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Farewell Bingo

January 2019
By Father Michael Barth

After many years of successful fundraising through the Bingo, the effort has come to be one
which the parish can no longer sustain. Therefore, based upon the recommendation of the
Parish Finance Council and the vote of the school community via their level of participative
support, I have decided, with concern and regret, to discontinue the Tuesday Night Weekly
Bingo at St. Paul Parish.
I want to take this time to thank all those who have dedicated themselves to making our
Bingo a good fundraiser for so many years. Without our dedicated volunteers and patrons, the
Bingo would never have been successful. Our last Bingo took place December 18, 2018. Thank
you all once again.
Many might ask, in the midst of financial struggle, why would the Bingo be discontinued. I
tried to address that in a brief way in the first paragraph above. There are many things that
went into the decision to discontinue our Bingo. The Bingo has been in steady decline as to
the funds that it raises. The expanded opportunities for gambling, such as “the boats,”
account for some of the decline in interest for Bingo. The reality about the Bingo shows there
have been weeks in which the parish actually lost money at the Bingo and other weeks with
low profits, as low as less than one dollar. The real money maker at the Bingo has been the
bankers. Without the volunteer staff to sell the bankers, the Bingo, as a fundraiser, fails.
Dedicated persons, such as Dave Bennett and Julie Keyser, have often filled numerous jobs on
any given Tuesday night Bingo in order for the it to take place. Their dedication was way above
the call of duty. But, even with such generosity and dedication, the Bingo was no longer
succeeding at being a fundraiser for the parish. Staff members, such as Linda Fryman and
Judine Hooker, also gave tirelessly of themselves and their time to try to salvage Bingo. The
Bingo, at its high point, made more than $100,000 in a given year. That level of return has not
been seen in a long time. The return dwindled to approximately $60,000, then to $30,000 and,
for the current academic year, it appeared that the return would be around $15,000. Taking
all these things into account and, based upon the recommendation of the Parish Finance
Council and the vote of the school community via their level of participative support, I
decided, with concern and regret, to discontinue the Tuesday night weekly Bingo at St. Paul
Parish.
I would like to once again take this opportunity to thank all those who have, over the years,
made our Bingo fun and successful. In particular, at this moment, I want to thank all the
patrons who have supported our Bingo over the past year and our Bingo Captain, Dave
Bennett, and our Bingo Coordinator, Julie Keyser, for their incomparable support and efforts.
The parish continues to have financial needs. Various committees and councils are taking
under consideration a number of suggestions on what other fundraising activities the parish
could use to help offset its expenses. However, as always, the majority of the support for our
parish comes from our regular parishioners, who believing in the work and apostolates of the
parish, give generously to the Sunday collection to make this parish a reality. Thank you all.

As we start a new year, let us take a look at all the fun and excitement
we had as a parish in 2018!





PTO Children’s Carnival
Sunday Choir at Sunday Mass



New doors for the preschool
entrance



Sunday Preschool during
10AM Mass





Jesus Day Retreat prepared
students for 1st Communion

Preschool Awarded 5
STAR Rating

School Father Daughter Dance
Confirmation Retreat

Jesus Day Retreat

Preschool 5 STAR Rating

Sunday Preschool

Confirmation
Retreat

PTO Children’s Carnival




St. Paul Boosters’ Fish
Fry: Friday during Lent

Breaking Down the Bible


Breaking Down the Bible—
An Adult Bible Education Series




Fish Fry










First Communion

PTO Flower Sale
Confirmation
May Crowning
Graduation
Patriotic Rosary
Youth Ministry Hot Dog Days of Summer:
Food, Fun and Adoration


Hot Dog Days of Summer



Youth Ministry gains new home
in the Middle School along with
donated couches, ping pong
table, foosball, and other items
First Communion

Karen Poulos named
Florence Rotary Club
Teacher of the Year
2017-2018 Panther-Bots
(Robotics Team) competed
at the VEX IQ World
Championship

St. Paul Security Committee begins to
secure campus

Vacation Bible School: 35
children and over 20 volunteers

PTO Flower Sale

The middle school moved into the
school building (Schneider
Rooms)
The Parish Center was created in
the old middle school (under the
Church)

