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“God loves us...Share His love with everyone!” 

stpaulnky.org  St. Paul Church in Florence, KY                    September 2019 

Children’s Liturgy 
of the Word  

Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
will be offered during the 10 a.m. 
Mass on Sunday for students in 
grades K-4. They are invited to 

hear the Word of God in a language they can easily comprehend. When the 
Liturgy of the Word is completed, the children will return to their                  
respective pews to join their family. The time is structured so God’s               
message can be understood by all the younger parishioners and guests of 
St. Paul. The program will begin on Sunday, September 8.   

A pre-baptism meeting is 
required for first child   
parents before the child’s 
Baptism. The next class 
will be September 9 at   
7:00 p.m. in Parish Center 
Room 173. Please contact 
the Parish Office to        
register: 859-371-8051.   

By Kemberly Markham, Principal  

On August 12, our students began the 

new school year. With the beginning of 

the new year, we adopted a new school 

year theme: 

Panthers ROAR...Respect others, Own your actions, Act as Jesus 

would, and Realize your goals. The theme was chosen by our Student 

Council, who took ownership of their actions and decorated the school  

bulletin boards. If you have time, stop by and view their amazing work! 

We’re very excited for another great year. We have many exciting plans 

for the year ahead...retreat days, 8th grade play, Gold and Blue Bash, field 

trips, and more. We’re also very excited to welcome a new art                   

teacher...Mrs. Turvey.  She comes to us with much experience and             

wonderful art projects to share! We have also partnered with Alphabest, an 

after school enrichment program offering fun activities for the students. 

We’re looking forward to a fantastic partnership! 

Thank you to everyone for supporting the school and helping us foster the 

Catholic faith for the next generation. Without your support, we couldn’t            

continue to act as Jesus would and keep the school going. We welcome 

all of you to visit the school this year during our open houses and see what 

your support has created! 

Members will hand out 
bags, with a list of items, 
after all Masses on            
Saturday, September 21 & 
Sunday, September 22. 
We ask you to return your 
items the following          
weekend, September 28 & 
29. We appreciate any and 
all donations towards our 
pantry, but we will also 
include a list of most 
needed items along with 
the bags. Thank you for 
your consideration of our 
neighbors in need.    
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YOU ARE INVITED TO JOIN                
FR. TRINITY KNIGHT ON AN 

ELITE TOUR 

Trip Name: Italia Bella with Fr. Trinity 
Dates: March 7-15, 2020 
Cost: $3,799.  

This elite tour includes airfare, 5 star                   
accommodations, taxes, tips, fees,                     
transportation, breakfast, and dinners. Places 
you’ll visit: Rome, Assisi, Florence, Tuscany, 
Venice & more... This all-inclusive trip is           
being arranged by Pro Catholic Tours. Please 
register at www.procatholictours.com or call 
612-730-2890 or 769-220-2702. 

St. Paul Prayer Blanket Ministry                   

By Marla Kelly 

We invite you to come join in the               
fellowship of making shawls and pocket 
squares that will be given to individuals 
needing our prayers. We meet the 2nd & 4th Thursday of 
each month from 7:00 – 8:00 PM. Check the bulletin under 
the Parish Schedule if you forget the date and time.  We 
love to have you come help make these wonderful gifts.  If 
you don’t know how to crochet – no problem.  We will 
help you learn.   

Do you know someone who may need prayers? Maybe it is 
a family member or friend with a chronic condition or  
someone going through treatment for an illness. Possibly it 
is someone preparing for a marriage, moving away from 
the family, going through a hard time in their life or a            
person who lost someone close to them.  There are many 
situations where having a prayer shawl or prayer square 
will bring some peace and calm into a person’s life.  Maybe 
you would like to make one for a friend but just don’t 
know how, don’t have the needles or yarn.  We do and we 
will be happy to help you. What better way to let someone 
know God is watching over them! Contact Marla Kelly at 
mlkelly1253@gmail.com if you would like a prayer shawl 
or more information about our ministry.  

Before the school year started, several people  
worked to beautify the front entrance of the 
school. This included refreshing the landscape of 
the Tari McGill Memorial including a donation of a 
new angel for the garden and the St. Paul Rock  
Garden. 

