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Lent 2018
You probably know that Bingo,
one of our biggest fundraisers,
is held every Tuesday night at
7PM. But, have you ever noticed how much work it takes
to run it? Julie Keyser and
Dave Bennett coordinate
Bingo and organize the weekly
event. It takes countless hours
and many volunteers to run it
every week. Without their
dedication, there would be no
Bingo. So, give them a shout
out the next time you see
them! The Bingo crew would
love to have your help on
Tuesday nights. Please
consider volunteering at:
signup.com/go/6VF17R

Lent begins Wednesday, February 14. The Season of Lent is a
season of penance, reflection, and fasting which prepares us
for Christ's Resurrection on Easter Sunday, through which we
attain redemption.
This year, Saint Paul has a number of opportunities for you to
reconnect with God and yourself, to re-center yourself, to
leave the stress of the world to the side for a moment and to
reignite your life and your focus back to God.

Bible Study with Father Jason & Deacon Tom
Every Monday beginning February 19 during Lent at 7:00 PM in the Schneider building, Father Jason and Deacon Tom will meet with those yearning to learn about the
Bible and how to read it to understand what God is saying to us. This is going to be
a basic Bible study, while addressing the participants’ questions. Come and join
them in a dynamic relaxed Bible study.

The Creed with Father Barth
What is the Creed and what does it mean to you and your faith? Come and learn
about it through a 6 part series in which Father Barth will be examining The Creed.
It will take place during Lent every Wednesday beginning February 21 through
March 28 after the 7:15 p.m. Mass (8 p.m.) in the Church.

Wednesday Night Mass
Every Wednesday during Lent, Mass will be celebrated at 7:15 p.m.

Stations of the Cross/Reconciliation
Every Friday in Lent starting on February 16 at 7:30 PM. Bring your family and renew your understanding of the sacrifice of Jesus. Make this a new Lenten tradition.
Reconciliation will be offered from 7-7:30 p.m.

Encounter Lent: Rice Bowls
Join our St. Paul Parish—and nearly 14,000 Catholic communities across the United
States—in a life-changing Lenten journey of encounter with CRS Rice Bowl. Pick up
your family’s CRS Rice Bowl from Gathering Space on February 10-11. During the
40 days of Lent, use this time to encounter your neighbor as a family.

The Youth Group has a goal of
making 200 Rosaries by the end of
this year for Mary Rose Mission.
Ash Wednesday: February 14
Help us by making donations of
Mass Times: 8:15 a.m., 12:10 p.m. and 7:15 p.m.
Rosary materials to the rectory!

Our St. Paul robotics pro-

gram is a fun and exciting
way for middle school students to put STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering,
Math) into action and to
prepare for high school and
future careers. With guidance from parent coaches,
students use VEX robotics
products and STEM concepts to design, build, and
program robots during their
weekly after school
meetings. At the VEX IQ
Challenge events, two teams are paired together
to maximize scores in a game-based engineering challenge. The teams also compete individually in robot
skills challenges and for judges’ awards for design, research projects, and overall excellence.

Preschool was awarded a
5 STAR rating from the
Division of Childcare . . .
We are happy to announce that St. Paul
Preschool has received the highest rating of a
5 STAR preschool. Kentucky All STARS is
Kentucky’s expanded five-star quality rating
and improvement system for early care and
education programs. Studies show that
children who attend high quality early learning
environments have better math, language
and social skills. The unified system serves
all early care and education programs that
receive public funding including child care
centers, Head Start and public preschool.
Kentucky All STARS is based on Kentucky’s
Early Childhood Standards and
research-based indicators of quality. It
recognizes programs that have made a commitment to continuous quality improvement.

Our two Panther-Bot teams were among the best
teams in Kentucky during their inaugural 2016-2017
season. The current eight students are now are geared
up for this year’s “Ringmaster” challenge and are competing in two events to qualify for the VEX IQ Kentucky
2018 championship. The Panther-Bots’ goal is to return
to the VEX IQ World Championship in April to compete
against 400 teams from around the world. The teams
are coached by Steve and Jeanette Bolin and sponsored
by the St. Paul Boosters.
The VEX robotics program fosters development of
teamwork, critical thinking, project management, and
communication skills and
aims to
prepare
students to
become the
next
generation of
innovators
and problem
solvers.
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Confirmation Service Project
By 8th Grade Confirmation Candidates Jenna A. & Amber B.

As part of our Confirmation service project, we
are collecting size 5-6 newborn diapers and
pacifiers for Welcome House. We will be
collecting these items February 6-February 28 at
Mass. If you would like to donate, you can drop
them off in the Gathering Space. Thank You!

