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“God loves us...Share His love with everyone!” 

stpaulnky.org  St. Paul Church in Florence, KY                    December 2019 

The Giving Tree is in the 

Gathering Space. All gifts  

need to be returned by 

1:00PM on December 8. 

Please consider                   

participating this season.  

 

 

 

 

 

The Parish Office will be 
closed December 23 through              
January 3. For an emergency, 
call the Parish Office at       
859-371-8051 and follow the 
prompts. 

January Link Deadline 

Due to the holiday season, 
the deadline to submit              
articles for the January Link is 
December 11th. Send articles 
to TheLink@stpaulnky.org. 

“Life itself is the most wonderful 
fairy tale of all.”  

Hans Christian Andersen 
This year, the 8th graders of St. Paul School performed the one-of-a
-kind fractured fairy tale farce, Haphazardly Ever After.  Audiences 
followed a kind king and queen as they tried to help their four          
obnoxious, bratty, adult children live up to their royal titles and live 
happily ever after.  

With the help of Sara Chalfant (third-grade teacher) and Tara Kelly 
(second-grade teacher), the 8th graders showcased their theatrical  
talents and dedication with a great performance.  As in previous 
years, Helen North (music teacher) was in charge of the sound 
crew, Sheri Turvey (art teacher) coordinated the sets, and Dr. Nick 
Payne (parishioner) helped and dedicated lighting equipment. 

The students enjoyed the extra time and opportunity to make 
memories and bond as a class. They worked very hard and were  
rewarded with the approval from the audience in the form of 
laughter and applause! Congratulations 8th Graders!  BRAVO! 
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Phone number: 859-371-8051| Address: P. O. Box 366 Florence, Kentucky 41022 | email: pastor@stpaulnky.org 

22 November 2019 

My dear parishioners, 

 Three weekends ago after all the masses, I spoke to the Parish about the financial situation in which we     
presently find ourselves. That announcement has caused conversation, concern and a multitude of conclusions.  With 
this letter, I hope to address some of the things I’ve heard. 

 First and foremost, there are NO plans to close the parish, the church or the school. We have financial issues. 
Our short-term issues are more acute at this time than in the past, because we have used our savings to address      
similar issues in the past and now there are no savings remaining. However, together we can prevail. Together we can 
successfully address our short and long term issues. Together we can secure our future. 

 I have heard some complain about the timing of the announcement. I admit that my own sense of urgency in 
this matter overtook me. I beg your forgiveness. To deliver the news contained in the announcement is never easy. 
There is never a good time to deliver such an announcement. I believed if I delayed making the announcement, we 
might not have enough time to respond. I also believed that to delay the announcement would have only moved it 
into the holiday season. That seemed worse to me. Again, there is never a good time for these things. Also again, I beg 
your forgiveness. 

 Some have said, so I have heard, that the bishop/diocese is not willing to help us. The bishop and I have           
spoken many times about this issue. He has been there with guidance and has also given the support of the               
Department of Finance as well as the Department of Education. Furthermore, contrary to what I have heard, the        
bishop/diocese DID NOT steal our DPAA rebate. It was used to cover a past due debt with the diocese. It was used to 
lower our current liabilities. 

 To navigate our short-term issues, requires a continued vigilance to curtail spending and a commitment to give 
as best as each of us are able. Your parish staff continues to economize and this has produced notable results. The   
parish also has responded to the plea given. We have received a number of donations. We are pulling together and 
making it happen. Thank you. Thank you for what you have done, will do and continue to do. Together, I know we can 
secure our future. 

 To address our longer-term issues, parish staff and parish committees are striving to layout the passage 
through the rough waters and into calmer seas. Reorganization, consolidation, and greater cooperation are all part of 
that course. The support of our major apostolate of the school will not be forgotten. Our children are the NOW of the 
parish. Their children are our future. We are committed to help them to become strong Catholics who, through a great 
education, are enabled to take their rightful place in society. All involved with the future planning are committed to 
maintain the quality and strength of our parish (church and school). Look for updates as developments occur in this 
future planning. 

 For now, let each of us do what we can. If we can volunteer, let us do so. If we can give more of our treasure, 
let us generously provide. Let us, together, support the various fundraisers. Let us all pray that God grants success to 
the work of our hands. Let us secure our present and our future. Thank you. 