Tara Kelly, St. Paul 2nd Grade teacher, had the        
following to share about Tari McGill. “Mrs. McGill 
was an amazing teacher who taught for 29 years in 
the diocese. Teaching first at St. Thomas and Holy 
Cross before coming to St. Paul to teach second 
grade.  She made everyone feel welcome and had 
an appreciation and respect for every student she 
taught. She laughed freely and made an effort to 
make others laugh.  Her favorite subject to teach 
was Religion and saw preparing the second graders 
for First Communion as a blessing. She always had 
accessories for every holiday and special occasions 
celebrated at school - even painting her nails St. 
Paul blue with yellow 100s written on them for the 
100th day of school.   

Mrs. McGill was diagnosed with uterine cancer in 
2007.  She underwent chemo and radiation therapy 
while continuing to teach.  Her St. Paul family 
pitched in during that time, helping and offering 
prayers, support, and love.  She loved her students 
and was greatly disappointed when she was unable 
to attend the last week of school due to her                  
illness.  She was awarded “Teacher of the Year” for 
the 2008-2009 school year.” 
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by Gavin Bonar 
My journey at St. Paul Parish started in 1998 as a proud 
Panther. Ever since then, it's been a crazy journey         
involving huge leaps of faith, personal growth, and a 
deep compassion for the people of this Parish.  

I never expected to work in Youth Ministry, especially             
considering that I never went to the Youth Knights                   
program... But in 2015, I drove by St. Paul and felt this       
calling from God. He said to me, "Why haven't you visited 
me? Come home! I miss you." It was that strong calling 
that pulled me in as a volunteer with the youth group and    
eventually a full time member of the staff in 2016.  

I'm writing today to tell you that my journey as Youth             
Minister has come to an end. Starting August 19, I will be 
working full time at the University of Cincinnati in the 
DAAP program as an Admissions Counselor! It has been 
my long term goal since 2011 to work in the field of  
Higher Education. I have been working towards this goal 
for several years and the right opportunity finally came 
my way.  

This was an incredibly difficult decision for me to make             
because of people like you. You supported our coffee 
shops, brought your children to the annual St. Nicholas 
Breakfast, donated cans of paint for the Youth Room, and 
allowed myself and my volunteers the ability to teach the 
youth of our Parish how to be as Christ-like as              
possible. I won't forget the kindness you put on display 
week after week.  

Largely, it was the students that made my decision to 
leave that much harder. They are a selfless, hardworking, 
and intelligent group who are dedicated to making this 
Parish a better place. My only regret is that I couldn't do 
more for them. We are very blessed with the students 
that we have here because of the love they share for   
Jesus and their commitment to do as he would in today's 
world. 

This isn't a goodbye, more of a "I'll see you around!" 

My new schedule will be quite demanding, but I will do 
all that I can to remain an active volunteer with our youth  
ministry programs. I feel strongly about our program and 
I hope you'll share that sentiment with me. 

Thank you again for believing in me. I ask that you               
continue praying for the youth of St. Paul Parish and pray 
for us as we search for a new Youth Minister. 

Thank you and God Bless. 

Saturday, October 5 
6:30-11:00 PM 

St. Paul Carlin Center 
 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR AN EVENING OF FOOD, FUN, AND 

FRIENDS TO BENEFIT St. Paul Catholic School  
 

Hosted by St. Paul Parent-Teacher Organization (PTO) 

 This social fundraiser for adults features: 
• Silent Bid Auctions • Panther Raffle                   

 Reverse Raffle • Games 
• Delicious Appetizers • Wine  

 Craft & Domestic Beer • Soda 
•  DJ Music throughout the evening for dancing 

and socializing 
 

We are currently seeking silent auction/raffle items, 

gift cards, monetary donations, and volunteers for 

the most talked about night of the year!  
Contact Jenn Reynolds with questions 

(jkreynolds1020@gmail.com) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

 2019 Blue & Gold Bash RSVP and Donations 

RSVP Deadline: October 2, 2019   

Attendee Name(s)______________________________ 

Phone________________________________________ 

Address______________________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

Email________________________________________ 

 
PAY BY CHECK WITH THIS FORM: Checks payable to 
St. Paul PTO 
$________Reservation: $30 per adult attendee 

