVdP is
all about.

-2126

Change Service Requested

To submit articles to The Link, please e-mail your information to TheLink@stpaulnky.org.
If you are unable to send via e-mail, please drop off a copy at the rectory.
The deadline to submit articles is the 3rd Monday of each month.