 

Sincerely in Christ, 

 

 

 

Rev. Fr. Michael D. Barth 

Pastor, St. Paul Parish 
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New Year’s Mass Schedule 

Tuesday, December 31  

6:00 PM Mass  

Wednesday, January 1  

9:00 AM Mass  
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Three years ago, the National Catholic Education Association began Many Gifts, 
One Nation: A Day of Giving to Catholic Schools. It was patterned after the 
national “Giving Tuesday” held across the country in December each year.  However, 
it’s focus was to raise funds specifically for Catholic schools. In its first year, $800,000 
was raised and many schools benefited tremendously from the generosity of donors. 

During Catholic Schools Week, specifically January 28, 2020, Many Gifts, One 
Nation: A Day of Giving to Catholic Schools will be held again and St. Paul 
needs, and wants, to benefit tremendously from this day. This 24-hour campaign 
could be the financial boost we need to reduce our deficit.  

St. Paul, while a truly outstanding school, has faced enrollment decline and aging   
facilities the last few years.  Combine those 2 factors with the decline in Catholic faith 
participation across the nation, and you can get a sense of why we have a deficit. We 
have scaled back our expenses considerably, but we still need a big financial boost to 
put us in the black. 
 

We know that Catholic education is a huge sacrifice for every family and we are very 
grateful for how much you do already.  We don’t want to burden you with another 
fundraiser, but the reality is we need to eradicate our deficit in order to pursue other 
interests and projects. So, we are asking for you help. Please donate during the 

Many Gifts, One Nation: A Day of Giving to Catholic Schools campaign. 

The campaign will be run online and ANYONE can donate...grandparents, friends, 
aunts, uncles, alumni. No donation is too large or too small.  Donors may log into the 
platform and donate specifically to St. Paul. Any money donated will come directly to 
us. It doesn’t benefit any other group. 
 

We are aware that the day of giving is a month away. However, the more we talk 
about it now, the more likely the campaign will be a success for us. In the meantime, 
we are asking you to help spread the word about the campaign to alumni,                  
parishioners, and extended friends and family members.  As we move closer to the 
event, we will continue to release information and reminders. We will provide                
instructions on where to find the website and how to give online. If you have any 
questions, please feel free to contact me. 
 

Thank you for your generosity, 
 

Kemberly Markham, St. Paul Principal 

https://www.ncea.org/csw/manygifts
https://www.ncea.org/csw/manygifts
https://www.ncea.org/csw/manygifts
https://www.ncea.org/csw/manygifts
https://www.ncea.org/csw/manygifts
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Opinion Piece by Deacon Tom Kathman 
Let me take the time this morning to talk to you about what seems to be society’s changing relationship with God. 

When I was young, I remember going to church and seeing it packed with people for Mass. Mass was a constant                  
observance each week. Probably some of those people in attendance were there only for show and tell, not because they 
wanted to be. But, in those days, every Catholic child was Baptized, every Catholic couple looked for their wedding to be in 
the church and every Sunday you saw many parents with their children in church. In my youth, we had what was called          
Benediction services, usually on Sunday afternoons at church. This was in addition to morning church. The crowds at the       
Benediction services were just as large as the attendance at the Masses. The church, and our relationship with God, seemed 
to be active in our lives and, maybe, more important than it seems to be for some now. 

Has our world and society changed and could that be some of the reason for the change in our relationship with God? I think 
so. How have we changed?  I believe, below are some examples.  

Walter Williams, a national columnist, addressed this issue, in part, through an article. In his article, Williams said to pose the 
following questions to any one of the 50 million Americans who are 65 and older (I think we can go down to people in their 
late forties).  “In your youth, do you recall any discussions about the need to hire armed guards to protect students and 
teachers against school shootings?” “How many students were shot to death during the time you were in school?” For me, 
and those who are in their late 40s or older, a conversation about hiring armed guards and having police patrol hallways 
would have been seen as lunacy. There was no reason. 

What about today? Statistics available for 2010 in Baltimore report that 4 teachers and 1 staff member were assaulted on 
average every school day in their school system. In Philadelphia, 690 teachers were assaulted in 2010. And it has not 
changed, it continues. Ask any teacher. The family values we all grew up with simply do not exist in some schools and areas. 