News from
St. Henry
District High School

Mission Trip Thank You
As you may recall, we, as a parish, were asked to help Hayden Norris go
on a mission trip. We are very proud of Hayden for making this commitment and for all the work he has done. Below is a thank you from Hayden
and a little about his trip.
Thank you so much for allowing me to have the best experience of my
life. Because of you, I was able to accomplish my fundraising goal and
complete my trip to Nicaragua. The generosity I received from everyone
at St. Paul was incredible. I got good luck wishes, prayers, and enough
fundraising to complete my and others, fundraising goals. Fundraising
alone made me feel amazing and inspired me through the generosity of
others. My trip was truly life changing. In the city of Chinandega, Nicaragua I got to experience extreme poverty. While I was in Nicaragua, my
fellow missionaries and I worked every day pouring concrete and building
walls to make a school for the children in the community, who just did
not go to school because there was not one in their community. During
my trip, I prayed hard and worked even harder. I got to play with the kids
of the community and eat the
food that they ate every night.
I met some super kind families
who were so welcome to me
and other missionaries and let
us into their homes. The trip
really made me realize how
blessed I am and how nice giving to others makes you feel.
Thank you so much for your
generosity, it was not wasted.
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By: Maggie Tagher
We survived midterms! That’s
right, the first semester has ended at St.
Henry District High School and we are into
the last half of the year. Everyone had a
wonderful vacation, and we are ready to
see what the new year brings.
We haven’t been back to school
for very long, but we’ve already had our
first snow days!
Many students were very glad to have
gotten an extra day off, but we are all
ready to see what the new semester
brings. Something very exciting that the
students were involved in recently was
the Elves on a Mission project run by
Shawn Schwarz, a teacher at our school.
For the project, we collect donations to
deliver Christmas gifts to families in need.
Usually, each sports team or club will
adopt a family to raise money for or bring
in gifts for. We are able to get them
clothes, hats, gloves, shoes, Kroger gift
cards, and many other items. So many
families are served for this project, and
every year, our school gets numerous
thank-you’s from all of the people we
have the opportunity to help. It was a
huge success this year and we were able
to help our biggest set of families yet!
Both boys and girls basketball
teams have been doing great this season!
The boys have beaten many teams that
include Ludlow and Conner. The girls
team recently beat Newport Central Catholic with an intense buzzer beater shot in
the first round of the All “A” tournament.
This win allowed them to advance to the
next round of the tournament. The archery team has done well this season also! They have a very big tournament coming up that includes over 900 shooters
from around the area. Go Cru!

The Greatest Prayer

by Father Jason Bertke

The Mass is the greatest prayer of the Church. When Mass is said, Christ’s
sacrifice at Calvary is made present on the altar. St. Jerome once said,
“Without doubt, the Lord grants all favors which are asked of Him in Mass,
provided that they be fitting for us; and, which is a matter of great wonder,
ofttimes He also grants that also which is not demanded of Him, if we, on
our part, put no obstacle in the way.”
Having Masses said for a particular intention has a long tradition in the
Church. However, in recent years, this is something that has been forgotten
by many of the faithful. Special graces and spiritual fruits are applied to the
Mass intentions. The Lord hears our prayers, and the greatest prayer is the
Mass — the sacrifice acceptable to the Lord.
Mass intentions are often applied for the dead. We pray for the souls of our
loved ones who may be in Purgatory. Purgatory is a place of purification. It is a place of suffering, but this suffering
cleanses us of our imperfections and purifies us from our sins so that we may be able to enter into the presence of
God. Everyone who goes to Purgatory will eventually go to Heaven. And most people who get to Heaven will have to
spend some time in Purgatory. We are always encouraged to pray for the dead.
Mass intentions may also be applied to the living. For example, we may have a Mass said for
a family member who is sick or for those preparing for First Communion or Confirmation.
The parish is in need of Mass intentions, so if you would like to have Mass said for any particular intention, please contact Linda Fryman in the Parish Office. It is sometimes more difficult to find Mass intentions for the weekdays, as people often would like the Mass for their
particular intention to be said at their normal Sunday Mass. But it is important to note that
you do not have to be present for the special graces of the Mass to be applied to your intention. Please take advantage of the greatest prayer that Christ has given his Church.

