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FLORENCE ROTARY CLUB TEACHER
OF THE YEAR
ST. PAUL SUMMER
FESTIVAL
July 20, 21 & 22
Festival planning has begun.
Please mark your calendars and
plan on joining us for a fun
filled weekend with your parish
family and friends. If you would
like to help in any way, please
email festival@stpaulnky.org.

St. Paul

Vacation Bible
School
Save the Date
June 20-22

Congratulations Karen Poulos, Florence Rotary
Club Teacher of The Year! Mrs. Poulos was
selected, along with 3 other teachers in Boone
County, by the Rotary Club as Teacher of the
Year. We are so proud of Mrs. Poulos and
appreciate all that she does for St. Paul and the
community! Mrs. Poulos teaches physical
education and
Spanish for
students in
preschool
through grade
8. She is also one of our Student
Council sponsors and gives swimming
lessons in the community. She always
gives 100% to her students and St.
Paul. She will be honored at a Rotary
Club luncheon, will receive an award,
and will get $250 to donate to her
favorite charity. Mrs. Poulos has been
part of the St. Paul family for 9 years
and is beloved by all.

Embracing the Cross of Jesus Christ
From the International Catholic Stewardship Council

BREAKING DOWN
THE BIBLE... PART 2
Breaking Down the Bible with
Father Jason and Deacon Tom has
been so much fun we are going to
continue to meet. We will
reconvene on Monday, April 9. It
will start off with the Gospel of
John. If you would like to join,
please do. We meet every
Monday at 7:00 PM in the Schneider Building Rooms 201-202.

The Lenten season offers us a unique opportunity to focus more intently on the
gift of the cross. Do you ever think about how you experience the cross of Jesus
Christ? Do you ever think about the power of that cross in your daily life? Is the
cross even relevant to your life? It is to stewards of the Lord, who recognize the
hope Christ brings through the gift of his cross. They acknowledge that for them,
the cross is their only hope. Being good stewards of our life in Christ is not easy,
but to embrace the cross is not only countercultural, it seems absurd. Then
again, we cannot avoid what Jesus said to his disciples: If you wish to come after
me you must deny yourself and take up your cross daily and follow me. For if you
wish to save your life, you will lose it; but if you lose your life for my sake you will
save it (Luke 9:23-24). The cross is more readily embraced by people of faith who
suffer, are poor, broken, or are the victims of such things as violence, oppression
or natural disaster. Continue Reading on Page 3...

Healthy Challenge Week Surprise!
On March 20, St. Paul was all a-buzz! It was because we had a very special
visitor, Omar Cummings. Mr. Cummings was a striker for FC Cincinnati for
the past 2 seasons, #14. He visited St. Paul as part of our Healthy Challenge
Week. He spoke to the students
about eating right and getting
plenty of exercise. He answered
questions from the students and
even challenged them to races
and a soccer shoot-out. The
students had a great time and
we really appreciate Mr.
Cummings taking the time to
visit us! We also want to thank
Mrs. Koplyay and Mrs. Poulos for
organizing the event.

Congratulations Brady!
Brady won The Carnegie and Chick-Fil-A
Willy Wonka Golden Ticket coloring
contest in January held at the Chick-Fil-A
on Mall Road in Florence! His artwork
was chosen from about 300 entries.
Brady won tickets to see Willy Wonka at
the Otto M.Budig Theatre and St. Paul
received $300 to use toward the art
program. Way to go Brady!