Vacation
Bible
School
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First Day of
School



















2018 Summer Festival
We welcomed Judine
Hooker as Comptroller
Linda Fryman became
Administrative Assistant
Moving parish and school
finances to a full accrual
accounting method
Timely reporting and open
communications for
finances

Judine Hooker

The 2018-2019 school
year started with
everyone under one roof

Linda
Fryman



St. Paul Festival

St. Paul School welcomed 3 new
teachers: Mrs. Boland,
Mrs. Lunnemann, Mrs. Goetz
Security Committee continues
security on campus with a gate
at the back of the parking lot
St. Paul Facility installed a drain
next to the cafeteria to redirect
rainwater to prevent flooding
and foundation issues




Security Committee upgraded
electronic doors and badges



The school began using the
new STEM lab!



Adult Faith Formation expanded
programs on Wednesday evenings
English Conversation Classes for
non-English speaking people led by
Karen Poulos
Faith and Fitness
Trivia Night
Youth Group rebranded as
RECHARGE
Children’s Choir
Programmable thermostats
installed to control utility costs










Children’s Choir

New Drain

Recharge hosted an Adult Tech
Bar
School celebrated the month of
Blue & Gold Bash
the Rosary with the Living
Rosary
First student-lead retreat day of
the year
School began morning
enrichment classes
Blessing of Pets
The Young at Heart annual Day
of Reflection
Annual Blue and Gold Bash
We said goodbye to Father Jason
Bertke
8th Grade Play
Trunk or Treat

8th grade play “The
Legend of Sleepy Hollow”

STEM Lab










Amazing Race
A Prayer Blanket Group was
started
Confirmation students participated
in a day of service and gave back
to the community

Youth Ministry hosted the
first RECHARGE Coffee Shop







Father Trinity Knight

School Thanksgiving
celebration
We welcomed Father
Trinity Knight
The third floor of the
school building
renovated for use

School "scared" away the snow by
dressing in summer attire, making
snowflakes, decorating the school for
Advent, shopping with Santa and
enjoying Christmas parties with
classmates
Lessons and Carols by St. Paul Choir
Advent Penance Service

Annual St. Nicholas Breakfast

Christmas Eve and Day Masses
The Parish Office began the relocation
process to the undercroft of the Church

Throughout the year:

St. Nick
Breakfast

A redesign Confirmation Program was launched. The
program incorporated more service. The 2019 Confirmation
Class offered over 2,200 hours of service to the church, the
community and their families.
Day of Service
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By St. Paul Student Council

The students of St. Paul have recently been engaging in various winterthemed activities and are gearing up for winter! On December 3, the St. Paul
students participated in a “Scare Away the Snow Day.” The students were
able to be out of uniform, dressing in either Summer or Winter themed
clothing. To correspond with the snow we’ve been getting lately, the
students dressed in winter attire if they wanted a snow day, and in summer
attire if they wanted warm weather. On this
day, students also cut out paper snowflakes,
which were used to decorate the main hallway.
The younger students (Preschool, Kindergarten,
and 1st Grade) colored previously cut out
snowflakes that will also decorate the
school. When visiting the school, look up and
enjoy our winter fun!

Thank you St. Paul Parish for all that it has provided for our mother, Louise Schulte, who recently passed
away in October.
Of Louise’s 101 years, her last 18 were as a member of St. Paul Parish, after moving from Covington to
Florence in 2000. Even before that time, however, she had participated in the life of the parish since almost all
of her seven grandchildren went to St. Paul School. She visited St. Paul for many Grandparents’ Days, school
concerts, children’s carnivals, plays, graduation, Baptisms, First Communions and Confirmations, giving her a
lifetime of happy memories with her family and the parish. She frequently attended 8:00AM Sunday Mass with
her daughter, Janet, and was fond of Father Gamm, who always chatted with her after Mass.
St. Paul Parish continued to care for our mother even after her death. We especially thank St. Paul’s
Bereavement Committee—Joyce Nienaber, Marla Kelly and Mary Ann Knaley. They spent hours guiding us
through the planning of mom’s funeral Mass, helping us choose readings and songs, write prayers of
intercession, and answering all of our questions with the same kindness and patience our mother had. Joyce,
Marla and Mary Ann also decorated the chapel beautifully for the Visitation and typed up a lovely program for
the funeral Mass. Thank you to the servers, the Eucharistic Ministers, to Steve Mason, his son and the choir
for providing the beautiful music and to Father Michael Barth and Deacon Nick Schwartz for presiding over it.
All of you were a great comfort in our time of grief.
Most of all, we thank St. Paul Parish for being a model earthly home and great extended family to our
mother over the years even to her death, pointing the way to her heavenly home with God, our loving Father.
Yours in Christ,
The Family of Louise Schulte
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News from St.
Henry District High School

