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“God loves us...Share His love with everyone!” 

St. Paul Church in Florence, KY June 2018 stpaulnky.org  

IMPORTANT: ACTION NEEDED 

BY MONDAY, JUNE 11 

Directory Notice — We are cur-
rently in the final stages of the 
Directory process. There will be 
a roster in the back of the di-
rectory that lists all parishion-
ers and their addresses and 
phone numbers.  

Let us know by JUNE 11, 2018 
if you do not want one or 
more of these items listed in 
the directory. If we do not 
hear from you, then we will 
publish your information as 
we have it in our system. 

To let us know, please fill out 
the form at stpaulnky.org/
contact-information-update-
form/ or turn in the Contact 
Information Update form on 
page 3 to the Rectory.  

If you have changed phone 
numbers, email or addresses 
and haven’t updated your in-
formation, please do so by fill-
ing out the form at 
stpaulnky.org/contact-
information-update-form/ or 
turning in the Contact Infor-
mation Update form on page 3 
to the Rectory.  

INTRODUCING THE PARISH CENTER! 

We are excited to announce that we are reconfiguring our campus. 
With the move of the middle school into the school building, the     
undercroft of the Church will become the Parish Center (PC) and will 
be referred to as such. We are currently configuring that space so 
keep an eye out for more information 
and updates. St. Paul Parish is on the 
move! 

For information on the middle school 
move, go to http://stpaulnky.org/
father-michael-barth/ 

EVANGELIZATION IS EVERYBODY’S JOB By Deacon Nick Schwartz 

    If you have noticed a decline in the number of people coming into the Church in 
recent years, there is a very clear reason. From the inception of the modern RCIA in 
the 1970s, the number one source of new converts has been people who marry into 
the faith.  However, while the Catholic population in the 
United States has grown significantly since the 1970s, the 
number of Catholic weddings has declined by 64 percent.  
In 2013, 154,450 Catholic marriages were celebrated in the 
U.S., compared with 426,309 in 1969. 

    For the last 40 plus years, we have relied primarily on 
engaged Catholics inviting their prospective spouses to be-
come Catholic as the source of our new adult members.  
Now that source has greatly diminished, and many parish-
es, including our own, are wondering what to do. 

    We have to start inviting new people in.  The simple truth is the only way we will 
get new converts is by inviting them into the church.  In other words, we need to 
evangelize.  Pope Benedict XVI said, “The Church exists to evangelize.”  The Church 
is not just priests & nuns; the Church is all of us, all of the baptized.  When one adult 
convert was asked why he didn’t come into the Church sooner, he said “No one 
asked me.”  We need to start asking.    

    Unfortunately, evangelism is a scary word for many Catholics.  We Catholics are 
not known for our evangelization skills.  We tend to be quiet about our faith, careful 
not to offend or make others feel awkward.  We absolutely love the saying: “Preach 
the gospel at all times, and when necessary, use words.”  That idea seemingly lets 
us off the hook about talking about our faith.  Can’t we just live by example and let 
that serve as our evangelization?   Continue on page 7... 
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
Deadline to Register: June 10 

Dates: June 20—22, 2018 

Time: 6:00—8:30PM 

Ages: 4– Grade 5 

Cost: $20 One Child—   $35 Two Children—  
$45 Three Children— $50 Four or More  
 
Register online at http://stpaulnky.org/
faith-formation/religious-education/ by 
Sunday, June 10. 
 
Volunteers of all ages needed—Grades 6 
to High School and Adults! Contact Katie      
Hubbart at 859-371-8051 if interested. 

Hot Dog Days of Summer       
By Gavin Bonar, Youth Minister 

    On Thursday, May 24 at 4 p.m., our Youth Ministry debut-
ed it's new program, Hot Dog Days of Summer. Students from 
middle school and high school came together for a game of 
kickball while Terry Kidwell cooked up some fresh hot dogs!  

    After soaking in the 
hot sun, we proceeded 
to the Church to intro-
duce those who were 
willing to Holy Hour! We 
spent a few minutes in 
the Chapel talking about 
what adoration is and 
how to act accordingly. Many of our students experienced 
adoration for the first time! We spent 15 minutes in silent, 
reflective prayer. This is just the beginning of what we plan to 
have as an annual tradition.  