Way to go Panther-Bots!!!
What happens when St. Paul Panthers see a
need? They address it, of course!
Two of our third graders, Ashleigh D. and McKenna H. saw that some of
the most popular books in our library needed to be replaced. So, they
came up with the idea that they would sell headbands to raise the
money. With help from Ashleigh’s mom, the girls raised $405!
On top of that, they reached out to the Knights of Columbus Bishop
Flaget Assembly #307 who graciously donated another $250 for the
library. This donation brought the total to $655 that the girls raised to
replace some of the beloved series, like the Harry Potter and the I
Survived books. The girls wanted to make sure that students had the
chance to enjoy those series for years to come. They exceeded their goal
many times over and we couldn’t be prouder! We’d also like to thank
Dustin Reed and Bill Kopp from the Knights of Columbus for their
incredible donation and
support! The important work
that they do to help support
libraries and literacy is much
appreciated! Their donation
will help us to identify and
replace even more cherished
tales. Never underestimate
the power of the Panthers!
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We are thrilled to announce that the St.
Paul Panther-Bots are headed to the VEX
IQ World Championship in late April,
again! The Panther-Bots will be one of
three Kentucky middle school teams and
will compete with 400 robotics teams
from around the world.
At the VEX IQ Kentucky State Championship on March 3, the Panther-Bots Blue
team won the Teamwork Champion
Award by earning the highest score with
their partner in the finals. The PantherBots Gold team placed 10th in the teamwork rankings. It was an exciting day for
our Panther-Bots, coaches, and the families who came to support our St. Paul
teams.

Ministers Needed

By Katie Hubbart

Gil Folz coordinates all of the ministers to the sick and home-bound
within our parish. This job is not easy. It takes his incredible dedication and the dedication of a number of volunteers who spare
time on Sunday mornings.
Over the years, I have watched as our older or sick parishioners
have struggled to continue to make it to Mass. As their ability to
drive is relinquished, Janet Flick helps arrange transportation to and
from Mass. As their mobility falters, many lose the ability to receive Holy Communion at the weekend Masses. These are parishioners who have served our parish community loyally for years.
They are the moms and dads who were setting up bingo, coaching
basketball, attending field trips, teaching CCD, working festival,
singing in the choir and ministering at Mass when you were young.
It is now time for all of us to prayerfully consider if we can find the
time to serve them. Please help Gil ensure that all our parishioners
can continue to share in the Sacrament of
Holy Communion every weekend. God has
called each of us to serve. Might this be
your way to serve?
Please prayerfully consider if this is something you can do, and pick up the phone
and call Gil Folz at 513-607-1749 or you can
call me, Katie, at 859-371-8051 ext. 222.

Embracing the Cross of Jesus Christ
Continued....
They see the cross as the hope that no matter what has happened
to them, God will see them through. The Father did it for Jesus
who hung on the cross, so surely their sufferings will be redeemed
by Jesus’ sufferings. Where people possess much material abundance, comfort and leisure, however, there is a tendency to deemphasize the cross, to draw away from it. They can’t touch it or
feel it so they wish to “save” their lives by looking to other things:
power, wealth, fame, relevance, being the center of attention.
What is preached about the cross from the pulpit sounds good,
but in reality something more tangible is desired. Christ emptied
himself completely in humble obedience, allowing himself to
suffer and die out of compassion for the world (Philippians 2:611). Good stewards follow his example and work dayto-day to
empty themselves and live compassionately; most noticeably by
sharing their lives with others.
As we approach the climax of
our liturgical year, the Easter
triduum, let us ask the Holy
Spirit for an even deeper
awareness of the cross in our
lives. Let us find hope in the
cross and pray that as we embrace it, we too will experience in a special way the joy of
new life in the risen Lord.
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News from
St. Henry
District High School
By: Maggie Tagher
The first few months of the year have gone
by so fast at St. Henry District High School!
Even though it has gone by fast, there have
been many awesome activities that we have
done that have made the past few months
great. During Catholic Schools week, Student
Council organized themes for every day and
the students got to dress up. Themes included
pajama day, school spirit day, and decades
day. We also got to celebrate Mass and have a
fun pep rally! Winter sports like basketball,
archery, diving, and indoor track have finished
up their strong seasons. And spring sports like
outdoor track and tennis are already in
session!
National Honor Society also just recently
put on an amazing fundraiser dance to raise
money for the Dragonfly Foundation. Dragonfly is a non-profit organization that provides
toys, outings, and care packages to families
with a kid going through cancer treatment.
The committee spent months planning, reaching out to local businesses and advertising
throughout the school. Activities at the event
included dodgeball, dancing, donut eating
contests, board games and more! We raised
over 2,000 dollars for the organization and
even got to hear a family come speak about
their own personal experience. This is the second time NHS has put on this event, and we
plan to continue it in future years!
Recently, we had Vocations Day at school.
During this day, we had the pleasure of listening to people speak about discerning their
own personal vocations. Some were priests,
some were sisters or consecrated women, and
others were even called to married life. We
spent the day out of classes talking and doing
activities that related to listening to what God
is calling us to do in our lives. The Bishop even
came to close out the day with Mass.
The end of the year is quickly approaching,
but we are all looking forward to what the
rest of the school year brings to St. Henry!