New and Exciting News for Youth Group! By Gavin Bonar, Youth Minister
We have a saying on the sign at the entrance of
Church that reads, "All are welcome." I think it's time
we further embrace that mantra. Starting immedi-

ately, Youth Group is now open to grades 712! For those who haven't heard about Youth Group,
it's our commitment to making St. Paul Parish a home
away from home through social events, community
service, and worship.
Meetings are every Sunday after the 12 p.m. Mass and
are held in the Schneider Building on the 2nd floor. We
meet at 1 p.m. and we go until 2:15-2:30 p.m. We always have snacks and drinks!
Check the front lobby of Church for posters with our
updated schedule and for special events like Snow
Tubing at Perfect North, Live Action Stations of the
Cross and Nerf Wars! Contact Gavin Bonar at
(859) 371-8051 ext. 228 or gbonar@stpaulnky.org.
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EACH FRIDAY DURING LENT
DINE IN or DRIVE THRU
5:00 – 8:00 PM
WEEKLY MENU POSTED AT
stpaulnky.org/school/boosters/
The St. Paul Fish Fry is sponsored by the St. Paul Booster Organization. We are in need of volunteers for each
Friday during lent. This is a great way to meet some
fantastic people, enjoy some fantastic food and help
raise money for our wonderful school. The Fish Fry
ST. PAUL FISH FRY COMPANY
does benefit our sports program but it does way more
than that! The last few years, due to the success of the
2018 Sponsorship
fish fry, we were able to buy a Chromebook for every
Includes:
6th, 7th and 8th grade student. This amazing benefit
will prepare our kids for their next adventure. We have
1. 2 Full Color 3x5’ banners – Displayed until the beginalso helped SPS improve WIFI services as well as proning of the next school year
vide safer entry doors for the preschool entrance. For
- (1) Placed in waiting line – Near double door our younger students, we fund the Olympic Day. One
by Administrative offices
athletic project in 2018, already approved by the
- (2) Placed in eating area – Near the bar area Board, is to install adjustable basketball goals in the
2. Title Fish Fry Sponsorship - $1,000.00
Carlin Center.

3.

4.

‘Top line’ Menu Sponsor – 2 color – $250.00
- Could be up to three main sponsors per
week
- Displayed on the BIG menu in the ordering
area
‘Top Line’ Sponsor(s) are mentioned during the
weekly TV giveaway

Payment by check to:
St. Paul Boosters
Attn: Brad Arthur
7303 Dixie Hwy
Florence, KY 41042

Our Fish Fry successes keep a lot of parts moving in an
exciting direction.
GREAT FOOD!
We will have your favorite Blue Ribbon Specials this
year including our famous Sweet Bourbon-glazed Salmon, Cajun Barbecue Shrimp, Stuffed Alaskan White Fish
and our Amazing Fish Taco Bar as well as all the delicious fried and baked fish and sides you are familiar
with. Totally kid friendly menu options are available.
NEW THIS YEAR
We have a drive thru for those freezing
Friday nights!

For Sponsorship, please contact Brad Arthur by
email or phone: barthur26.2@gmail.com
859.468.9960

WIN A FLAT SCREEN TV OR CASH!
Every Friday, with the purchase of any meal, each adult
will have a chance to win a flat screen TV sponsored by
our many friends at St. Paul and in the business community. We have sponsorships left if you are interested. We will also do a split-the-pot each Friday.

Thanks to our 2017 Sponsors:

If you would like to volunteer or be a Fish Fry Sponsor
this year, please reach out to one of the contacts below.
Scott Millay
smillay@millayco.com
Brad Arthur
barthur26.2@gmail.com
-TV Sponsorships – email Brad for details
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Coming Soon - Visit our website for our weekly menu:
http://stpaulnky.org/school/boosters/

