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Safety First

FRIDAY, JUNE 7: 6-11 PM
PANDORA EFFECT
SATURDAY, JUNE 8: 5-11PM
KARATE GIRLS
SUNDAY, JUNE 9: 4-9 PM
RIMSHOT
DI NNE RS
CHICKEN CHARLIE DINNER
SATURDAY 4-8 PM
SPAGHETTI DINNER
SUNDAY 4-7:30 PM

You may have noticed that there have
been several recent upgrades to the back
parking lot. Thanks to the very generous
donation from Riegler Blacktop, our back
parking lot is becoming safer for all
parishioners. Riegler Blacktop donated
two islands (seen to the right) and speed bumps, which will be installed at a later
time. The purpose of the islands is to divide the back parking lot into two distinct
segments. This has been done for two reasons. The first is safety. During the school
year, the back parking lot is used as a student playground. The islands and the chains
that connect them create a barrier between the driveway for cars and the play area.
Protecting the children is our priority. The second reason is to create handicap
accessible access to the Parish Office. The chained area of the parking lot allows
guests the ability to park close to the Parish Office and provides for a no steps entry
during school hours.
Three speed bumps will be installed in the near future to help keep cars at a safe
speed throughout the parking lot. Two will be placed on the north side of church—
one parallel to the front doors and one at the bottom of the hill before the back
parking lot. The third speed bump will be on the other side of the school building. It
is our goal that the speed bumps will deter the excessive speed that many cars use
when driving through the lot. Safety is our priority.
The design and planning of the improvements to the back parking lot were
discussed at length in committees, which included church, school, festival and other
representatives and were found to be an important enhancement for our parish and
school safety. Thank you, Riegler Blacktop, for the generous donation.

Congratulations Father Michael Barth 25th Priesthood Ordination Anniversary!

June 16

Have You Seen the Stairs?
The steps leading to the side entrance of the church
have been upgraded. Gone is the old, worn out and
ripped carpet. Thanks to the designated donation by
a parishioner, the steps have been refurbished and
look amazing!
The donor enjoys the beauty of our church but
noticed that the worn carpet at the side entrance of
the church distracted from that beauty. Thanks to the
generous donation, that beauty has been restored.
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St. Paul Parish 2018-2019 Third Quarter
Financial Report
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Dear People of St. Paul Parish,
THIRD QUARTER FINANCIAL REPORT –
JULY 2018-MARCH 2019
Due to your generosity to the 2018
DPAA, the diocesan loan taken out to
cover payroll in summer 2017 has been
paid in full in January 2019. This third
quarter financial report shows total
DPAA rebates of $187,093 reported as
income and the diocesan loan reported
on the balance sheet. Payments on the
loan are not reported on an income
statement but to project an accurate
picture of cash flow for the parish, we
are showing the loan on this report.
While the parish still has a deficit, the
amount of the deficit was reduced from
the midyear report by over $33,000.
Several factors played a role in reducing
the deficit. The parish has benefited
from the additional $37,000 in DPAA
rebates. Both the St. Paul Boosters and
PTO have contributed to reduce the
school deficit and purchase much
needed cafeteria equipment. And,
overall, the school and church staff have
worked to control costs. Thank you to
all who made this possible.
Two items the Finance Committee
wants to emphasize. First, when we say
St. Paul Parish, we mean the entire
campus, both church and school.
The second is financial reporting
versus cash flow. The parish reports
expenses on a monthly basis but may
pay several months in advance.
Insurance is a perfect example.
School enrollment is ongoing and
several classrooms are at near capacity.
The fourth quarter will see a major
contribution by the St. Paul Boosters to
further reduce the deficit facing the
school. St. Paul Parish Festival 2019 will
finish the quarter and fiscal year. Many
thanks go to these volunteers for their
long hours and efforts. Don’t forget to
come and bring your extended family
and friends.
In an effort to keep the parish
informed, quarterly financial reports will
be printed in the Link and the year end
report in both the Link and bulletin. If
you have questions regarding this
financial information, please feel free to
call the office.
St. Paul Finance Committee
Rev. Michael D. Barth
Judine M. Hooker, Comptroller

Congratulations Father Michael
Barth - 25th Priesthood Ordination
Anniversary!
On May 19, St. Paul Parish joined Father Barth in
celebrating his 25th Priesthood Ordination
Anniversary during the Noon Mass. Following Mass,
there was an informal reception to help celebrate.
Congratulations Father Barth!

