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“God loves us...Share His love with everyone!” 

stpaulnky.org  St. Paul Church in Florence, KY                    January 2020 

Join us on Sunday, January 26, for an Open House 
from 11:00 A.M. until 2:30 P.M.! 

Come see why we love our school and get a glimpse of what our 
Panthers do! We’re not just cute faces. We practice our faith daily, 
involving students in Mass as well as leading spiritual retreats. 
We’re super smart with median assessment scores in reading, 
language arts, math, and science that are over 60% better than 
the Diocese of Covington median scores.  We also fare quite well 
in sports, such as basketball and archery. And, this year, 9 of our 
students won cash prizes in Boone County for their pumpkin  
carvings making our art program second to none! 

Santa Shop By Kemberly Markham, Principal  

We’d like to thank PTO for hosting Santa Shop!  The students 

were able to complete their Christmas shopping literally in their 

pajamas!  The school had a pajama day in conjunction with Santa 

Shop before Christmas break. Mrs. Rice, Mrs. Todd, Mrs.             

Deckert, and several others parents were on hand to help               

students be independent and “grown up,” helping them to select 

items for loved ones.  It was so much fun and the students really 

enjoyed their time! 

THE PSALMS OF MUSIC 

Starting January 
9th, the               
Jewish Roots of 
Christianity 
Class will be 
studying the five 
books in the Book of 
Psalms....DO come...RAnge 7PM 
to 8:30PM...Mi? Yes YOU!..FA 
away down in room PC 170… 
SO-lo or bring someone 
along...LA la la la practice 
makes perfect...Te, the letter is 
the sign of the cross ...which 
brings us back to...DO come!!! 

Giving Tree Thank You! 

Thank you to everyone for your 
support this year with the    
Giving Tree. We also appreciate 
the assistance 
we received 
with sorting and           
distributing the 
gifts.  
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By Melissa Tally 

 Thirteen years ago, my husband and I began discussing where we would send our children to school. 
Living in Boone County, we knew we had excellent options from which to choose. We both had great           
experiences growing up in our diocesan grade schools and high schools and we wanted to consider this for 
our children. With two young children and a third on the way, we knew a catholic school would actually be 
less expensive than daycare, so we could afford the tuition. We arranged a tour at Saint Paul School and our 
public elementary school. On a Tuesday, I met Mr. Maher, the principal of St. Paul School, for a tour. The 
building was old, as are most of the catholic school buildings in our area, so that did not concern me. What 
stuck with me was that it was very welcoming. The classrooms were filled with students and teachers that 
were engaged in learning. Mr. Maher reviewed some history of the school, class-size and some of their 
scores on testing, but all I could think about was that I felt comfortable being there. It reminded me of my 
grade school. After my meeting I went to my car, and, with tears in my eyes, I called my husband and said 
“This is where our children will be attending school. It feels like home." Thirteen years later, we are still here 
at St. Paul and so deeply engaged in this parish family. Our children have flourished here. The academics are 
one of the strongest in the diocese. The extra-curricular activities that they’ve had an opportunity to take 
part in have helped them to be well-rounded and confident. The faith based education and social emotional 
development has complemented what we teach in our home. Our older children have been well prepared 
for high school, with our oldest now preparing for college. We see them growing into wonderful young men 
and, while they are continuing to explore and grow in their own faith, we see them living their lives guided 
by Faith. 
 Recently, my husband and I attended an event and had a conversation with someone from a local 
parish. He began talking with us about the sacrifices of Catholic education and how grateful he was to his 
family for making this sacrifice for him and that he and his wife were able to do this for their children as well. 
He then, very sincerely, thanked us for making this sacrifice for our children. This allowed us to reflect on 
how thankful we are to our parents and grandparents for making this sacrifice for us and our families. Tom 
and I would not be the people we are today without this experience. We live lives of faith and stewardship 
both personally and professionally. We have been blessed to give this gift to our children and we will           
continue to support catholic education for our parish community and our children’s children. As we embark 
in the closing years of our time here at Saint Paul School, we will continue to support our St. Paul Parish and 
the mission of Catholic education.  