St. Paul Families for Life—
Be Not Afraid By Marla Kelly
rienced abortion. (In the United States
alone, over 58,000,000 baby girls and
boys have been aborted since the legalization of abortion in 1973.)
Volunteers are critical to New Hope’s
ministry. Training is available for both
women and men learning to mentor new
mothers and fathers in gaining a better
understanding of their unique roles and
responsibilities facing an unplanned pregnancy. Their upcoming training program
40 Days for Life Campaign: It may
will be held February 8 & 9, 2018 from
not be New Year Day but make a reso- 8:30 am – 2:30 pm. For more information
lution to join in the 40 Days for Life
or to register for this training, call Denise
campaign; to pray in front of the
at 341-0767 ext. 14 or email:
Planned Parenthood facility in Cincin- dnevins@newhopecenter.com. You can
nati. Go to the Cincinnati 40 Days for also visit their website:
Life site at 40daysforlife.com/
www.newhopedonations.com
Cincinnati to sign up. The next camPrayers Needed: The Supreme Court will
paign begins on Ash Wednesday, Febhear arguments this February for and
ruary 14 and ends Palm Sunday,
against California's so-called
March 25. If you like to pray with a
"Reproductive Fact Act." The California
group, a vigil is held every Friday evenlaw forces medically-licensed pregnancy
ing during the campaign. (Please see
support centers, in direct contradiction of
site for the exact time but usually betheir mission and beliefs, to provide inforgins at 7:00 pm and lasts an hour.) If
mation to clients about publicly funded
you are not able to make it to the faabortion. A national pregnancy resource
cility, please consider setting some
center advocacy group, National Institute
time each day to pray for the end of
of Family Life Advocates (NIFLA), is chalabortion and respect for all life.
lenging the law, arguing that it violates
Through your prayer and fasting, we
the centers' rights to free speech and free
can put an end to abortion.
exercise of religion.
 Vigil location: Outside Planned
The U.S. bishops view pregnancy support
Parenthood, 2314 Auburn Ave.,
services as an essential part of reaching
Cincinnati, OH 45219
out to women who are vulnerable to
 Vigil hours: 7 am to 7 pm daily
abortion. Many women feel pressured to
 Contact: Mary Clark,
cincy40days@fuse.net/513-791- abort. A pregnancy help center may be a
woman's sole means of emotional, mate4039 if you have questions.
For this campaign to be successful, we rial, or financial support. Many centers
provide medical services, helping women
need YOU! Pray and get involved to
who would otherwise find it difficult or
save lives!
impossible to obtain high-quality medical
The New Hope Center’s mission is to
care for themselves and their unborn chilstrengthen families by being a guiding
dren.
light of strength and care for families
Laws like the California "Fact Act" place a
with pregnancy related concerns.
They offer Hope, Help and Healing by significant burden on those who serve,
providing education that encourages and threaten the welfare of the thousands of women, children, and families
abstinence before marriage, helps
who benefit from pregnancy support and
men and women who are facing an
unplanned pregnancy, and offers emo- medical care. Pray for an end to attacks
tional support for those who’ve expe- on the freedom of pregnancy care centers to serve women and their children.
“When a woman is facing a difficult
pregnancy, the reaction of the first
person she tells tends to set the tone
for her decision-making. How do we
respond in a loving way that is lifeaffirming for both her and her baby?”
Find out in “What to Do When a
Friend is Considering Abortion:
www.bit.ly/friend-consideringabortion.
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We would like to extend our sincere thanks to all of the wonderful
people on the Bereavement Committee, and all those that assisted
in the funeral for Gary Blanchet. We truly felt God's hand in it,
and much love and comfort
through all those that participated
during the planning of the Mass,
Fr. Barth, lectors, Eucharistic ministers, the music, and food preparation. We are truly blessed to be
part of the church family here at
St. Paul.
Thank You,
The family of Gary Blanchet
—————————————–—

Dear Janet and Volunteers,
We hope you understand what an
important ministry you serve. It
means so much to us that our St.
Paul family comforted us and our
friends and loved ones after
Dad’s funeral. Thank You!
- The Family of the Jim Ewing

NEW PARISHIONERS
MS. BETHANY AMMONS
MS. AMY ADAMS
MR. AND MRS. STEPHEN BODEN
MR. AND MRS. LUKE ROLFES & FAMILY
DEATHS
ELLA MAE CAHILL (DEC. 19)
RICHARD (PETE) BROCKMAN (DEC. 24)
LINDA FARMER (DEC. 28)
BAPTISMS
Adeline Louise Floyd
Daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Russell Floyd
Jack Weston Gruber
Son of Mr. and Mrs. Sean Gruber
WEDDINGS
Thomas Manon Fields & Lindsey Marie
Goderwis (Dec. 31)