THE PARISH IS THE PLAN
by Deacon Nick Schwartz

By: Maggie Tagher
Everyone at St. Henry was
so happy to come back to
school and see the halls decorated for Christmas! Student
Council dedicated a lot of time
to make our hallways as festive as they can be by painting
the windows, putting up lights
in the hallways, and putting up
two Christmas trees in the lobby and outside the chapel.
Something new we are trying
this year is to focus more on
the advent season rather than
just the secular version of
Christmas. Campus ministry
helped to line the hallways
with pink and purple lights to
symbolize the advent candles.
We also recently had a prayer service at school to celebrate
the beginning of the season, where we all got to listen to
our wonderful choir and pray together.
Speaking of new things at St. Henry, this year we are
starting our own chapter of the Drug Free Clubs of America.
This is a program brought to our school by the work of
school counselors that saw its benefits to our students. It
allows for students to embrace being drug free and be rewarded for being a part of the club. It will be a great addition to the many extracurriculars at St. Henry!
This past month has kicked off our winter sports seasons
and everyone is feeling the school spirit as we are ready to
attend the games. Our boys and girls basketball have each
started out their seasons in the past few weeks with the
cheerleaders always there to pump up the student section.
Everyone loves going to basketball games because of the
creative themes and the spirited student section. We are so
excited to follow the teams through their season!
We are all preparing for the end of the
year by wrapping up material and getting
ready for mid-term exams. You will see
students counting down the days to the
holidays and Christmas break. We all definitely deserve it from all of our hard work
here at school! Everyone at St. Henry
wishes you a happy holiday season and a
wonderful start to Advent!
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RCIA is not about “learning” Catholicism; it’s about “living”
Catholicism. And to help our catechumens and candidates
do this, we need to put aside the traditional academic-only
approach in favor of a model that weaves them into the
fabric of parish life.
Faith formation is not primarily a classroom activity. It is a
relationship experience. “The definitive aim of catechesis,”
wrote Pope Saint John Paul II, “is to put people not only in
touch but in communion, in intimacy, with Jesus Christ….
This teaching is not a body of abstract truths. It is the
communication of the living mystery of God” (On
Catechesis, 6, 7).
So how do we invite people into intimacy with Jesus Christ?
How do we communicate the living mystery of God?
HOW DID THE FIRST DISCIPLES TEACH? Suppose your name
is Philip and you are from the town of Bethsaida sometime
in the early 30s. You have a friend, Nathanael, who doesn’t
know Jesus. Your goal is to bring him into an intimate
relationship with Jesus and to communicate to him the
living mystery of God. What would you do?
What the actual Philip did was say, “We have found him
about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote,
Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.”
Nathanael, being a skeptical guy, isn’t going to take your
word for it. He wants proof. So you say to him, “Come and
see” (see John 1:45-46).
If we want to bring a seeker into intimacy with Christ, what
should we do?
Okay, so fast-forward to today. If you were going to
introduce Jane to Jesus, and you said to her, “come and
see,” where would you take her? To a textbook? To the
Catechism? Probably not the best places to start. I would
take her to places where Jesus is actually present. Mathew
says that Jesus is present “where two or three are
gathered” in his name (Mt 18:20). The Constitution on the
Sacred Liturgy says Jesus is present in the liturgy, especially
the consecrated bread and wine (body and blood), the
priests, the Word, and in the community. Matthew also
tells us that Jesus is present in the poor (Mt 25:40).
So if we were going to create a plan (a “curriculum”) for
introducing Jane to Jesus, we would plan to take her to all
the places in our parish where Christ is present; where we
worship together; where we pray together; where we serve
our neighbor together. The Parish is the plan. That’s why
here at St. Paul we are now using the Parish as our primary
RCIA textbook.
Nick Wagner, file:///C:/Users/nicks/Documents/
Documents/RCIA/3.%20Catechumenate/USE%20YOUR%
20PARISH%20AS%20YOUR%20RCIA%20TEXT.pdf