    Come see what the hype is all 
about every Thursday during this 
Summer vacation! We'll be in the 
back parking lot starting at 4:00 
p.m. playing games like whiffle 
ball, kickball, and ultimate foot-
ball. Contact Gavin Bonar 
at gbonar@stpaulnky.org if you 
have any questions! 

From the Pastor’s Desk By Father Michael Barth 

For a long time, our parish has been struggling financially. And this situation pre-
dates me as Parish Priest, Pastor. In fact, Fr. Egbers apologized to me for not 
getting the finances under control before I came. One of the hardest things I’ve 
had to do as pastor of Saint Paul Parish I did at the beginning of last summer. Since 
we no longer had the same number of students in our school and because the 
school was typically running $125,000 to $250,000 over budget, a number of our 
teachers were not given a contract for the 2017/2018 school year. This was a very 
difficult thing to do. These teachers had become friends. All of these teachers were 
excellent. I had to choose between teachers who were tremendous and teachers who were outstanding. 
How do you do that? I’ll tell you how you do that: You establish and use a very complex number of criteria to 
do the hairsplitting that was needed; you deliver the bad news; and then, if you follow my example, you have 
a stroke. The financial situation in the parish was so bad I had to borrow money to make payroll over the 
summer months. I truly believe this was a major contributor to my having a stroke. I truly care about St. Paul 
Parish. It affects me personally. Unfortunately, the financial outlook for the parish still is not good. The debt 
from the renovation has been paid, the school has been trimmed, the parish staff has been trimmed. There is 
only one way of improving our financial situation and that is by increasing collections. The collections of our 
parish have been stagnate for decades. There are two ways we can address this 1) increase giving            
membership (See Deacon Nick’s article) and 2) increase giving. We need to do both. Please help in any way 
you can. Thank you for your help, I greatly appreciate it. 

Reverend Michael 

Barth, Pastor  
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News from St. Henry 

   District High School 

By: Maggie Tagher 
 I’m back with my last article of the year! Man, 
that went by so fast! Everyone at St. Henry District 
High School can’t believe how the school year flew by. 
There are still many things going on at school during 
the last month as everything is wrapping up. Our 
school teams are finishing out their seasons with wins 
with the softball team’s win at the district semi’s and 
our track teams dominated at their state meets. The 
girls track team won first at state and the boys team 
placed third! Everyone on the track teams was super 
excited, and they were welcomed back the next day 
at school when 
everyone gath-
ered in the halls 
and cheered as 
the teams ran 
through the 
school. The 
whole student 
body was lit up 
with excitement for their teams! 
 The end of the year also means finishing up 

service projects for the Crusaders. All 
of the students find creative ways to 
get their service hours, and a lot of 
people really enjoy their work in the 
community. One of the projects that 
many of our students participate in is 
the senior senior prom where we help 
out at a retirement home and put on a 
prom for them! For most of the resi-
dents, this is one of the most fun 
nights of the year because we have 
decorations and music, and all of the 

students get involved. We even crown a prince, prin-
cess, king, and queen! Crusaders also help out at the 
flying pig marathon by doing 
a number of things. Art club 
continued its tradition of 
making hundreds of signs to 
be set up throughout the 
course as motivation for the 
runners. NHS also participat-
ed by helping out at the pasta party the night before 
and working water stations the day of the race.  
 Overall, this has been an amazing year, and it 
has come to a bittersweet end. As we turn in our last 
assignments and take our AP exams and class finals, 
we reminisce about the memories made this year. 
Our seniors are attending their final events of high 
school including their baccalaureate and graduation 
ceremonies. We are all excited for a fun summer and 
can’t wait for another year at St. Henry! 