The St. Paul 8th grade class would like to
thank all of you that supported our
various fundraising events throughout
the past year - we just returned from our
trip to Washington DC where, for over
three busy days, we were able to learn
about important events in history, visit
many historical sites and monuments,
and make memories that we will hold
dear for many, many years. With your
help, we collectively raised over $14,500
to offset the costs of this trip, for which
we are greatly appreciative.
Thank You!
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God Is Calling. Now What?

By Deacon Nick Schwartz

God works in many different ways. Most of the time, God works through ordinary people and events: a
parent, a friend, a beautiful sunset, a song, an inspiring story. Other times, we hear God’s call during times
of crisis or major life-changes: a birth, an engagement, a sickness, a death. Sometimes, we just have a
feeling that something is missing. No matter what your reason for thinking about becoming Catholic, our
hope and prayer is that when God calls, you will respond. If you’re reading this, you’ve already begun to
respond!
One part of our mission here at St. Paul Parish is to help people respond to God’s call as best they can by
helping them become more and more like Jesus. For Christians, initiation means falling in love with Jesus
and living as his disciple. This is how we respond best to God’s call. Through the process of becoming
Catholic, we try to help people learn how to respond to God’s call not just for the moment of baptism but
for every day of their lives. The way we learn to do that is by hanging out with Catholics and actually doing
what Catholics do. So, the process of becoming Catholic is not so much about learning things, as in a
classroom, but entering a way of life, such as an apprentice who learns from a master and that master’s
community.
Maybe you are not too sure about any of this. That’s OK. Deacon Nick Schwartz is available to meet with
you to discuss and answer any questions you might have about what Catholics are all about. It’s very
informal, and there is no obligation. You can contact Deacon Nick by emailing him at
nschwartz@stpaulnky.org or calling him at (859) 371-8051 ext. 240.
Becoming Catholic is a year round process here at St. Paul. We are ready to help you when you are ready
to start. If that time is now, give us a call.

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO
CAME OUT TO THE EASTER
EGG HUNT ON APRIL 28!
NEW PARISHIONERS
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas and Lisa Blaker
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew and Michelle Long & Family
Mr. Edward Kaminski
Mr. & Mrs. Craig and Jessica Sorrell & Family
Mrs. Mary Thomson
DEATHS
Andres Flores
Bernie Lunnemann

(May 8)
(May 16)

BAPTISMS
Claire Ann Cahill
Daughter of Jarod & Ami Cahill
WEDDINGS
Elizabeth Leedom & Adam Nields
Jill Holdeman & Howard Lee

(April 27)
(May 18)
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St. Paul Families for Life—
Every Life: Cherished * Chosen * Sent
By Marla Kelly