The Sunday after Easter is Divine Mercy Sunday!
How should we prepare for this great Feast of Mercy?

Jesus told St. Faustina that this Feast of Mercy
would be a very special day when “all the divine floodgates through which graces flow are opened”. (Diary
699) Our Lord made a great promise to all those souls
who would go to Confession and then receive Him in
Holy Communion on the Feast of Mercy, on the Sunday
after Easter, which is now called Divine Mercy Sunday
throughout the Catholic Church.
Jesus promised that “The soul that will go to Confession and receive Holy Communion shall obtain the
complete forgiveness of sins and punishment.” (Diary
699) He went on to say “I want to grant a complete pardon to the souls
that will go to Confession and receive Holy Communion on the Feast of
My Mercy.” (Diary 1109)
We want to encourage everyone to take advantage of this incredible
promise and the additional Plenary Indulgence on this great Feast of Mercy “Divine Mercy Sunday”. We want you to benefit fully from these promises, and we also want you to notify all of your family and friends about
them too and urge them to return to the practice of their faith!
The Image of The Divine Mercy, which Our Lord requested to be solemnly blessed and venerated on this day, will be on display in our church.
Pope John Paul II said that the image portrays the Risen Jesus Christ bringing Mercy to the whole world. Our Lord said “I want the image to be solemnly blessed on the first Sunday after Easter, and I want it to be venerated publicly so that every soul may know about it. I promise that the soul
that will venerate this image will not perish”. (Diary 341, 48) Please take
the time to visit with this Image of The Divine Mercy and venerate Jesus.
Jesus said to St. Faustina “I am offering people a vessel with which
they are to keep coming for graces to the fountain of mercy. That vessel is
this image with the signature: Jesus, I trust in You”. (Diary 327) “The two
rays denote Blood and Water. The pale ray stands for the Water which
makes souls righteous. The red ray stands for the Blood which is the life of
souls. These two rays issued forth from the very depths of My tender mercy when My agonized Heart was opened by a lance on the cross. …Happy
is the one who will dwell in their shelter, for the just hand of God shall not
lay hold of him.” (Diary 299)
About the feastday “Divine Mercy Sunday”, Jesus said “…tell the whole
world about My inconceivable mercy. I desire that the Feast of Mercy be a
refuge and shelter for all souls, and especially poor sinners. On that day
the very depths of My tender mercy are open. I pour out a whole ocean of
graces upon the souls who approach the Fount of My Mercy. On that day
all the divine floodgates through which graces flow are opened. Let no
soul fear to draw near to Me, even though its sins be as scarlet.... Mankind will not have peace until it turns to the Fount of My Mercy”. (Diary
699)
Our Lord said “When you go to confession, to this fountain of My mercy, the Blood and Water which came forth from My Heart always flows
down upon your soul…” and “Every time you go to confession, immerse
yourself entirely in My mercy with great trust, so that I may pour the
bounty of My grace upon your soul. When you approach the confessional,
know this, that I Myself am waiting there for you. I am only hidden by the
priest, but I Myself act in your soul. Here the misery of the soul meets the
God of mercy” (1602) Make your confession before Me. The person of the
priest is… only a screen. Never analyze what sort of a priest that I am making use of; open your soul in confession to Me, and I will fill it with My
light.” (1725)
It is required of all Catholics to confess their serious sins at least once
every year. If you haven’t yet met this obligation then take advantage of
this outstanding opportunity to receive an outpouring of an ocean of graces that Jesus promises on this day. Those who have already confessed
their sins should make room for others.
The Church allows for one to go to Confession for up to about 20 days,
before or after Divine Mercy Sunday.
Excerpts taken from the Diary of St. Faustina, copyright 1987 Marians of the Immaculate Conception,
Stockbridge MA., USA Bulletin insert taken from the DivineMercySunday.com website and may be copied
and re-produced without permission.
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Every week, there are over 25 catechists
who help the parents of Saint Paul Parish
enhance their teaching and the kids
learning of the Catholic Faith.
For 33 nights and weekends from August
until May, the catechists come to Saint
Paul with lessons and crafts in hand to
help bring the faith to life.
They are teachers, accountants, students, principals, account managers,
customer service representatives, chefs,
doctors, engineers, moms, dads,
grandparents, adults, teens. They are
people just like you. No one is dragging
them here, really, I am not. They are
here because they love God and they
want to share that love.
The next time you see one of our
Wednesday evening catechist, Sunday
Preschool catechists or a Children’s
Liturgy of the Word catechist, please
take the time to thank them. If you have
ever thought of joining this incredible
group of parishioners, let me know. We
always have room for people who want
to share their love for God with others!
By Katie Hubbart