CONTACT INFORMATION      
UPDATE: 

DIRECTORY NOTICE 
ACTION NEEDED BY JUNE 11 

We are currently in the final stages of the Directory 
process. There will be a roster in the back of the direc-
tory that lists all parishioners and their addresses and 
phone numbers. Turn this form in to the Rectory 
by JUNE 11, 2018 if you do not want one or more 
of these items listed in the directory. If we do not 
hear from you, then we will publish your information as 
we have it in our system. To update online, go to 
stpaulnky.org/contact-information-update-form/  

Please list all phone numbers and emails you would 
like us to have on file. The information given below will 
replace all listings we currently have on record.  

Family Name:_______________________ 
First Name:_________________________ 

Envelope ID: ________________________ 

Updated Phone Number(s): 
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________ 

Updated Email(s): 
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________ 

Updated Address: 
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________ 
Please check one or more:  
(Note: Let us know if you would prefer we did not pub-
lish your information in publications like a Directory. If 
you mark one or more of these, this does not mean you 
will not receive emails or mail from St. Paul.) 
 Yes, St. Paul can publish my information 
 Do not publish my phone number(s) 
 Do not publish my email(s) 
 Do not publish my Address 
 Do not publish my Name 
 Do not publish any of my information 

Panther-Bots went to 

World Championship! 

At the 2018 VEX IQ Robotics World Champi-
onship, 398 middle school teams from 30 
countries competed for three days in robot 
skills, teamwork matches, and for several 
awards. The St. Paul Panther-Bots Blue team 
had the highest scores of the seven Ken-
tucky teams that competed. Congrats to our 
Panther-Bots for another successful season!  
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By Principal Kemberly Markham 

End of Year Awards 
      Our End of Year Mass was beautiful, with many students being 
recognized for their achievements. Congratulations to our outstand-
ing recipients! St. Paul recognizes students for Christian leader-
ship.  Students must exemplify a Christian spirit and attitude, and 
maintain positive effort toward school work.  One student from the 
Christian Leadership nominees wins the Dave Maher Christian    
Leadership Scholarship in honor of our former principal. 
      Students were also recognized through several other scholar-
ships, such as the Tari McGill Memorial Scholarship. This scholarship 
was created to honor our late teacher, Mrs. McGill. Characteristics of 
the recipient include faith-filled, fun-loving, hardworking, and caring. 
We also honored the memories of Patsy Krumpelman and Kristi   
Depenbrock through scholarships.  Both of these girls were students 
at St. Paul and, unfortunately, passed away at young ages. We honor 
them for their spirit, youth, love of life, and love of St. Paul. We are 
honored that they spent time with us. 
      If you would like information on establishing any donations or 
scholarships in memory of loved ones, please contact the parish or 
school.   

Class of 2018 Graduation 
The St. Paul Class of 2018 Graduation Prayer Service was held on 
Sunday, May 20 at 3:30 in the church. We conferred diplomas and 
presented several awards.  We’re very proud of our graduates. We’d 
like to recognize our graduates and ask our parishioners to pray for 
them as they begin new chapters in their education. 

A prayer for our graduates... 

Good and gracious God, 
This is the culmination of years of work, years filled with challenges and 
triumphs, losses and laughter, friendships and growth. 
We thank you, Lord, for getting us safely to this day. 
We thank you for the gift of family, friends and teachers who have   
supported these children of yours and celebrate with them now. 
Dear God, bless these graduates, every one, and fill them with the Spirit 
of your love. 
We pray that as they go forth to set the world on fire, may they        
remember you are in all things and all people. 
We ask you to protect and guide these men and women throughout 
their lives.  Amen. 

I’d like to thank everyone...students, parents, 
parishioners, faculty, staff, deacons, and 
priests...for making this year a great 
one!  Coming here as an outsider, not just from 
another city, but an entirely different state, I 
was unsure of what this year would bring and 
whether I would be able to adjust.  All of you 
made me feel welcome and have worked so 
hard this year to make sure St. Paul became the 
school we all want for our children. We have 
exciting plans for the upcoming year.  While we 
will all enjoy our summer break, we can also 
look forward to a new beginning in August. 
Thank you, and may God bless you with a safe, 
fun, and relaxing summer! 

