
 

Dear St. Paul Panthers, 
Some time ago Florida witnessed a terrible school tragedy.   Even, as I write this a school in 

Texas is on lock down.  Recently, the Diocese of Covington hosted speaker Alissa Parker, a parent of a 
victim in the Sandy Hook tragedy.   She spoke to parents, principals, teachers, and anyone who wanted 
more information on school safety.  Several of the staff members from our school and church went to the 
Curia to hear Mrs. Parker speak, and while it was heartbreaking to listen to her story, she shared wisdom 
derived from what was learned from the Sandy Hook tragedy.  Our participants of that presentation 
brought back to St. Paul that wisdom and have been working on making our campus safer.  One of the 
biggest lessons learned was that if there was any deterrent, locked door for example, the shooter just 
moved on because the shooter's grim goal is to take out as many victims in the shortest amount of time. 

Based upon the above and consultations with police and other safety experts, we have already 
enacted some new security measures.  We have also planned on making some additional changes for 
next year.  We have a parent who is graciously donating barricades for the classroom doors. These have 
been tested at our facility and have worked quite well. We have been looking into changing locks in order 
to cut back on the number of people that have access to the buildings.  We are updating our safety and 
security manual and procedures.  One of our biggest changes for next year though will be moving the 
junior high/middle school to the school and Schneider buildings. 

With students changing classes frequently and walking between buildings, we are afraid that they 
can become easy targets. Mrs. Markham has mapped out how to put all of the junior high/middle school 
into the Schneider and school building(s).  One thing that Mrs. Parker stressed during her speech was 
that tragedy can strike anywhere.  We no longer have the luxury of saying “that won’t happen here.”  We 
MUST be prepared, proactive, and ready. 

We understand that some students may be disappointed that they won’t get to move to the 
existing middle school.  However, the junior high students will still have lockers and their own bathrooms 
on each floor.  They will still have a space of their own.  It will be exciting to have everyone under one roof 
in a new set up.  We will be able to organize more easily some competitions and games, like weekly trivia 
challenges.  Trust me, the students will still have a sense of arrival when they start junior high school. 

I am looking forward to being under one roof, so to speak, and I hope you will join the faculty, 
staff, and me in making our campus more secure.  We want to minimize any risks to our children that we 
can.  I know that change is difficult and uncomfortable but let us remember what Mrs. Lemmond said “A 
bit of additional inconvenience is worth ensuring our children’s safety.”  Please contact me with any 
questions or concerns you have. A short video can be viewed by going to the following web address: 
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1LDRUgvVNoV26595Yjp70xd6cVRURLVLo 
Thank you, 

 
Fr. Michael D. Barth, Pastor 
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