St. Paul Families for Life—

KEEP AN EYE OUT IN 2019 FOR...




Every Life: Cherished * Chosen * Sent
By Marla Kelly

Are you not able to go to the March for Life in
Washington DC?
If so, there are several area events associated with the DC
March:
Cincinnati Mini-March for Life, in front of Cincinnati Planned
Parenthood's abortion headquarters, Auburn Ave., January 19,
noon-1 p.m.; sponsored by Greater Cincinnati Young Adults for
Life. All are welcome to join the Young Adults for Life in praying
in solidarity with the National March in DC, at the same time
that march will begin. Praying for the end of abortion, for our
country that our leaders and citizens may protect life at all
stages, and for all members of the pro-life members.
Diocese of Covington Day of Prayer and Penance, January 18, all
parishes in the diocese open (including a specified time in each
parish for Eucharistic Adoration) for the faithful to pray for an
end to abortion and all those affected by it.
Burlington KY March for Life, January 19, 5-7 p.m., beginning at
Immaculate Heart of Mary Church, 5876 Veterans Way,
Burlington, KY; Holy Hour 7 p.m. at IHM; ecumenical, open to all,
positive signs welcome
Right to Life of Greater Cincinnati
In November, the Ohio House of Representative voted in favor
of a “Heartbeat Bill.” House Bill 258 prohibits a doctor from
committing an abortion if a heartbeat can be detected. Ohio's
Heartbeat law will protect a significant number of unborn babies
by prohibiting abortion of those with a detectable heartbeat.
While specific times can vary, fetal heartbeats in children are
usually detected around six weeks.
Since 2011, pro-life organizations have supported efforts around
Ohio's human heartbeat protection strategy. In 2016,
the Heartbeat Bill passed the Ohio House and Senate, but was
ultimately vetoed by Governor Kasich.
As of the writing of this article (12/9/18) the bill was in the
hands of the Ohio Senate but the Senate President had
succumbed to pressure by a handful of Senators (many of them
Republicans) who did not want to be forced into such a strong
pro-life vote. House supporters of the bill feel they have enough
votes to override a possible second veto by Governor Kasich. But
it will be up to the Senate to get it to the floor for vote. Also, in
January 2019, Ohio will have a new Governor, Mike DeWine who
has indicated he would sign the Heartbeat Bill when in office.
We pray for all unborn children: That their families will prepare
to welcome them with joy and awareness of the many gifts
children bring into the world; We pray to the Lord.
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Vacation Bible School
Boone County Management Safety guidelines
implementation
New directional signs for the entire campus
Safety training for staff
Adult Education offering
Lenten devotions
Ministry Appreciation Dinner
Summer Festival

And Many More Opportunities...Keep
Your Eyes Open

2019 MINISTRY
APPRECIATION DINNER

Thursday, February 28,
2019
Saint Paul Carlin Center
Social begins at 5:30PM
Dinner served at 6:15PM
The dinner is to express our
appreciation to all who
donate their time and
talents to Saint Paul Parish.
RSVP to the Parish Office at
371-8051 by February 21.
The priests and staff look
forward to spending the
evening with you!