Macy A. 
Jenn A. 
Emily B. 
Noah B. 
Amber B. 
Ethan C. 
Halia D. 
Isaac E. 
Mary E. 
Ellie E. 

Mitchell E. 
Sam E. 
Grant F. 
Noah F. 
Braden G. 
Andrew G. 
Oscar H. 
Isaac J. 
Matthew M. 
Ray M. 

Sasha M. 
Aidan M. 
Jake M. 
Olivia O. 
Matthew O. 
J.M.P. 
Jackson P. 
Ellie Q. 
Abby S. 
Matt S. 

Ella S. 
David S. 
Carly S. 
Andrew T. 
Caleb T. 
Evan T. 
Ray T. 
Casey T. 
Emily W. 
Dallas W. 

New Books 
Two St. Paul third graders, Ashleigh D. & 
McKenna H., saw that some of the most popu-
lar books in our library needed to be re-
placed.  So, they came up with the idea that 
they would sell headbands to raise the money. 
The girls raised $655! They were able 
to replace some of the beloved series, like the 

Harry Potter 
books. The 
girls wanted 
to make sure 
that          
students had 
the chance 
to enjoy 
these series 
for years to 
come.    
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ST. PAUL SUMMER FESTIVAL  
July 20, 21 & 22 

Grand Prize Raffle 
Grand Prize: $5,000   

2nd Prize: $1,500  

3rd Prize: $500  

$5 per ticket. Tickets will be sold after Mass through 
the first of July or buy them at  
saintpaulflorence.weshareonline.org/. Return pur-
chased tickets to the Rectory as soon as possible to be 
eligible for the two early bird drawings. First early bird 
drawing prize is $50.00, 2nd prize is 2 chicken dinners.   

DUCK SEASON  
The Festival Committee is extending an 
opportunity to our parish family to pur-
chase ducks early for the 2018 Summer 
Festival Ducky Downs Booth.  The cost is 
$100.00 and there are 100 ducks available.  Name a 
duck for the Ducky Downs Booth and your duck name 
will be used the entire festival weekend. You will also 
own your duck for our high money races which will 
payout a total of $2,000. If you would like to purchase 
a duck, contact Polly Elmlinger 859-282-7974. 

GIFT CARDS NEEDED FOR PRIZES  
The Festival Committee is in need of gift cards to be 
used as prizes in the gift card booth at the festival. 
$25.00 gift cards for restaurants, gas, hardware stores, 
grocery stores, department stores, etc. will all be ap-
preciated. The more variety we have to offer the win-
ners the better. Please drop the gift cards off at the 
rectory or drop them in the collection basket marked – 
Festival Gift Card Booth. If you have any questions, call 
June Cahill 859-630-1679. Thanks so much!  

Scissor Lift Needed 
A scissors lift is needed for festival setup. If you have 
access to one that may be used festival week, please 
email festival@stpaulnky.org. Thanks! 

If you would like to help with the 
festival in any way, email  
festival@stpaulnky.org. 

Chicken Charlie Kitchen              
Leader Needed: 2019 Festival 

The Festival Committee is looking for a Chicken 
Charlie team member for the 2019 Festival that 
would lead the kitchen for next year’s Chicken 
Charlie Dinner. This person would lead the Kitch-
en team and would be responsible for the prep-
aration of the side dishes for the dinner, filling 
the dinner orders, cleanup of the kitchen and 

left over materials. Anyone interested can learn the details 
by getting hands on experience from the current kitchen 
leader and her team. This is something we are in real need 
of.  The Chicken Charlie dinner has been a large part of our 
festival for over 40 years. This is a great way to become 
involved in your parish festival. If you are interested or 
would like more details, contact Deb Miller at 859-647-
4072 or Kevin Collins at 513-532-2036. 

Silent Auction donations 
For the last 6 years, the St. Paul Festival Silent Auction has 
grown each year. Take a look around your home, and, if 
you have any large baskets and/or new or like new items 
taking up space, please consider donating them to the Si-
lent Auction. If you have a business, consider donating or 
sponsoring a basket. If you work outside the home, consid-
er asking your company to donate or sponsor a basket. 
Your family’s name or the name of the company making 
the donation will be displayed on the basket as well as on 
signs around the Silent Auction. You may drop your dona-
tion off in the St. Paul Gathering Space (please mark it for 
the Silent Auction and put the donor’s name on it) or call 
Judy Kidwell to pick it up at 859-393-5601. 

