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“God loves us...Share His love with everyone!” 

stpaulnky.org  St. Paul Church in Florence, KY August 2020 

The St. Paul Festival Committee, along with Fr. Jason Bertke, met to discuss the           
realities of hosting a parish festival in August 2020. Due to COVID-19 and the                  
uncertainty of the coming months, the St. Paul Festival Committee determined that 
the best decision is to not host the 2020 festival as we know it. Instead, the                        
committee has developed a plan to host a virtual festival to allow us to generate            
financial support for the Parish and School while being mindful of the current                     
environment. 

  

More information on the Virtual St. Paul Festival on Page 2!  

  

We appreciate your support! 
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IT’S TIME TO REGISTER FOR RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES! 

Religious Education classes are on Wednesday nights from 7:00 p.m. to 8:15 p.m. Forms will be in the back 
of the church or online at https://stpaulnky.org/faith-formation/religious-education/.  

We are looking for volunteers to help with the program. If you are interested in volunteering or have            
questions about the Religious Education program, please contact Theresa Buchanan 
at TBuchanan@stpaulnky.org 

The Angel of Fatima by Father Jason Bertke, Pastor 

 Many of us are familiar with Fatima, where the Blessed Virgin Mary appeared to three 
shepherd children in 1917 over the course of several months.  But, many people overlook what 
happened to these three children in 1916.  While they were tending their flock, an angel appeared 
to them on three separate occasions.  On the first occasion, he taught them to pray, “My God, I 
believe, I adore, I hope, and I love You.  I ask pardon for those who do not believe, do not adore, do not hope, and do 
not love You.”  On the second occasion, the angel told the children to pray and make sacrifices for sinners – a message 
that Our Lady would reiterate the following year.  On the final visit, the angel appeared to the children and was holding 
a bleeding Eucharistic host over the chalice.  The angel knelt down and led the children in another prayer saying, “Most 
Holy Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, I adore You profoundly, and I offer You the Most Precious Body, Blood, Soul, 
and Divinity of Jesus Christ present in all the tabernacles of the world in reparation for the outrages, sacrileges, and 
indifferences by which He is offended.  And by the infinite merits of His most Sacred Heart and the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary, I beg the conversion of poor sinners.”  The angel gave the children Holy Communion saying, “Eat and drink the 
Body and Blood of Jesus Christ terribly outraged by the ingratitude of men.  Offer reparation for their sakes and console 
God.” 

 The message of the angel is one that we should take to heart today.  There is much hatred in our world.  Chaos 
is erupting in the streets.  There is even animosity towards the faith as churches have become targets for vandals.  The 
message of the angel is relevant for our times.  There are many people who do not believe, adore, hope, or love the 
Lord.  We are asked by the Angel of Fatima, as well as by the Blessed Virgin Mary, to make sacrifices for these poor  
sinners.  Our Lady told the children in Fatima that such sacrifices would lead to many conversions.  The mission that has 
been entrusted to us – not only as a parish but as Catholics – is the salvation of souls.  By doing penance for sinners, we 
are imitating the love of Christ.  I encourage all of you to make this a part of your lives. 

 In a similar line of thought, Bishop Athanasius Schneider of Kazakhstan is inviting Catholics to join him in a       
crusade of reparation for sins against Jesus in the Eucharist.  In his heartfelt call, Bishop Schneider refers to the                
message of the Angel of Fatima as well as to other saints in order to encourage all of us to show greater reverence to 
the Blessed Sacrament.  Sins against the Eucharist include unworthy reception of the sacrament (not being in a state of 
grace while receiving Communion), lack of belief in the Real Presence, lack of reverence, or even desecration.  It is very 
easy for us to approach the Eucharist without much forethought.  We can easily become distracted and lose sight of 
the wonderful gift that our Lord has given us.  A recent poll found that 69% of US Catholics do not believe in the Real 
Presence, and 37% who attend Mass weekly do not believe that Jesus is truly present in the Eucharist.  The Eucharist is 
the source and summit of our lives, but it is neglected by many Catholics.  Every Thursday we have a Holy Hour at         
St. Paul where we expose and adore the Blessed Sacrament.  In light of the invitation from Bishop Schneider, on the 
first Thursday of every month, our regularly scheduled Holy Hour will be made in reparation for sins against the           
Eucharist.  I invite you to join me as we adore Jesus Christ who is truly present in the Eucharist.  