Technology improvements: have they created some of the changes we have seen? Cell phones, with their wide variety of 
abilities beyond just talking to someone, computers with two-way international access for anyone to either communicate or 
be influenced, 24-hour television, music with a different standard of acceptable language that you and I grew up with, and 
the cinema with more R and R- movies. Hollywood doesn’t seem to produce a movie today unless it has at least an R rating 
for violence or sexual content. They argue that this just reflects life today.  

While I am not against any of these products, it seems that they have helped, along with other things, to turn some people 
into a different type of person. They seem to only have a relationship with God if it doesn’t interfere with something else 
they want to do. Today, some people’s relationship with God is based only on their terms. Heaven awaits us all, but not on 
our terms. Our religion teaches us how we should act towards others, how we should try our best to follow the teachings 
and examples that Jesus has provided us. We don’t pick and choose. 

Will that be difficult at times? In this current world and society, I would say very much, yes.  It requires a commitment to a 
lifestyle and belief.  

I don’t watch too much television because each channel tries to outdo the others with, what seems to be, more violence in 
order to attract the viewers. So, it gets down to what level of violence am I looking for. Or, maybe one of the channels where 
they curse the leadership of this country in language that, if we used when growing up, our mothers would have cleaned out 
our mouths with soap. They all claim to just reflect real life. I believe the effect is that they are creating the belief that life, 
with the violence and language used and broadcasted 24 hours a day, are the norm of life now. And, by doing that, they        
promote the impression that the value of life is not as great as it was. And, some people begin to believe it, and it begins to 
affect how they live and what they believe. More people today seem to be trying to create their own world through drugs. 
We have more suicides than ever before.  

It takes effort to live as a Catholic. There are two shows that I try to enjoy watching on television. They are on EWTN. The 
first is called “The Journey Home.” It traces the life history of someone who has come to the faith. The other is an older monk 
(I don’t remember his name) who just relates stories and things of life.  

Recently, this older monk told the story of being in a parish where a very old priest worked. On this particular day, the old 
priest was very sick, and had a difficult time completing the morning Mass. While returning to the priest house to rest and 
recover from his illness, he was stopped by someone who wanted to talk about some difficulties and problems he was having 
in his life. The monk said he told the priest that he would talk with the man and to continue on to bed. Or, the man could 
come back the next day to see him. The older priest said he would talk to the man and their conversation lasted 1-1/2 hours. 
When the man left, the monk asked the priest why he did that. The priest proceeded to tell him because the man asked to 
talk to him, it was his fulfilling his commitment to his faith. The priest then added, “did Jesus really feel like getting back up 
after he fell to the ground under the cross?”   

Our faith and our commitment require that we put forth the effort. Your soul will thank you for eternity.  
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St. Paul Families for Life By Marla Kelly 

pregnancy help centers, she drove 
off.  We pray that she seeks out the 
support and love she and all          
vulnerable mothers need to stay 
strong and give their babies 
life.  Later on in the campaign a lady 
passing by pointed to her younger 
son and said that he was alive        
because she saw people praying 
there during a past campaign.    
Sincerely, 
Mary Clark 
Cincinnati Campaign Leader  
Live Action News founder and 
President Lila Rose started Live  
Action when she was just 15 years 
old from her family’s living room. 
Since that time, Live Action has 
grown to become one of the             
leading national pro-life and human 
rights organizations in America, 
dedicated to ending abortion and 
inspiring a culture that respects and 
defends life.    
The human rights abuses of the 
abortion industry must end.  The 
preborn child is the most               
vulnerable member of the human 
family, yet the least protected.   
Under federal law, abortion is legal 
throughout pregnancy – right up 
until birth.  Facts from Live Action 
News: 
 Every 90 seconds a child is            

aborted by Planned Parenthood 
 Under Federal Law preborn          

children can be aborted up until 
birth 

 A preborn person’s life can be 
ended for any reason  

The Marian Blue Wave is a new 
national movement that calls           
Catholics across America to pray a 
weekly Rosary with the specific  
intentions of ending all clinical, 
chemical, medical and surgical 
abortion and shutting down every 
Planned Parenthood facility in the 
United States. American Life League 
is excited to embrace this latest 
project.  To find out more and to 
make your Rosary commitment, go 
to MarianBlueWave.com/rosary.   