(includes apps/drinks) 
$________Sponsor: $100+ (includes 10 Panther raffle 

tix & recognition at event)  
$________Reverse Raffle: $20 per ticket (Split the Pot 

style: 40% 1st /10% 2nd)  
$________TOTAL - Return form with payment  

Please send to St. Paul School in envelope marked c/o 
Blue & Gold Bash (Attn. Krista Greis) 

  
ONLINE REGISTRATION ALSO AVAILABLE: https://
www.charityauctionstoday.com/t/blue-and-gold-bash--
2c503481c6  

mailto:jkreynolds1020@gmail.com
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Continue Reading on Page 5... 

YEAR END FINANCIAL REPORT – 

 JULY 2018-JUNE 2019 

My Dear Parishioners of St. Paul Parish,   

Our parish, St. Paul Parish, has been making 
a difference in the Florence, Kentucky area 
for a long time. This difference has been 
brought about by the superior education 
given at our parish school to the most             
incredible blessing the Lord has given us, our 
children. The difference has also been 
brought about by the strong, consistent, and 
faithful worship given to our heavenly         
Father through His Son in the Holy Spirit, 
most especially at the celebration of the 
Mass. At present, we, The Parish, once again 
are facing, dealing with, and adjusting to the 
winds of change. 

As a parish, we continue to manage the 
change of not having St. Timothy Parish as a 
partner in our school. We also are striving to 
adjust to the changing demographic of our 
area, which has impacted the number of              
students we have in our school and the             
contribution level to our parish. 

The 2019/2020 fiscal year may prove to be 
the most financially challenging year the 
Parish has ever seen. The Parish has a              
twofold financial issue, cash flow and        
budgetary. Because of the cash flow issue, 
the parish might have to make another loan 
from the diocese.  Over the last five years, 
the Parish has retired the debt remaining 
from the renovation and the loan made 
from the diocese to help with cash flow two 
years ago. Therefore, we, the Parish, are 
presently out of debt and totally current 
with the diocese. 

You will find attached the end of year             
financial report for the 2018/2019 fiscal 
year. Please read the paragraphs that follow 
in order to understand that report. In order 
to survive last year, we had to loan               
ourselves money from reserves. The PTO, as 
well as the Boosters, worked hard to              
supplement our revenue by their fund          
raising prowess and efforts. We no longer 
have reserves but mercifully PTO and            
Boosters are stepping up their efforts. 

At this time, I have appointed a task               
committee to wrestle our budget to the 
ground, so to speak. On the church side of 
our budget, this has already been done. It 
has left us with holes in our staffing but we 
will survive. The staff that remains is highly 
dedicated and incredibly, inspirationally 
committed to the Parish. 

ST. PAUL PARISH 2018-2019 YEAR END FINANCIAL REPORT 

INCOME 

                    July 2018 – June 2019   

Offertory Collections – Sundays and Holy Days                                      $ 645,095 

School Fees                   

         Tuition, books, library, cafeteria, etc.                                                  $ 1,300,993 

         Boosters/PTO Contributions                                        $ 104,213 

Other Fees – Rel. Ed, Sunday-School, Youth, etc.                                          $ 7,610     

Fund Raising (after expenses) – Bingo, Festival, Hall Rentals                        $ 82,458  

Diocesan Collections            

          Represents 6 yearly and any special collections                                         $ 55,300 

Interest Earned 

          Checking acct, Savings acct, CD’s, etc.                                                 $ 52 

DPAA Rebates                                      $ 193,019 

Specified/Restricted Funds/Bequests                               $ 15,237 

TOTAL INCOME                                                 $ 2,403,977 

EXPENSES 

Pastoral Service – Salaries, supplies, equipment                                              $ 205,051 

Worship - Salaries, supplies, equipment, music                                        $ 68,719 

Religious Education                      

           REC, Pre-School, VBS, Children’s Liturgy of the Word                              $ 32,271 

School and School Plant and Maintenance            

           Teachers/Administrative and support salaries, supplies, 

            utilities, cafeteria                                     $ 1,564,371 

Christian Service & Outreach  

            Bereavement, R.C.I.A., Faith Formation                                                   $ 34,697 