2 Liter bottles of soft drink & 
32 ounce Gatorade / Powerade  

The Festival Committee needs 2 liter bottles of 
soft drinks and 32 ounce Gatorade or Powerade 
bottles to be used as prizes at the festival. Any 
number or any kind will be helpful. Please bring 

the 2 liter bottles and 32 ounce Gatorade/ Powerade to 
church and drop them in the marked containers in the 
Gathering Space or at the side door.  Your contribution will 
be very much appreciated! If you have any questions, 
please contact June Cahill 859-630-1679.  
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St. Paul Families for Life—              
Be Not Afraid By Marla Kelly 

pected news that she was preg-
nant again, and just couldn’t im-
agine trying to raise another 
child—her life was full enough as 
it was. The father of the child 
urged Harley to get an abortion. 
Distraught, Harley called Preg-
nancy Decision Line. The PDL 
coach compassionately listened, 
helped her process her thoughts 
and circumstances, and prayed 
for her and the father of the ba-
by. After several interactions, 
Harley shared that she and the 
father had visited their local 
pregnancy center and, after see-
ing their child for the first time 
through an ultrasound there, 
they chose life. Harley poured 
out her thankfulness to the 
coach for being there during her 
time of need.  I shudder when I 
remember what could have 
happened if that coach had not 
been there to listen and help 
walk Harley though to the other 
side of her anxiety and des-
pair. Because of generous 
friends of Care Net, who under-
stand the importance of life and 
act on their convictions, Harley’s 
new baby has a future.  
Because of compassionate 
friends like you, over 604,000 
lives have been saved from abor-
tion over the last nine years 
through the ministry of Care 
Net.  
  
Our plea to every mother in      
situations like Harley’s is to 
choose life!  
 
*name changed to protect client 
identity 
 

HAPPY FATHER’S DAY –  
HAVE A BLESSED DAY 

Life’s 5th Quarter - Mass and 
Prayer Walk will be held Satur-
day, June 30.  This prayer march 
is really meant to get our chil-
dren involved in the fight for 
life through the praying of the 
rosary.  Encourage your      
teenager to attend and bring a 
friend, and you can come along 
too!  Mass starts at 8:00 at Holy 
Name Church on Auburn Ave 
(Cincinnati) followed by a     
rosary prayer walk to the 
Planned Parenthood facility.  It 
is a very powerful experience 
seeing the many young people 
gathered together in prayer.   
 
Baby Bottle Campaign: 
Thanks to all who are partici-
pating in this campaign.   All 
proceeds will go to Care Net 
Pregnancy Service of Northern 
Ky.  As a Christ centered organi-
zation, Care Net’s mission is to 
educate, support and empower 
people before, during and after 
an unplanned pregnancy while 
uplifting the sanctity of human 
life.  Your baby bottle will help 
this organization continue to 
serve those in our area.  Baby 
Bottles will be collected at all 
Masses the weekend of         
Father’s Day, June 16 & 17.  
 
A Care Net Story by Roland C. 
Warren, President & CEO - 
I was reading through the Care 
Net blog the other day and I 
came back across the story of 
Harley,* a young woman who 
received our help. Harley was 
on her own, struggling with 
medical problems, and dealing 
with the care of an aging family 
member. She was also a single 
mom. Learning to juggle it all, 
Harley was hit with the unex-

  

 

 

NEW PARISHIONERS 
Mr. & Mrs. Loc Tran & Minhnguyet Mai & Family 

Mr. & Mrs. Gary & Theresa Gray 
Ms. Maria Sanchez 

 
DEATHS 

Mr. Robert Lang             (April 25) 
Mrs. Helen Massengale   (May 7) 

Mr. William Nordman     (May 9) 
Mrs. Ida Wells                (May 21) 