The abortion debate makes me
wonder – Have we forgotten
how to love? Lisa Wheeler, Fox
News
I happened upon this article from
Lisa Wheeler and, not wanting to
violate any copyright laws, I
suggest you google this and read it
yourself. It is very inspiring and a
wonderful take on the bottom line
of the debate. Basically, her
thought is that when she hears all
the reasons for allowing abortion a woman’s right to choose,
challenges of caring for a disabled
child, quality of life for a child and
the trauma of a pregnancy from a
rape - she has one thought….We
Have Forgotten How To Love.
Very good perspective, please take
time to read.
Families For Life - Baby Bottle
Campaign - Thanks for
participating in this year’s baby
bottle campaign. Remember to
bring your bottle(s) to any Mass on
Father’s Day Weekend, June 15 &
16. All money collected will go to
Northern KY Care Net Pregnancy
to help with their ministering to
women and men who are
experiencing an unplanned
pregnancy. Make all checks out to
Care Net Northern KY.
40 Days for Life Update: The One
Hundredth abortion facility has
closed following a 40 Days for Life
campaign...and it's a BIG one! The
abortion units at Nottingham
University Hospitals in England
closed after FOUR 40 Days for Life
vigils there. 40 Days for Life
participants in England have faced
persecution, freedom of speech
bans, and slanderous attacks from
major media outlets. But against
all odds, they trusted God to
overcome every obstacle--and He
did! More than 1,100 children
were killed at the hospitals every
year. The end of abortion at
Nottingham's largest hospital

complex is just one of the many fruits of
the recently completed spring 40 Days
for Life campaign.
Heartbeat Bills - A new poll conducted
May 10 & 11, 2019, shows that the
majority of American voters support
banning abortion after a fetal heartbeat
can be detected – usually at about six
weeks gestation. According to The Hill,
the results of a Hill/HarrisX survey found
that most people think Heartbeat Bills
are either too lenient or just right.

By Nancy Flanders, Live Acton News; May
17, 2019 article; “Poll: Most Americans
support ‘heartbeat bills’ protecting
preborn babies”
Help after abortion –
Option Line – (800) 712-4357 |
optionline.org | Option Line offers a
confidential live chat, text line, and
toll-free hotline that is available 24/7.
The website contains additional
resources for women who are
considering abortion, have had an
abortion, or are seeking alternatives to
abortion.
Rachel’s Vineyard – (877) 467-3463 |
rachel@rachelsvineyard.org | Rachel’s
Vineyard offers confidential, weekend
programs and other services across the
United States and Canada, with
additional sites around the world, for
anyone affected by abortion.
From Live Action News
States are passing laws to protect the
unborn but hearts and minds need
changing. Please pray for all who
support and perform abortions.

We would like to thank the
Bereavement Committee for
the beautiful Mass for
Mary L. Braun. Thanks to all
who participated in some way
including the Parish staff,
those who prepared food and
a special thanks to Bonnie. It
was a wonderful and special
tribute for an exceptional
woman.
- Jack Braun and Family
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St. Vincent de Paul News
by Marion Roach Mangine

St. Paul Church parishioners are very
generous. When we ask for replenishments
for the food pantry to help the needy in
Florence, everyone contributes. When we
reported here in the LINK that 5 of our SVDP
volunteers have retired after years of service
and we asked for parishioners to volunteer,
several responded. Phyllis has asked that we
print this letter from her in this month’s LINK:
May 17, 2019
My name is Phyllis Ramsey and I recently
have had the privilege of taking responsibility
for managing the St. Vincent de Paul pantry
for St. Paul’s Church in Florence, KY. Our
prayers were answered yet again by our
parishioners whose donations of food far
surpassed anything we could have hoped for.
We have the greatest parishioners in
Northern Kentucky or anywhere for that
matter! Thank YOU!
But no food pantry is complete without the
help of our St. Vincent de Paul volunteers. I
personally would like to thank Tom Butler &
Family, Lee Smela, Rose Clear, Janet
Lunnerman & Son, Dave Strickly, Marla Kelly,
Jim Kelly and Judy Miller. A special thanks to
Nicole and Mary.
Thank you again for all your help and the
blessings that you bring.
POR
We have reported on many single
grandmothers raising grandchildren and have
called for help. We have many single parents
who struggle and call for help.
Here is a report of one needy single parent.
Marilyn and Rose visited a young man,
Thomas, who requested help with food and
clothing for himself and his 4 children. When
we arrived at his “home” with a large box of
food from our pantry, we found a trailer in
complete shambles and not something
suitable to be lived in at all. There were big
holes in the floor and the walls, kitchen
cabinets falling off the walls, windows and
doors not sealed. It was a complete disaster
and he had spent his income tax money to
buy it outright. We stood in the kitchen to
have our discussion with this very congenial
gentleman. He willingly talked of his
situation beginning with his mother passing
away 2 years ago. They were very close, and
that loss sent him into a deep depression
whereby he was not able to care for his 4
children and he began overdrinking. The
children do not have a relationship with their
mother since she is in prison for drug
trafficking. As a result of his own abuse, the
children were removed. The two younger
boys were placed in foster care and the two
older girls went with their maternal