Scare Away the Snow Day 
Before Christmas break, the students did a little  
winter decorating. Our Student Council hosted 
Scare Away the Snow Day. All of us gathered in the 
gym to make snowflakes that were hung around the 
school hallways. Scare Away the Snow Day is a fun        
competition of sorts held each year. Anyone that 
DIDN’T want a snow day wore warm weather attire 
and anyone that DID want a snow day wore cold 
weather attire to school. Everyone then met in the 
gym and made one-of-a kind snowflakes with their 
retreat groups. It 
was a great way 
to celebrate our 
changing         
seasons! And, 
from the look of 
things, I think 
those that           
wanted a snow 
day won! 
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Please find the first quarter financial report following this letter. As a matter of transparency, the Finance 
Council and I have decided to share quarterly reports in THE LINK. The year-end report will be published not 
only in THE LINK, but also in the bulletin. 

 As you review the first quarter report, please keep in mind that a number of upfront expenditures for 
the year take place. As a matter of diocesan policy, the parish’s financial accounting is on an accrual basis 
and not a cash basis. Some of these expenditures are allocated monthly.  Other upfront expenses, such as     
workbooks for both school and religious education, are expensed in the month acquired.  This can make the 
quarterly reports seem odd. Among other things, these facts mean that one cannot just multiply by four the 
“bottom line” of the first quarter report to arrive at an estimated year end result.  

The parish staff, finance council and the school committee have been working diligently to address our      
financial issues.  Also, a new budget subcommittee consisting of finance council members, school committee 
members and other parishioners has been working on the 2020-2021 Parish Budget.  They have already 
been meeting and working persistently toward a balanced budget.  A stewardship committee is being 
formed to address the Time, Talent and Treasures of our parish family. 

Another committee has also been actively meeting…Support Our Future.  Marketing flyers for the school  
promotes the Parish as a whole.  These flyers are part of a yearlong marketing campaign featuring the 
Parish’s apostolate…St. Paul School.  The major fundraising event, Support our Future, is taking place during 
January.  Be sure to read about it in this LINK.   

Thank you to everyone for your attentiveness regarding our financial issues and for your increase in                 
donations and giving.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to ask.  Together we will secure our 
parish’s future. 
 
Sincerely in Christ, 

 

 

Rev. Fr. Michael D. Barth 

Pastor, St. Paul Parish 

School 
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USCCB – Walking with Moms in 
Need: A Year of Service.   
The USCCB is excited to share a new 
initiative with you, Walking with 
Moms in Need: A Year of Service, 
which will begin March 25, 2020 on the 
25th anniversary of Pope St. John Paul 
II’s landmark pro-life encyclical, The 
Gospel of Life.  
 
As part of this nationwide effort, 
monthly prayer intentions and          
reflections now through March, 2021 
will focus on the needs of pregnant 
and parenting moms of young          
children in parishes and                  
neighborhoods. Find more information 
and sign up for updates about this Year 
of Service on USCCB website. (http://
www.usccb.org/about/pro-life-
activities/walking-with-moms-in-
need.cfm) 
 
A Prayer for Pregnant Mothers 
O Blessed Mother, you received the 
good news of the incarnation of Christ, 
your Son, with faith and trust. Grant 
your protection to all pregnant       
mothers facing difficulties. Guide us as 
we strive to make our parish           
communities places of welcome and 
assistance for mothers in need. Help us 
become instruments of God’s love and 
compassion. Mary, Mother of the 
Church, graciously help us build a    
culture of life and a civilization of love, 
together with all people of good will, 
to the praise and glory of God, the  
Creator and lover of life. Amen. 
 
Major Victory – December 10, 
2019: Supreme Court leaves                 
Kentucky’s Ultrasound Law in place! 
The Ultrasound Bill ensures that       
women seeking to terminate their 
pregnancy be fully and well informed 
by requiring abortion providers to         
perform an ultrasound to confirm         
gestational age and confirm the            
presence of the baby's heartbeat.  
 
NKY March for Life is held in unity 
with the March for Life in DC. The 
march begins at IHM Church Burlington 
at 5:00PM. Following an opening   
prayer, the march will go to the       
Burlington Court House, about 1 mile. 
This is followed by a Holy Hour for Life 
at IHM at 7:00PM.  All are invited.    