 
BAPTISMS 

Nathan Christopher Duncan II 
 Son of Nathan & Katie Duncan 

Hadley Marie Grayson 
 Daughter of Aaron & Jessica Grayson 

Brooke Michelle Warning 
 Daughter of Michael & Julie Warning  

The Saint Paul School PTO is 
grateful to everyone that 
donated money and/or pur-
chased car wash tickets to 
support our efforts in pur-

chasing a new statue of Mary and to land-
scape school grounds around the Carlin Cen-
ter. We would also like to 
extend a special thank you 
to Jim O’Daniels and 
CruCutters for the new de-
sign of the landscaping and 
Nancy Holian of Holian 
Monuments for aiding the 
installation of the Mary 
statue. Both Mary and 
landscaping were installed 
in time for May Crowning! 
Father Barth officially 
blessed the new statue on 
Monday, May 9.   

Way to Go Emily! 

Congratulations to St. Paul    

graduate Emily Farmer who 

graduated from Notre Dame 

Academy as Valedictorian!    

PANTHER PROUD!  
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by Marla Kelly 
St. Vincent de Paul News 

Lord Jesus, your mother Mary   
modeled for us the perfect re-
sponse to your call to each of 
us.  Allow me the grace to see in 
her actions that which you ask of 
me.  - Deacon Mike Lyman, SVdP 
Council Spiritual Director 
 
The following are three recent cas-
es where we were able to provide 
help because of your generosity. 
 
Family with three children (1, 3 & 5 
years).  The father is trying to get 
disability and the mother was off 
work due to an illness.  She is back 
working but they were behind with 
several bills.  When children are 
involved, we try to help with what 
we can.  In this situation, we 
helped pay their water so it was 
kept on and helped with clothing 
vouchers.  
 
Roger lost his job last September 
when his company went out of 
business.  He has no income and 
needed to pay a portion of his elec-
tric bill to keep from being discon-
nected. His elderly parents are try-
ing to help but they cannot afford 
much themselves.  Roger was sell-
ing his furniture and other items to 
help pay bills while trying to find 
work.  Right now, he is limited be-
cause of bad knees and needs sur-
gery.  We were able to help with 
his electric bill. 
 
Asking for assistance was new for 
Barbara who is raising three chil-
dren.  She was unjustly fired and 
has submitted an appeal for her 
right to unemployment but had 
bills to pay and needed some food. 
The house she is renting has a wa-
ter leak problem but the landlord 
refuses to do anything even though 
the water department agrees the 
high bill indicates a leak.  We were 
able to help with her sewer bill, 
provide some clothing vouchers, 
ordered a bed for one of the chil-
dren and provided some food.  
Barbara had applied for jobs 
through a temp agency and we 
were able to give her information 
on DHL and other job leads.  We 
did learn later that Barbara was 
approved for food stamps and con-
tinues to look for work.   

With your support and generosity, 
we were able to provide the follow 
assistance during April:   
- Conference calls: 50 calls serving a 
 total of 125 people 
- Members Times: 176 hours   
- Direct Aid’ (Conference funded assis-
 tance) - Total $3,662.99 
 - Food/Groceries (Remke  
     Vouchers) -$703.46 
 - Housing/Rent - $900.76 
 - Utilities - $1,801.27 
 - Legal Fees - $15.00 
 - Miscellaneous - $242.50 
- ‘In Kind Goods & Service’ (Vouchers/
 Food) – Total $4,450.00 
 - Food (Pantry) - $1,735.00 
 - Furniture / Houseware    
       Vouchers - $1,585.00 
 - Clothing Vouchers - $780.00 
 - Other - $350.00 
Again, thank you for all your support 
and generosity. 
 
Food Needs - We need your help keep-
ing some of our food items stocked in 
the pantry.  The following items are 
given out on a regular basis and get 
depleted very quickly.  If you can help, 
please bring (at your discretion) any of 
these items and place them on the 
SVdP box located in the Gathering 
Space.  Thank you for your help! 