St. Paul is currently working on
rekeying the parish buildings.
This will eliminate physical keys
and move to card readers starting
in June. So, if you have a physical
key, starting in June, your key
will no longer work.

ST. PAUL
FLOWER SALE

THE CHICKEN CHARLIE
DINNER NEEDS YOUR HELP!

Saturday, May 5
Use this link to access the
order form:
stpaulnky.org/school/st-paulflower-sale/

The St. Paul Festival is very proud of its Chicken Charlie
Dinner. It has been a large part of our festival for over 40
years. People come from states away to partake in our
Saturday dinner event.
The Festival Committee has just found out that the chairperson of our Chicken Charlie
Dinner is stepping down after this
year.
We are looking for someone to
step up and take the position so
that Chicken Charlie can continue
to be a major part of our festival.
If you are interested, or you know
somebody who might be interested, please contact a chairperson to
discuss it. Kevin Collins 513-5322036 or Terry Kidwell
859-393-5600.

St. Paul School is hosting its FIRST Flower Sale on
Saturday, May 5, 2018. We are partnering with a
horticulturist who has over 40 years experience in
the ﬂower business and a reputations for bringing
high quality and reasonably priced flowers. St.
Teresa of Avila has also graciously offered to assist
us in this endeavor, as they have been hosting their
own ﬂower sale for 23 years! We are very excited
about this opportunity and hope that you will
consider purchasing your Spring Flowers and
Mother’s Day gifts through our sale.
You may use the link provided above to access instructions and to download an order
form. There will also be forms available in
the St. Paul School Ofﬁce, the St. Paul Parish Rectory or on the table in the Gathering
Space of St. Paul Church.

Donations are needed for the
St. Paul Silent Auction
For the last 6 years, the St. Paul Festival Silent Auction
has grown each year. In an effort to continue to grow,
we are asking for your help. Take a look around your
home and if you have any large baskets and/or new or
like new items taking up space, please consider donating
them to the Silent Auction. If you have a business, consider donating or sponsoring a basket. If you work outside the home, consider asking your company to donate
or sponsor a basket. Your family’s name or the name of
the company making the donation will be displayed on
the basket as well as on signs around the Silent Auction. You may drop your donation off in the St. Paul
Gathering Space (please mark it for the Silent Auction
and put the donor’s name on it) or call Judy Kidwell and
she will pick it up. Judy Kidwell: 859-393-5601.