St. Paul Families for Life By Marla Kelly 

NEW PARISHIONERS  
Michael & Jo Ann Riffle 
Sarah Campbell and Family 

Barbara Halter 
 
DEATHS 
David Halenkamp (November 25) 

Daniel Froelicher (November 27) 
David H. Smith (December 1) 
 
BAPTISMS 
Aaron Makai Graham 
 Son of Demetrius and Cheyanne 

Graham 
Arden Rose Somers 
 Daughter of Maxx and Larissa 

Somers 

2020 March for Life: Please keep in 
your prayers the many people            
traveling from NKY area and from across 
the country to participate in the March 
for Life, January 24, 2020 in Washington 
DC.  If you are interested in going,    
contact Peggy Piccola at 859-392-1500 
or ppiccola@covdio.org.    
 
Day of Prayer for the Legal           
Protection of Unborn Children: The 
General Instruction of the Roman Missal 
(GIRM), No. 373, designates January 22 
as a particular day of prayer and             
penance. The Church directs: 
  
In all the Dioceses of the United States 
of America, January 22 (or January 23, 
when January 22 falls on a Sunday) shall 
be observed as a particular day of        
prayer for the full restoration of the  
legal guarantee of the right to life and 
of penance for violations to the dignity 
of the human person committed 
through acts of abortion. 
 
As individuals, we are called to observe 
this day through the penitential           
practices of prayer, fasting and/or   
almsgiving.  In addition, the USCCB also 
sponsors an annual, nationwide novena 
called “9 Days for Life,” which                 
surrounds the liturgical observance of 
the Day of Prayer. Each day for nine 
days, a different intention is featured, 
accompanied by a short reflection,   
suggested actions, and related             
information as we pray for the respect 
and protection of every human life. In 
2020, the novena will take place          
Tuesday, January 21 – Wednesday, 
January 29. 
  
The Marian Blue Wave is a new           
national movement that calls Catholics 
across America to pray a weekly Rosary 
with the specific intentions of ending all 
clinical, chemical, medical and surgical            
abortion and shutting down every 
Planned Parenthood facility in the         
United States.    
American Life League is excited to    
embrace this latest project.  To find out 
more and to make your Rosary                
commitment, go to                           
MarianBlueWave.com/rosary.   

A BIG THANKS to the Young at Heart group 
for your donation to the SVdP pantry.  This 
year, instead of doing a gift exchange at 
their annual Christmas party, members 
brought in hygiene items and donated them 
to our conference's pantry.  These items 
were very much needed and we thank you 
for your generosity and for thinking of us 
with your donations.    

USCCB -9 Days for Life 2020 
Tues., Jan. 21 – Wed., Jan. 29 

To sign up, go to                 
www.9daysforlife.com 

Thank you to the 
Bereavement 

Committee for guiding us with the funeral 
process for our Father. Your kindness and 
support was a great help to us during this 
very difficult time. Thank you so very much 
for your generosity. There are simply no 
words to express our heartfelt thanks for the               
sympathy that was extended toward our 
family during this time of loss. The Mass was 
beautiful and the food provided was             
DELICIOUS!  Thank you again,                         
The family of Daniel Froelicher 

http://www.9daysforlife.com
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St. Vincent de Paul News  
by Rose Clear 

CRU View 
By: Victoria Samotis 

    

Community outreach is a crucial part of          
students’ lives here at SHDHS. In November, 
we wrapped up our annual food drive           
competition. Every 
year, we partner with 
Notre Dame Academy 
to collect food items 
for those in need. Our 
student council          
representatives did a 
great job organizing 
and planning this 
year’s drive. St. Henry 
brought in 10,598 
cans and Notre Dame 
collected 10,554, 
which were donated to multiple food              
pantries in Northern Kentucky. In December, 
the SHDHS community geared up for Elves on 
a Mission.  SHDHS Elves on a Mission began 
22 years ago to help those in need during the 
holiday season. This year, we worked with   
St. Vincent de Paul, Cristo Rey, and Family  
Promise to support 12 local families. We are 
so grateful to all of the students, faculty, 
SHDHS families and alumni that donated gifts 
this year.   

   If you’d like to learn more about SHDHS or 
if you’re interested in scheduling a visit, give 
us a call at 859-525-5855. We’d love to meet 
you! 
 
Upcoming Events 

Priority Registration for Incoming Freshman 

January 23, 2020 

6:00 – 8:00 pm 
 
Girls Basketball Grade School Night 

January 24, 2020 

4:30 pm Freshman | 6:00 pm JV | 7:30 pm 
Varsity 
 
Boys Basketball Grade School Night 

January 29, 2020 

6:00 pm JV | 7:30 pm Varsity 
 
CRU Bid & Bash  
(formally known as Renaissance Auction) 

February 22, 2020 

Summit Hills Country Club 
 
Visit www.SHDHS.org for more information. 