 

 

 

 

 

At SHDHS, we are so proud of our students 
and faculty for their steadfast leadership,  
dedication to achieving excellence, and            
commitment to community service. 
 Mrs. Maureen Shea Kaiser was selected as 

the 2018-2019 Girls’ Volleyball Coach of the 
Year for the Kentucky High School Athletic 
Association. Kaiser has led St. Henry’s           
volleyball program for 28 years and also 
serves as the Assistant Athletic Director and 
Health Department Chair.  

 Four students were recently selected to 
showcase their work in the Thomas More 
University Juried Junior & Senior Art Show. 
Two of them received scholarships to TMU.  

 The JV Academic Team finished in 3rd place 
at the JV Challenge at Conner High School 
and several team members also won             
individual awards.  

 SHDHS placed first at the cybersecurity  
competition held during the 15th Annual 
Women in IT Conference in Cincinnati.   

 The SHDHS Competitive Cheer Squad 
earned their first ever bid to Nationals in 
Orlando.  

 At the KHSAA Cross Country State              
Championship, the Girls Team finished 8th, 
Boys finished 3rd, and St. Henry’s 1994 
Cross Country Team celebrated the 25th 
anniversary of their State Championship. 

 St. Henry's Spanish Honor Society (La           
Sociedad Honoraria Hispánica) inducted 17 
new members during its annual Induction 
Ceremony last month. 

 Three SHDHS students were recently               
appointed as Go Pantry Junior Board    
Members and Ambassadors. These students 
demonstrated a dedication to serving GO 
Pantry and will help educate the community 
on the unfortunate need kids have for food.  

Spirit Shop Hours: 

The new SHDHS Spirit Shop is open for         
business! Finish your Christmas shopping with 
some fresh Crusader gear. Store hours can be 
found at www.SHDHS.org/spirit-shop/. 
 
Upcoming events at SHDHS 
Creative Crusader Visual Art Competition: 
Submissions for the SHDHS Creative Crusader 
Visual Art Competition are due on December 
13. The competition is open to students in 
grades 5-8 and 8th graders have the chance to 
win a scholarship to SHDHS. Visit 
www.SHDHS.org for more information. 
Continue Reading on Page 7... 

2020 March for Life  
Many people from the NKY area 
will join others from across the 
country to participate in the March 
for Life, held on January 24, 2020 
in Washington D.C.  Please keep 
everyone in your prayer.  If you are 
interested in going, contact Peggy 
Piccola at 859-392-1500 or email 
ppiccola@covdio.org.  I am not 
sure there is availability on the 
diocese bus but she may be able to 
provide information.    
At this time, no information has 
been provided on activities within 
our diocese or at local parishes.  If 
this becomes available, it will be 
posted in the bulletin.  If you are 
not able to be in Washington D.C. 
on January 24, please consider 
taking time during the day to pray 
the rosary or attend Mass.    
40 Days for Life – Cincinnati 
The following is from the               
Cincinnati Campaign Leader: 
Dear St. Paul 40 Days for Life           
Participants: 
God bless you for taking part in 
this fall’s 40 Days for Life campaign 
in Cincinnati.  Whether this was 
your first campaign or you have 
persevered through many, your 
public prayer witness is so              
valuable.  Although we so often 
walk by faith in this endeavor,  
during this campaign God gave us 
visible proof that our presence in 
front of the abortion facility does 
change hearts.     
On the second day of our              
campaign, I received word that a 
baby was saved at our site! Praise 
God!  (You can see the account by 
going to 
www.40daysforlife.com and        
clicking on BLOG for Day 27,         
October 21.)  Before anyone          
present could give the young         
woman information about              
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NEW PARISHIONERS  
Ms. Marilyn Elfers 
 

DEATHS 
Mrs. Margaret 'Peg' Mallery (October 25) 
 
BAPTISMS 

Cullen Brenton Doepker 
 Son of Thomas and Heather Doepker 
Ava Grace Doepker 
 Daughter of Thomas and Heather              

Doepker 
Sophia Ivole Perez 
 Daughter of Anderson Perez and Yesika 

Martinez 
 
WEDDINGS 
Christine Hooker & Gabriel David Sudbeck 

    (October 26) 

St. Vincent de Paul News  
by Rose Clear & Sara McNay  

BLESSED ARE THE 
POOR… 

Shirley, age 61, is going 
through some desperate times 
right now.  She was left with a 
$15,000 debt for credit cards 
that she was unaware of until 
after her divorce.  That was her 
half of what was owed and so 
is now filing for bankruptcy 
which is costing her $1800 in 
legal fees.  She intends to         
borrow money from a friend to 
help pay this bill.  Her fixed  
disability income is $903 a 
month. 