St. Vincent de Paul News
by Marion Roach Mangine

Treasurer's Report for
November 2018

1) Conference calls: 79 calls serving a total of
251
Stan and Rita Bond joined St. Vincent de Paul 2) Members Times: 172 hours
in 1999 at St. Paul Parish. When Stan first
3) Direct Aid’ (Conference funded assistance)
inquired about joining SVdP, the current
- Total $3,029.95
members at the time tried to tell him he should
a) Food/Groceries (Remke’s
join Knights of Columbus instead. He insisted
Vouchers) - $1,289.77
that SVdP was what he wanted to do and so
they agreed. At that time, they were not doing
b) Housing/Rent - $415.00
home visits nor were they having regular
c) Transportation (Bus Tickets, Gas
meetings. Stan got that all turned around at St. Paul so that the ConferCards) - $41.11
ence was really following the Rule of the Society. He also set up the
d) Utilities - $1,284.07
parish conference pantry at his home since there was no room at church.
Then Stan decided he wanted to answer the phones at the Call Center
e) Clothing/Household - $0
so he showed up there and volunteered. They were surprised that anyf) Miscellaneous - $0
one would actually volunteer to do that as there was only one woman
answering the phones for clients and for pickup requests and she was a 4) In Kind Goods & Service’ (Vouchers/Food)
– Total $13,165.00(includes Angel
paid employee. While he was volunteering at the Call Center, the current
president (Vince Bressler) came in one day and said “We need you to
Tree to date)
either be Chairman of the Salvage Bureau Board or President of the NKY
a) Food (Pantry) - $2,055.00
Council because there is no one else to do it. So, Stan chose to be
b) Furniture / Houseware Vouchers chairman of the Salvage Bureau Board and was responsible for running
$1,810.00
the 5 SVdP stores.
Since those responsibilities were so time consuming, Rita agreed to
c) Clothing Vouchers - $850.00
start answering calls at the Call Center also. They both continued this
d) Medical - $0
volunteering for about 5 years while also coming home every evening to
e) Other - $8,450.00 (Thanksgiving
make home visits for the St. Paul Conference. During his years at the
and Christmas programs)
Erlanger store, Stan also drove the trucks for pick-ups and for deliveries.
Anything that needed to be done at the stores, Stan did.
St. Paul Conference was just beginning to grow at that time. Eventually, the stress became too much for Stan and Rita and their health was
being affected. They decided to step down from the work at the Call
Center and focus on St. Paul Conference.
When people at St. Paul think of the St. Vincent de Paul Society, they
immediately think of Stan and Rita. Stan is one of those Vincentians who
is extremely devoted to helping the homeless. He wants to be called
when someone shows up at our rectory asking for assistance. He carries
around supplies in his van, such as shoes, socks, coats, tarps, backpacks
and food, and will stop along the road when he sees someone who looks
like they need help. He offers them socks, shoes and food and will talk
with them about what their needs are at the time. Stan has never said
NEW PARISHIONERS
“no” when asked if he can be the volunteer to go visit a client.
Duane and Kathy Froelicher
In October 2015, Stan and Rita were awarded the Norb DeJaco
Kiflemariam and Freweini Berhe & Family
Vincentian Service Award at the annual brunch and awards ceremony at
St. Therese Church in Southgate. They were chosen from among several
DEATHS
nominees in the Northern KY Council of St. Vincent de Paul. Their many
Paul Raymond Krummen (November 23)
years of dedicated service in assisting the less fortunate/homeless in
Florence was recognized as well as their role in strengthening the St. Paul BAPTISMS
Conference of SVdP. Stan and Rita are truly the face Frederick Ozanam,
Abraham Peter Lobo
the founder of The SVdP Society, and are exemplary role models for all
Son of Stephen & Jillian Lobo (Grandson
Catholics!
of Mr. & Mrs. Peter Lobo)
At this time, they are choosing to step down from St. Vincent de Paul
work to focus on their health and finally relax after 20 years of continued
service. All of us in the St. Paul Conference of SVdP are grateful for
knowing these two and for having the opportunity to work with them.
Certainly, their reward will be great for what they have given of
themselves. God bless you, Stan and Rita!

Exemplary Vincentians!
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Change Service Requested

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

June 7, 2019
June 8, 2019
June 9, 2019
Plan on joining us for a
fun-filled weekend with your
parish family and friends!
If you would like to help in
any way, please email
festival@stpaulnky.org.

To submit articles to The Link, please email your information to TheLink@stpaulnky.org.
If you are unable to send via email, please drop off a copy at the rectory.
The deadline to submit articles is the 3rd Monday of each month.