Please return all order forms to any of these
above locations by Monday, April 9, 2018.
If you have any questions, please email them
to: spsﬂowersale@gmail.com
A portion of the proceeds will go directly
towards upgrading our security systems for
our school.
If you would like to volunteer to help unload
the deliveries prior to the sale or to help fulﬁll
ﬂower orders on the day of the sale, please
email: kelly.rice@twc.com

THANK YOU
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St. Paul Families for Life—
Be Not Afraid By Marla Kelly
40 Days for Life Campaign: The campaign is over and there have been
many wonderful reports of babies that
have been saved. Many mothers, parents, and grandparents stopped by
the volunteers who were praying outside of facilities to let them know they
decided to keep their baby. There
have even been reports of employees
at some abortion facilities quitting
their jobs. Locally, it was reported
that one woman who had made a
down payment at the Planned
Parenthood in Cincinnati told a volunteer she came back to get her money.
The volunteer helped her get to the
local Pregnancy Care Center where
they were both warmly welcomed.
Contact your Representative &
Senators today
The Child Welfare Provider Inclusion Act (CWPIA) protects the religious liberties of child welfare service
providers, including adoption and foster care agencies. The Act would prohibit the federal government and any
state that receives certain federal
funding from discriminating against
child welfare service providers on the
basis that they decline to provide a
child welfare service that conflicts
with their sincerely held religious beliefs or moral convictions. The Inclusion Act is needed because child welfare service providers are being discriminated against because of their
sincerely held religious beliefs and
moral convictions. For example, certain religiously-affiliated charities in
Massachusetts, Illinois, California, and
the District of Columbia have had to
stop adoption and foster care services
because of requirements imposed
upon them to place children in households headed by two persons of the
same sex. Also, women and men who
want to place their children for adoption should be free to choose from a
diversity of adoption agencies, including those that share the parents' religious beliefs and moral convic-

SACRAMENTS: GIFTS FROM GOD

tions. The Inclusion Act recognizes
and respects this parental
choice. The Inclusion Act has been
introduced in both the House (H.R.
1881) and the Senate (S. 811).
This bill is still in committee and
can use your support. Go to the
USCCB site (www.usccb.org) and
select the following: Issues and
Action/Take Action Now. Click on
the link to the USCCB Action Center. Scroll to find the Child Welfare Provider bill then complete
the information there to send a
message to your Senators and
Representative. PS: As you will see
there are many other bills that can
also use your support like the Conscience Protection Act.
Contact your Kentucky Representative and Senator on the
following bills.
KY HB454 - Dismemberment Bill Create a new section of KRS
311.710 to 311.820 prohibiting an
abortion on a pregnant woman
that will result in bodily dismemberment, crushing, or human vivisection of the unborn child
when the probable postfertilization age of the unborn
child is 11 weeks or greater, except in the case of a medical emergency; amend KRS 311.990 to provide that a person who violates
the prohibition is guilty of a Class D
felony. Passed by the House and is
in the Judiciary Senate Committee
as of 3/20/18.
KY HB455 – This Bill seeks “to prohibit an abortion if the pregnant
woman is seeking the abortion, in
whole or in part, because of a test
result indicating Down Syndrome
in an unborn child, a prenatal diagnosis of Down syndrome in an unborn child, or any other reason to
believe that the child has Down
syndrome, except in the case of a
medical emergency…”
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As we are approaching the final months of
First Communion and Confirmation preparation, please continue to pray for these
young disciples of God. They have worked
hard to understand the gifts which God is
giving them but, as we all know, the
strength of prayer from the Parish
Community is key for them.
During the weekend Masses on April 21 &
22, you will see the young disciples of Saint
Paul receive their second Communion at
the weekend Masses. The priests of the
parish will give each child a scapular as
Mass concludes. Be sure to congratulate
these young men and women!
On May 10 at 7:00 PM, Bishop Foys will visit
Saint Paul Parish to celebrate the
sacrament of Confirmation. We have 41
8th grade Confirmandi who will be receiving the sacrament. Please join us for the
Mass to celebrate and support them.