Matthew’s Gospel for The Epiphany 
tells us how the Magi followed the 
light and found the Savior of the 
world. The magi searched,              
encountered, worshiped Him and 
offered gifts.  The magi                   
demonstrated how Christianity must 
always show “faith in action.”  The 
pattern of our lives is that of the 
magi: seek, encounter, homage, self
-giving.  Worship is the light of our 
own selves shining throughout our 
weekdays, witnessing to our own 
encounters with the Light.  How 
does the “light of your own selves” 
shine throughout your weekdays? 

The St. Vincent de Paul members try 
to follow this example by seeking 
out the forgotten or the deprived to 
help make a difference in their lives.  
Rose and Marilyn made a visit to the 
home of Carrie who is a 56 year old 
grandmother raising her 2               
grandsons, ages 6 and 8.  She  has 
had custody of them since they 
were born.  We had visited with 
them 6 years ago when the boys 
were a toddler and an infant and we 
helped with food and clothing at 
that time. Carrie has managed since 
then without needing our                
assistance. Many times she had jobs 
at motels, allowing her to live there 
rent-free as she cared for the            
babies.   

Seven months ago, Carrie was able 
to get into an apartment.   She 
called us for help with her Duke bill 
to keep the electric turned on.  She 
is having a very difficult time right 
now with a torn rotator cuff,            
aggravated by her rheumatoid            
arthritis and preventing her from 
working at her full-time job. At this 
time, she has no income. Her 21 
year-old-daughter still lives at home 
with her and works full-time,            
helping her mother out as best she 
can.  Her entire income is going  
towards paying the bills for the 
household.  Carrie talked about how 
grateful she is for her daughter who 
sacrificed her free time as a                
teenager to help take care of her 2 
nephews so Carrie could work. 

While we sat in the next room meeting 
with Carrie, the adorable boys were 
saying grace before their dinner.  With 
Christmas time coming soon, Carrie said 
she hoped she could get a few things 
from the Dollar Tree so the boys would 
have something to open on Christmas 
morning.  She kept saying, “I know we’ll 
be alright.”  At that time, we were past 
the deadline for St. Paul’s Giving Tree.  
After we shared Carrie’s story with the 
Elmlinger’s, who manage the Giving 
Tree, they told us that, thanks to some 
monetary donations, the parish can 
certainly help this family with gifts for 
those 2 boys.  All was taken care of for 
their Christmas, including some            
donated lights and ornaments for a 
small tree someone had given them.  
SVdP also paid December’s electric bill 
for them.  Thanks to the generous          
parishioners who supported our food 
drive, we also provided a nice meal for 
their Christmas. 

A very rewarding Christmas for a family 
who will probably continue to struggle 
through their lives but have never lost 
their faith and their positive outlook.  
We feel as if we encountered the Light 
shining through our weekday when we 
were blessed to meet with this family 
on a cold rainy evening. 

Anyone interested in joining us on some 
of these home visits is more than          
welcome to come and get to know us 
and what we do.  Our meetings are 
once a month on the second Saturday 
at 9:00 AM in the Parish Center.  We 
hope you consider giving yourself the 
opportunity to encounter the Savior’s 
“Light!” 

SVdP Treasurer Report  
for November 2019 

 55 calls serving 151 people and 
244 hours of Vincentians’ time 

 Conference-funded Aid: 
$3,096  ($1,640 for rent, $1,350 
for utilities, $106 transportation) 

 In-Kind Goods:  $8,895  ($1,875 
pantry food, $1,265 furniture 
vouchers, $890 clothing vouchers, 
$4,865 other) 

  Total Receipts/Income:  $4,426 
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To submit articles to The Link, please email your information to TheLink@stpaulnky.org. 

If you are unable to send via email, please drop off a copy at the Parish Office.   
The deadline to submit articles is the 3rd Monday of each month. 

MARK YOUR 
CALENDARS!   
June 12, 2020 
June 13, 2020 
June 14, 2020 

Plan on joining us for a  
fun-filled weekend with 
your parish family and 
friends! 
If you would like to help 
in any way, please email 
festival@stpaulnky.org. 