Rectory - Salaries, supplies, equipment                                                    $ 31,539 

Youth - Salaries, supplies, equipment                                     $ 48,424 

Church Plant and Maintenance      

             Salaries, utilities, insurance, repairs                          $ 81,521 

Diocesan Collections                    

 Represents 6 yearly and any special collections                        $ 55,300 

Diocesan and Secondary School Assessment (6 months)            

             Money paid to Diocese based on parish income (church expense)     $ 91,854 

             Money paid to Diocese based on tuition income (school expense)  $ 122,050 

Other – Loan Interest, Capital, etc. (not including depreciation)                       $37,792 

TOTAL EXPENSES                                                $ 2,373,589 

FROM BALANCE SHEET:  

Diocesan Loan (Paid in full 1/31/2019)                        $ 150,000  

TOTAL EXPENSES AND LOAN                                    $ 2,523,589 

—DEFICIT $119,612— 
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Moralistic Therapeutic Deism—the 
New American Religion 
 By Deacon Nick Schwartz 

In 2005, sociologists Christian Smith and Melinda 
Lundquist Denton published a book entitled Soul 
Searching: The Religious and Spiritual Lives of 
American Teenagers.  The book is the result of the 
research project "National Study of Youth and                             
Religion.” (Wikipedia)   

The author's study found that many young people 
believe in several moral statutes not exclusive to 
any of the major world religions. It is not a new 
religion or theology as such, but identified as a set 
of commonly held spiritual beliefs. It is this                 
combination of beliefs that the authors labeled 
moralistic therapeutic deism.  The creed of this 
religion, as codified from what emerged from  
interviews with over 3,000 U.S. teenagers, sounds 
something like this: 

1. A God exists who created and orders the 
world and watches over human life on earth.  

2. God wants people to be good, nice, and fair 
to each other, as taught in the Bible and by 
most world religions.  

3. The central goal of life is to be happy and to 
feel good about oneself.  

4. God does not need to be particularly involved 
in one's life except when he is needed to  
resolve a problem.  

5. Good people go to heaven when they die. 

Moralistic therapeutic deism is about belief in a 
particular kind of God, one who exists, created the 
world, and defines our general moral order, but 
not one who is particularly personally involved in 
our affairs — especially affairs in which we would 
prefer not to have God involved; most of the time, 
the God of this faith keeps a safe distance.  He is 
often described by teens as "watching over            
everything from above" and "the creator of            
everything and is just up there now controlling 
everything." 

This God is not demanding.  He actually can't be, 
since his job is to solve our problems and make 
people feel good.  In short, God is something like a 
combination Divine Butler and Cosmic Therapist 
— he is always on call, takes care of any problems 
that arise, professionally helps his people to feel 
better about themselves, and does not become 
too personally involved in the process. 

St. Paul said that we can know God exists by           
observing the wonders of creation.  However, we 
can’t know who God is unless he reveals that to 
us.  But God has revealed himself to us, beginning 
with Abraham and continuing with the prophets 
throughout salvation history, culminating in the 
incarnation of Jesus, the only Son of God. Jesus is 
the perfect revelation of God the Father, and 
there is no other.  This revelation of God, this  
deposit of faith, has been preserved, guarded and 
handed on by the Magisterium of the Catholic 
Church down through the centuries. 

Continue Reading on Page 6…. 

Continued from page 4… Year End Financial Report 
Also at this point, I come to you to ask you to do some things in order to help. 
Of course, I am asking you to review your contribution level to the Parish. If 
you’re able to give more, please do so in the collection basket or through the 
DPAA. Each and every year that I have been here, I have stood in awe at your 
financial contributions to the parish. Thank you for helping us remain a parish 
that makes the difference. The other way that you can help at this time is to 
support the various fund raising events that are taking place such as the 
Flower Sale, the Blue and Gold Bash and the Craft Show. Many think that 
these are merely school fundraisers. They are not. They are fundraisers that 
support the Parish, Church and School. Thank you ahead of time for                   
supporting these efforts. You and your efforts to support our parish are        
greatly appreciated. Thank you. 