St. Vincent de Paul News
by Marla Kelly

SVdP Christmas Food Delivery: Our conference members set out Saturday, December 16 to
deliver food baskets to 32 families in the Florence
area. The boxes contained a Ham, potatoes, vegetables and other items to complete their Christmas meal. They also contained homemade cookies and banana bread thanks to Sara McNay and
her elves (sister, mother-in-law and husband,
Tom). All our families were very appreciative to
receive this food for Christmas.
The following is our December 2017 financial
report:
Conference calls: 41 calls serving a total of 104
people
Members Times: 111 hours
Starting balance $26,047.13 - Ending balance
$28,225.65
Total Receipts: $6,021.47
Total Expenses: $3,842.95
‘Direct Aid’: (Conference funded assistance) - Total
$3,720.11
‘In Kind Goods & Service’: (Vouchers/Food) – Total
$5,395.00
A Grandmother’s Thank You – “I also thank you for
being you. Just when I thought we were lost GOD sent
us his angels to let us know we were found!
Rose and Marilyn visited Mary in October, 2017. They
were able to help with her electric bill, provide food
and add her and her 3 granddaughters to the Christmas Giving Tree. Mary sent a 9-page letter to our parish explaining her situation and thanking us profusely
for the help we provided, especially the Christmas
gifts. Rose returned a note letting her know we received her Thank You and received some additional
information from Mary. Rose provided the following
summary of the situation.
Mary is a 46-year-old divorced woman who has managed well to always pay her bills by working hard. Her
mother was diagnosed with stage 4 rectal cancer and
she decided to quit her job to be there daily to help
her mother. That was working out okay but she depleted her life savings for living expenses helping her
mother. Then her daughter, whom our conference
has helped in the past, had her 3 children taken from
her due to drug convictions and is now in prison. So,
Mary took in the 3 little granddaughters, ages 6, 5 and
1½, without any help or child support. The week of
our visit, her electric was disconnected since she could
not pay. She had to move in with a cousin. After calling several agencies and getting no help, or encouragement, Mary contacted SVdP and was treated kind-

ly by a gentleman at the Call Center. The call from Elsmere
came to St. Paul and Marilyn and I went to visit her. We
paid to get her utilities back on and got her signed up for
the Giving Tree. In her return letter to me, she repeated
how she could not believe complete strangers would come
to her assistance at this terrible time in her life.
In Mary’s words; “Then there comes Bob, the 1st person to
take my call, then you and Marilyn COMPLETE strangers
came in and saved the day. You did NOT know my story,
whether I was truthful or simply trying to get more. You
knew nothing and you trusted me, listened to me, prayed
with me, then helped me! Complete strangers. That is very
touching to me and will forever be remembered, FOREVER!
I, long for the day to be able to help another as you have
helped me. You and all the participants will never KNOW
the overwhelming feelings of gratitude, happiness, sadness
all emotions that flowed through me that exact moment.
Not to mention the beautiful Christmas these girls had all
because complete strangers helped us.”
Mary and her granddaughters had a very nice Christmas
and the thoughtfulness of everyone she encountered at St
Paul helped to restore her faith that God had not abandoned her. When she came to pick up her gifts, she said a
priest brought them out to her and took them to her
car. She said she cried the whole way, not believing this
was real. (The priest she mentioned was Michael
Elmlinger, our seminarian.) She asked how could she ever
repay all this to St Paul and he said to her, "You can repay
us by having a wonderful Merry Christmas!"
I wrote back to let Mary know we received her letter and
asked about her mother and how things were going. Her
mother has made remarkable recovery and has gone back
to work part time, though she will be on chemo the rest of
her life. Mary, however is determined to make ends meet
by herself without going after any government assistance. The bad news is that her 1½ year old granddaughter
is in Children's Hospital with cancer and she is devastated. Questioning again about what she did in her life to deserve all this tribulation.
As you can see, Mary still needs our prayers to help her
through another overwhelming time in her life. Please
keep her, her mother and granddaughters, especially her
little one, in your prayers.
NEXT SVDP MEETING – No meeting in February. Next
meeting Saturday, March 10 at 9:00 AM in the Schneider
building. We welcome our younger parishioners, and all,
to come see what SVdP is all about.
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Change Service Requested

February 14, 2018
Mass Times: 8:15 a.m.,
12:10 p.m. and 7:15 p.m.

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Sunday

6:45 PM

6:45 PM

Vespers

Vespers

6:45 PM

6:00 PM

6:45 PM

Holy Hour

Vespers

3:30 -4:00 PM
Reconciliation

8:00 AM Mass

Vespers

7:00 PM

7:15 PM

6:45 PM

5:00 PM Mass

10:00 AM Mass

Bible Study with

Mass

Vespers

7:00 – 7:30 PM
Reconciliation

Fr Jason & Deacon
Tom

8:00 PM Understanding the
Creed
With Fr. Barth

7:30 PM

Noon Mass

Stations of the
Cross

To submit articles to The Link, please e-mail your information to TheLink@stpaulnky.org.
If you are unable to send via e-mail, please drop off a copy at the rectory.
The deadline to submit articles is the 3rd Monday of each month.