NEW PARISHIONERS
Mr. & Mrs. James Mirick & Family
Mr. & Mrs. Aaron Grayson & Family
Mr. & Mrs. Travis Pope & Family
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Brown & Family
Mr. & Mrs. Adam Davis
DEATHS
Mr. Gary Craddock (Feb. 20)
Mr. Frank Weber Jr. (Feb. 26)
Mrs. Margaret Ann Goeke (Feb. 28)
Mr. Thomas Runge (March 14)
BAPTISMS
Taylor Katherine Kramer
Daughter of Michael & Andrea Kramer Jr.
Bodhi Stanley Bullard
Son of David and Michelle Bullard
Alexandra Belle Roe
Daughter of William and Meghan Roe

St. Vincent de Paul

Our Youth Group was invited
to Top Flight Gymnastics
with St. Barbara's Youth
Group in March! The group
had a great time. Remember
that all are welcome to Youth
Group events even if you've
never been to a meeting. A special thank you to St. Barbara's
Youth Group for inviting us!
We had an awesome day!

DIAPER DRIVE
Thank you to all who donated
diapers and pacifiers in support of
the 8th Grade Service project.
Over 40 packages of diapers were
collected for the Welcome House
in Covington.

As Vincentians, we sometimes
help those to whom we minister
understand that there is hope for
the future. This is the greatest gift
we give to them – not food, rent,
utilities or gas – but hope and
presence. A sense that someone
cares and understands.
Reflections from Deacon Mike
Lyman – SVdP Council Spiritual
Director (2nd Week of Lent)
The words from Deacon Mike run
true with most of our visits. Members have stated many times that
our clients just want to be heard
and are grateful with the time we
take to come to their homes and
just sit and listen to them. Here
are some visits made in March.
Rachael just moved to our area
with her children. Their father was
abusive and is in jail. She was able
to get a fulltime job but needed
some help getting started. We
were able to provide food from
our pantry and a voucher to
Remke along with a gas card and a
couple of furniture vouchers.
Rita’s best friend recently passed
away and the woman’s husband is
in jail for sexual harassment. According to Rita, he will be there for
some time. She is petitioning the
courts to get legal guardian of her
friend’s four girls ages 13 to 17. In
order to get guardianship, she
needs beds for the children. We
were able to order the beds and
request they be expedited. The
girls are currently living in Child
Protection Service and cannot
move in with Rita until she gets
the beds.
Barbara called for a bed for her
four-year old grandson she adopted. They were sleeping in one bed
but, like Rita’s situation, in order
for him to remain he must have
his own bed. We were able to
submit the request.
Margaret owns her trailer and
lives with her son, Tom, who has
zero income. He is a veteran and

7

gets medical assistance from the VA
but is unable to work. A few years
back, he had surgery for a hernia and
the surgical mesh implant damaged
his pancreas and caused diabetes.
This, and other health issues, has
caused him to apply for disability,
which he is awaiting approval. Margaret was in a car accident several years
ago and broke her neck and collarbone. It left her with limited use of her
right arm. Tom and his mother are
very nice, polite people and she loves
to talk - a lot! They are just having a
hard time making ends meet. Their
rent keeps going up and they had to
have some major car repairs that has
set them back. We were able to help
them with a portion of their electric
bill.
With your donations of money and
food. we are able to provide help for
these and many other clients. Our
Food Drive in March was very successful and we thank you so very much for
all your donations.
Missing SVdP Blue Bags: If you have
a SVdP blue grocery bag from past
collections, we ask that you please
return it to church any time and put it
on the SVdP box in the Gathering
Space.
FEBRUARY ASSISTANCE:
- Conference calls: 35 calls serving a
total of 75 people
- Members Times: 78.2 hours
- ‘Direct Aid’: (Conference funded as
sistance) - Total $3,864.11
-Food/Groceries (Remke Vouch
ers) - $1,632.13
-Housing/Rent - $1,283.15
-Utilities - $848.33
-Miscellaneous - $4.0
-Others - $96.50
- ‘In Kind Goods & Service’ (Vouchers/
Food) – Total $3,545.00
-Food (Pantry) - $1,360.00
-Furniture / Houseware Vouchers
- $1,590.00
-Clothing Vouchers - $190.00
-Other - $405.00
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Change Service Requested

To submit articles to The Link, please e-mail your information to TheLink@stpaulnky.org.
If you are unable to send via e-mail, please drop off a copy at the rectory.
The deadline to submit articles is the 3rd Monday of each month.