One must examine both the Balance Sheet and the Income Statement                 
together to get a true sense of the financial health of St. Paul Parish.  The 
Income Statement submitted to the Diocese in the Annual Report shows 
$18,388 in net income.  Examination shows that several expenses reported 
on the Income Statement are payables on the Balance Sheet as of June 30, 
2019. This means these expenses have been reported but not paid as of this 
report. 

How and why?  St. Paul Parish began the 2018-2019 fiscal year with a           
Diocesan Loan Payable of $150,000.  The loan was paid off through the              
garnishment of the parish’s DPAA Rebates.   

1. The DPAA Rebates are reported on the Income Statement.  However, the 
$150,000 Diocesan Loan Payable is on the Balance Sheet.   

2. The garnishment of the DPAA Rebates to pay the loan resulted in a shift of 
payables, most notably the Diocesan Assessment, Secondary School                
Assessment and Special Collections.  These items were paid in July/August 
2019 when 2019-2020 school tuition became available. 

3. St. Paul Parish cash flow was tight for 2018-2019.  Constant assessment by 
the Comptroller made sure that payroll was met and facilities operating. 

4. St. Paul Parish now has a new payable:  Loan from Scholarship Account.  In 
order to make payroll, the Parish transferred funds from the Scholarship 
Bank Account, creating an internal loan.  Currently, the Parish can meet the 
annual scholarships, however the account is not earning the interest it 
should due to the low balance. 

5. Unlike most diocesan schools, St. Paul School’s tuition rates include school 
fees:  Books, Technology and Activity.  Principal Kemberly Markham               
researched the question of what the amount of these fees should be and 
found that St. Paul Parish has been under-allocating these fees.  In order to 
better inform families and new families, a fee schedule was announced and 
applied to the 2018-2019 fiscal year.  Tuition rates still include these fees 
but now St. Paul can explain the tuition rates when compared to other 
Catholic Schools who bill the fees separately.  It is a marketing tool. This 
income is also considered nonoperating revenue and is not included in the 
calculations for the Diocesan Assessment and Secondary School                                
Assessments. 

To keep the parish informed, quarterly financial reports will be printed in the 
in the Link and the year end in both the Link and bulletin. If you have               
questions regarding this financial information, please feel free to call the 
office.  

St. Paul Finance Committee 
Rev. Michael D. Barth  
Judine M. Hooker, Comptroller    
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We would like to thank the Bereavement    

Committee, Steve Mason, the choir, and also 

Fr. Knight for helping us with our son, 

Greg's, funeral last month.  The music was 

beautiful and Fr. Knight's homily was very 

meaningful. Janet and the Bereavement 

Committee did a wonderful job of supplying 

so much delicious food.  It meant a lot to our      

family. We will always be grateful to them 

and want them to know what it means to a 

family who has lost a loved one. 

 

Sincerely, 

Tom and Marlene Hovel and Family  

St. Paul Families for Life—              
Every Life: Cherished * Chosen * Sent 
By Marla Kelly 

40 Days for Life - Fall             
campaign begins Wednesday, 
September 25 and runs 
through Sunday, November 3.  
St. Paul will once again               
participate in the campaign 
with two scheduled dates.  
Please prayerfully consider 
attending one or both dates:  
Wednesday, October 2 at 
10:00 AM and Wednesday, 
October 16 at 10:00 AM.  To 
carpool, meet at St. Paul in the 
parking area by the Scout 
house by 9:15. We will be  
leaving at 9:30.  This is an hour
-long time that we will be  
praying in front of the Planned 
Parenthood facility on Auburn 
Ave in Cincinnati (10:00 – 
11:00).  If you would like to go 
a different day/time, you can 
check out the calendar 
at /40daysforlife.com/local-
campaigns/cincinnati/.  We 
pray that, with God’s help, this 
will mark the beginning of the 
end of abortion in our area — 
and beyond.   
 
October is Respect Life 
Month – Each year, the         
United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops (USCCB)           
designates October as the           
Respect Life Month and the 
first Sunday of October is            
observed as Respect Life           
Sunday. As Catholics, we are 
called to cherish, defend, and 
protect those who are most                      
vulnerable, from the beginning 
of life to its end, and at every 
point in between. During the 
month of October, the Church 
asks us to reflect more deeply 
on the dignity of every human 
life.   
 