Chicken Helper 
Beans (pork and beans, black beans, 

navy beans etc.) NO GREEN beans 
Crackers 

Canned Meats  
Soups 

Hygiene products (soap, deodorant, 
etc. for both women and men) 

Instant potatoes 
Canned fruit  

 
Come Check Us Out!  We invite you to 
come to one of our monthly meetings 
to see what we are about.  A special 
invite to our younger parishioners to 
get involved in reaching out and help-
ing others in need.  As Deacon Nick 
noted in a past homily, we are all given 
special talents and gifts that are meant 
to be shared with others.  SVdP is a 
fantastic way to use your gifts and be-
come the hands and feet of Jesus to 
others.  Meetings are always the sec-
ond Saturday of each month, 9:00 AM 
in the Parish Center Room 171 (under 
the Church).  June meeting is 6/9 and 
July is 7/14.  

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1... 

    But another popular saying is the definition of 
insanity: “Doing the same thing over and over and 
expecting different results.”  What we are current-
ly doing is not working.  Therefore, we have to try 
something different.  Here are some simple sug-
gestions from Nick Wagner of TeamRCIA for in-
viting new people into the church. 

    First, change your perception of yourself; start 
thinking of yourself as someone who shares ones 
faith with others.  For example, if asked, “What do 
you do in your parish?” reply: “Primarily, I share 
my faith and I help others grow in faith.”  Even if 
you can’t bring yourself to say that out loud, think 
it to yourself before you reply. 

    Pray every morning that the Holy Spirit will give 
you a chance to share your faith with someone.  
Talk to strangers.  Talk to people at the grocery 
store, the coffee shop, on the bus, at the ballfield 
or at a restaurant. Talk about everyday life.  You 
don’t have to begin the conversation with a deep 
religious question.  Use Jesus as your model.  He 
didn’t walk up to the woman at the well and start 
asking her about her faith life and her many hus-
bands.  No, he asked her for a drink of water.  Just 
ask for a drink.  Or comment on the weather, or 
what you had for dessert, or the latest victory of 
the home team.  Just start things off, and see 
where the conversation goes. 

    If it feels right, ask a deeper question.  Don’t 
force the conversation to a deeper level, but don’t 
shy away from it either.  What’s the worst that 
could happen?  After you ask a question, just lis-
ten.  Try to hear the answer beneath the answer.  
Pope Francis says our job is to bind up wounds.  
Listen for the wound.  You don’t have to do any-
thing about the wound right now.  Listening itself 
has healing action. 

    If it feels right, offer to pray either with or for 
the person about what they shared with you.  
Again, don’t force prayer upon someone who isn’t 
open to it, but don’t automatically assume they 
aren’t interested in prayer, even if they said they 
aren’t religious.  Let the Holy Spirit guide you.  If it 
feels right, invite the person to join you at church 
the next Sunday. Make this process your goal eve-
ryday as you leave the house.  Ninety percent of 
your conversations will never get past comments 
about the weather.  But some will.  Give the Holy 
Spirit a chance to work. 

    Be like St. Francis.  When St. Francis set out to 
rebuild the church, he just showed up, by himself, 
at the ruins of an abandoned, broken down chapel 
near Mount Subasio and began to lay one stone 
on top of another.  Every day he showed up, 
picked up a stone, put it in place, and then did it 
again.  If you want to be a witness to your faith, be 
like St. Francis.  Show up every day to one stranger 
who might need rebuilding, say hello and start a 
conversation, and then do it again. 
Resource: Nick Wagner, http://teamrcia.com/2017/03/the-
simple-truth-about-getting-more-rcia-inquirers/?
utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_cont
ent=How+neophytes+learn+to+participate+in+the+Mass&utm_
campaign=2018-04-23+Newsletter   



 
To submit articles to The Link, please e-mail your information to TheLink@stpaulnky.org. 

If you are unable to send via e-mail, please drop off a copy at the rectory.   
The deadline to submit articles is the 3rd Monday of each month. 

Change Service Requested 

-2126 

 

 

July 20, 21 & 22 
Please mark your calendars and 
plan on joining us for a fun filled 
weekend with your parish family 
and friends. If you would like to 
help in any way, please email       
festival@stpaulnky.org.   