grandmother. Long story short, Thomas
underwent 2 years of rehab and
counseling, getting control of his life once
again. He is currently working full-time as
a painter and his boss agreed to help him
get the trailer repaired and into livable
condition. The driving force for Thomas
was to regain custody of his four children
and his hearing was coming up 6 weeks
from our visit. He would need beds for the
2 girls, ages 14 & 11 years, for the court to
approve his home for the children. He did
have a set of bunkbeds for the boys, ages 5
& 6. His drive and spirit were impressive,
and we did provide Remke certificates and
household vouchers for the SVDP
store. We explained that we would
provide clothing vouchers for the children
once he had custody.
About 6 weeks later, we received a call
once again from Thomas and he was so
upbeat and excited to have Rose & Marilyn
return to see what all he had accomplished
in his trailer. It was a week or more until
we made the return visit and, between
that time, Thomas had found out that the
court was making him wait until Sept. to
get his kids back. He was devastated and
frustrated because he felt he had done
everything they asked of him and the case
worker had visited and approved his home
for the children to return. He does have
supervised visits with all 4 children, and he
misses them so much. We encouraged
him to keep his head up and keep moving
forward because he can’t fall back now
with things so close at hand. He showed
off his home to us and we were impressed
with the overall appearance and repairs he
had made. The place looked very solid and
safe now and he had furniture donated
from a neighbor who was moving out and
getting rid of everything. The refrigerator
was clean and working and he has a
washer and dryer that work so the basics
are taken care of. We truly enjoyed talking
with Thomas and getting to know him
better and we look forward to returning in
the fall to meet his children and see what
more we can do for this family. He
certainly needs prayers in order to accept
the challenges he faces and to keep
moving in the right direction. He trusts in
God to bring him through this stage of
life. Marilyn and Rose felt inspired to meet
someone with so much determination and
the experience has enriched our lives with
this new relationship that was formed.
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Treasurer's Report for April 2019
1) Conference calls: 42 calls serving a
total of 100
2) Members Times: 73 hours
3) Direct Aid’ (Conference funded
assistance) - Total $3,976.63
a) Food/Groceries (Remke’s
Vouchers) - $1,173.91
b) Housing/Rent - $1029.71
c) Transportation (Bus
Tickets, Gas Cards) - $625.00
d) Utilities - $1,148.01
e) Clothing/Household - $0
f) Miscellaneous - $0
4) In Kind Goods & Service’ (Vouchers/
Food) – Total $3,335.00
a) Food (Pantry) - $1,075.00
b) Furniture / Houseware
Vouchers - $1,475.00
c) Clothing Vouchers $540.00
d) Medical - $0
e) Other - $245.00

Have you seen our new
recycling bins?
With the collaboration of
the St. Paul School Student
Council and Boone County
Recycling, we have paper
and cardboard recycling at
St. Paul!

P.O. Box 366
Florence KY 41022 -2126
Change Service Requested

To submit articles to The Link, please email your information to TheLink@stpaulnky.org.
If you are unable to send via email, please drop off a copy at the Parish Office.
The deadline to submit articles is the 3rd Monday of each month.
7301 Dixie Highway Florence, Kentucky 41042
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