The annual Respect Life          
Program is a year-round,         
nationwide effort to help   
Catholics understand, value, 
and become engaged with 

building a culture that cherishes 
every human life.  The program 
runs from Respect Life Sunday, the 
first Sunday in October, through 
the following September.  This 
year’s theme is Christ our Hope in 
every season of Life.  For more 
information on the program, check 
out the site at https://
www.respectlife.org/ 
 
Throughout the month of October, 
there will be reflections in the   
bulletin and special Prayers of the 
Faithful. We will also pray the   
Rosary every Wednesday in              
October before the 7:15PM            
evening Mass.  Please come and 
join others to pray for the change 
of hearts and souls to cherish all  
stages of life.  The rosary will begin 
at 6:45 PM.   
 
Diocesan Annual Pro-Life Mass 
– The Diocese of Covington          
community will come together on 
Thursday, October 3 at 7:00 PM to 
celebrate the Eucharist at the    
annual Diocesan Pro-Life Mass and 
Gathering.  You are invited and 
encouraged to join Bishop Roger J. 
Foys, Priests, Permanent Deacons 
and many others in the celebration 
of life at the Cathedral Basilica of 
the Assumption.      
 
St. Elizabeth Hospice regularly 
hosts orientation classes for those 
who wish to volunteer. The first 
session can be completed on your 
own time and ends with a final day
-long or evening session at the  
Carol Ann & Ralph V. Haile Hospice 
Center at 483 South Loop Road in 
Edgewood. Registration is             
required. Contact Debbie Holloran, 
Hospice Volunteer Coordinator at  
Debbie.Holloran@stelizabeth.com 
or 859-301-4622. 

Continued From Page 5….. 

Unfortunately, moralistic therapeutic deism does 
not profess the God of revelation, but rather a god 
created in our own image and likeness.  As church 
attendance has plummeted 70-80% over the last 
several decades, surveys still say the vast majority 
of Americans believe in God, but what God.  Even 
though they would never identify themselves as 
moralistic therapeutic deists, I believe many of 
these people have adopted this new creed               
because it soothes their need for spirituality but 
allows them to make up their own morality as they 
go along.  For them, there is no sin, no repentance, 
no hell, no sacrifice, no prayer, no worship, no 
church going, no rules, no pressure, no problems. 
Christianity in America is being hijacked by a            
secularized version that is a threat to no one and, 
more importantly, a benefit to no one. 

What to do?  First, we need to recognize America’s 
increasing faith in this new, false religion.  Next, 
we need to learn and familiarize ourselves with 
the God revealed in the Bible and taught in the 
pages of the Catechism. And finally, strong in our 
understanding of the God of revelation, we need 
to share our faith in Jesus and his Church with our 
brothers and sisters who have mistakenly adopted 
moralistic therapeutic deism as their own.     

Christian Smith, https://www.catholiceducation.org/en/
controversy/common-misconceptions/on-moralistic-therapeutic
-deism-as-u-s-teenagers-actual-tacit-de-facto-religious-
faith.html   

https://www.catholiceducation.org/en/controversy/common-misconceptions/on-moralistic-therapeutic-deism-as-u-s-teenagers-actual-tacit-de-facto-religious-faith.html
https://www.catholiceducation.org/en/controversy/common-misconceptions/on-moralistic-therapeutic-deism-as-u-s-teenagers-actual-tacit-de-facto-religious-faith.html
https://www.catholiceducation.org/en/controversy/common-misconceptions/on-moralistic-therapeutic-deism-as-u-s-teenagers-actual-tacit-de-facto-religious-faith.html
https://www.catholiceducation.org/en/controversy/common-misconceptions/on-moralistic-therapeutic-deism-as-u-s-teenagers-actual-tacit-de-facto-religious-faith.html
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NEW PARISHIONERS  

Don and Candace Street & Family 
Anna Meyer-Nagel 

Shawn and Kathryn Robbins & Family 
Samuel and Victoria Toje 

George and Elaine Theus 
Robert and Michelle Lux & Family 

 
DEATHS 

Norma Fessler   (July 22) 
Donald Mattingly  (July 25) 

Alfred (Gene) Armstrong (August 2) 

Wendell Morgan  (August 14) 