Shirley had a stepson (40 years 
old) and his son (20 years old) 
living with her for a year with 
neither one working or            
contributing to the household.  
The stepson is now                       
incarcerated for many years 
and the grandson still lives with 
her.  Shirley says she was 
taught to help out family and 
so she spent money to feed the 
two of them instead of paying 
the Duke bill.  Shirley, a short, 
petite woman, who walks with 
a limp looked us straight in the 
eye the whole time we talked.  
She admits to putting on           
blinders and ignoring her           
financial situation. Then, it got 
so big she did not know what 
to do. 

When we saw Shirley, the          
electric at her apartment was 
already turned off and she was 
staying with a friend.  In             
addition, she defaulted on a 
payment plan from a previous 
apartment and owed $625 to 
Duke for that.  Now, she owes 
a deposit of $140 for her            
current apartment plus $342 
recent monthly charges and 
late fees, all totaling up to 
$1107.  Our SVdP Conference 

generously paid this debt for her 
(with a $300 contribution from 
CAC and $50 from United                  
Ministries) so Shirley could get her 
electric back on. 

Shirley does receive subsidized 
housing but no food stamps or 
other assistance.  She had been 
managing until her stepson moved 
in with his son. She was unaware 
of how to get other assistance 
since she had never before been in 
this situation.  She has begun to 
take the budgeting classes at 
Brighten Center and she was     
interested in hearing about Mary 
Rose Mission.  We explained to her 
that it is easier to get food                
assistance than to get money to 
pay for bills and gave her                  
information on the area food           
pantries. Shirley thinks she can 
manage her bills now since the 
Duke bill is back under control.  
She does own her car outright and 
keeps up the insurance since this is 
her life line to get around.   

After giving Shirley the news that 
her Duke bill would be taken care 
of, she was overcome with            
gratitude saying "Thank you is not 
enough to say for what you have 
done for me!"  We reminded her 
that it was a whole community 
that was supporting her in her 
time of need.   If any of our             
parishioners feel inclined to help 
us reimburse our treasury for this 
big hit, it would be very much           
appreciated!  We cannot continue 
to support our neighbors in need 
without your help. 

If anyone is well-off in worldly           
possessions and sees his brother or 
sister in need but closes his heart 
to him, how can the love of God be 
remaining in him?  Children, our 
love must be not just words or 
mere talk, but something active 
and genuine. — 1 John 3:17-18 

SVdP Treasurer Report  
for October 2019 

 84 calls serving 260 people and 209 hours of 
Vincentians’ time 

 Conference-funded Aid: $4,992  ($985 for rent, 
$2,353 for utilities, $1,028 Remke vouchers, 
$625 transportation) 

 In-Kind Goods:  $18,287  ($4,015 pantry food, 
$4,525 furniture vouchers, $1,190 clothing 
vouchers, $8,556 other) 

 Total Receipts/Income:  $955 

ST. HENRY DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL                      
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6... 

High School Placement Test: 
The High School Placement Test (HSPT) for 8th 
grade students will take place at St. Henry District 
High School on Saturday, December 14. The test 
starts promptly at 9:00 am and ends shortly after 
noon. We encourage families to register online by 
filling out the High School Placement Test               
Registration Form at www.SHDHS.org. 
Winter Thanks Concert: 

The Crusader Band and Cadet Band invite you to 
the Winter Thanks Concert, Sunday, December 15 
at 2:00 pm in the gymnasium. Admission is free. 
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To submit articles to The Link, please email your information to TheLink@stpaulnky.org. 

If you are unable to send via email, please drop off a copy at the Parish Office.   
The deadline to submit articles is the 3rd Monday of each month. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!   
June 12, 2020 
June 13, 2020 
June 14, 2020 

Plan on joining us for a  
fun-filled weekend with your 
parish family and friends! 
If you would like to help in 
any way, please email 
festival@stpaulnky.org. 