 
BAPTISMS 

Owen Lee Hardy 
 Son of Brigette and Aaron Hardy 

Timothy Isimeme Nhyiria Okosun 
 Son of Lydia and Best Okosun 

 
WEDDINGS 

Tammy Hobbs and Robert Haacke (July 26) 
Helene Ngolya and Frank Kilala    (July 27) 

St. Vincent de Paul News  
by Rose Clear 

“Saint Vincent is our patron and 
model as Vincentians.  He invites us 
to embrace the mission of Christ by 
embracing those in need, helping 
them to find hope in the future by 
making Christ present and visible to 
them today.  We go out and meet 
people in their homes.  Sometimes 
we bring them food, sometimes 
money for rent or utilities,                
sometimes vouchers for clothing, 
but mostly, we bring them a            
listening ear, a compassionate 
heart and a glimmer of hope – the 
hope of Jesus Christ!”  Deacon Mike 
Lyman 
 
Recruiting:  The St. Vincent de Paul 
Invitation to Serve weekend 
seemed well received among         
parishioners!  We had 14 people 
sign our list as being interested.  
The ‘Meet & Greet” follow up            
get-together provided an             
opportunity to help these              
newcomers learn exactly what it is 
we do and to start becoming            
familiar with the Society in general.  
Several additional newcomers 
showed up to our meeting based 
upon the flyer in the bulletin.  There 
is no such thing as too many           
Vincentians!  Even if you missed this 
meeting, you are always welcome 
to attend any meeting at 9:00 AM 
on the Second Saturday of each 
month in Rm 171 of the Parish          
Center to see how you may have an 
opportunity to give back for all your 
blessings. 
 
One of our success stories with a 
neighbor in need is told here. On 
July 15, the Erlanger area was hit 
with heavy rains and flash flooding.  
One family, Darcy and Steve and 
their children, were forced to          
evacuate their first-floor apartment 
on Stevenson Rd with little time to 
save much of anything.  The family 
only had fire insurance so they 
could not file a claim. The Red Cross 
provided financial assistance so 
they could get into a hotel and       

purchase food and clothing. They 
also used some of this money to 
rent a storage unit for what items 
they were able to salvage.  Family 
members were taking care of the 
children and, along with Darcy’s         
co-workers, were helping them get 
some furniture and other items. 
They also received their rent money 
back from their previous landlord 
and used it to help purchase other 
needed items.   
 
This family ended up at a hotel in 
Florence and called SVdP for            
assistance and that’s where we 
came in.  When we met with the 
family, Darcy had just found a new 
apartment in Florence, paid the  
application fee and put money down 
to hold the apartment. They needed 
immediate help with the deposit 
and rent that was close to a $1,000.  
(This large amount is why many  
people have trouble getting into an       
apartment.)  After discussing with 
other members of the conference, 
we decided to pay the amount so 
the family could get back together 
and settled in before school started.  
The family was very grateful for this 
help!  However, there was more 
good news for the family.  The 
apartment complex was running a 
promotion and their August rent 
was free.  In addition, our              
conference was successful in            
obtaining a grant from another         
organization to help pay their           
September rent.  Not having to pay 
rent for a couple of months would 
definitely help the family get back 
on their feet. Darcy was excited to 
hear this news. Our St. Paul            
conference reached out to other 
area conferences, since this was well 
over our normal financial assistance.  
Several of them contributed money 
to us to help reimburse our treasury.  
God certainly blessed this family and 
our conference with many people 
helping each other through a crisis.  

My deepest gratitude goes out to all those 
who helped our Silent Auction this 
year. The generous gifts from our parish 
seemed to be never ending. The Silent 
Auction once again topped last year and 
that was no easy task. I am as always           
inspirited by our Parish and its willingness 
to pitch in. 

Judy Kidwell, Silent Auction Chairperson.   

SVdP Treasurer Report for July 2019 
 - 56 calls serving 142 people and 116 hours 

of Vincentians’ time 
 - Conference-funded Aid: $4,884 ($2733 for 

rent, $1675 for utilities, $400 Remke 
vouchers, $76 misc.) 

- In-Kind Goods:  $4,140  ($1400 pantry 
food, $1980 furniture vouchers, $440              
clothing vouchers, $320 other) 
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