https://stpaulnky.org/faith-formation/religious-education/
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By Joanne Nesmith, St. Paul School Principal 

 This phrase has many meanings to me as we spend the summer months 
preparing for the return to school. “Welcome Back” for me, personally, means 
returning to the school I grew up in to take on the role of Principal. In my first 
few days, walking the building with Steve Elmlinger, Facilities Manager and Ruby 

Hart, Maintenance Assistant, I immediately noticed the plaque hanging outside of the             
cafeteria. This plaque is in memory of my mom, who, years ago, had the vision to start a hot 
lunch program at St. Paul School. I also noticed my family’s name on the Benefactor Board in 
the Carlin Center, as well as many of the names of the families I grew up with at St. Paul.  To 
walk through the halls of St. Paul School and the Parish Center remind me of many fond            
childhood memories and I am excited to be back! 

 “Welcome Back” for our school community is something we have been looking forward to since the middle of 
March. The sudden shut down in our schools as a result of COVID-19 left many people wondering when we would get 
to return to school. There have been many meetings and much dialogue about the return to school. The recent release 
of the “COVID-19 Return to School Requirements,” provided by the Department of Catholic Schools, helps to define 
what school will look like for the upcoming school year. Temperature checks upon arrival to school, six foot distancing 
in common areas, all desks facing in one direction, the addition of masks to the school supply list and steps to assure a 
safe environment for all our students and staff will help us navigate the upcoming months of the school year.  

 The preparations for the return of school have brought with it an additional layer of planning. Thanks to the 
donations from Student Council and PTO, the school has installed five new water bottle filling stations. Thanks to a  
generous donation from one of our school families, we have purchased digital thermometers for every classroom, 
many hand sanitizer wall mounts and hand sanitizer refills. Using part of our CARES funding, the school has purchased a 
disinfectant misting machine that will help with the cleaning and sanitation process for the classrooms and common 
areas. With the balance of our CARES funding, we have purchased Chromebooks to help with the integration of         
technology during the regular school day. It is my goal to move our school in the direction of 1:1, placing a                  
Chromebook in the hands of every student. Having accessibility to technology every day will help all students become 
more familiar with the programs and tools available to them so that, in the event we do have to transition to “at home                
learning” again this year, the familiarity with the device will help make a smooth transition for all of our students and 
families. 

 “Welcome Back” to the new school year! I look forward to meeting all of our students and their families! 
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This month it will take 
place on  

Wednesday, August 12! 
Just mention the school or use the promo code 
(15stpaulb) online! There are four convenient                 
locations: Independence, Florence, Erlanger and Ft. 
Mitchell. See the flyer for all the details. When you 
think Papa John's, you think PIZZA, right? Of course 
they have amazing pizza, but they also offer Hoagies,         
Papadias (similar to a quesadilla stuffed with pizza  
toppings), wings, chicken poppers and dessert options, 
like their Cinnamon Pull Aparts! 
 
The PTO appreciates Papa John's generosity in offering 
this ONGOING fundraiser to our school!! We also               
appreciate our St. Paul Parish families for their support 
of St. Paul School by participating in our fundraisers!!  

 

 

 

 

 

SHDHS Welcomes New Principal, Assistant Principal, and Guidance Counselor 

St. Henry District High School started a new chapter in July following the retirement of Mr. David Otte, who served 
as principal of St. Henry for 30 years. The new leadership team of Mr. David Gish, principal, and Mr. Grant Brannen, 
assistant principal, hit the ground running to ensure SHDHS is ready to welcome students back on campus. 

 
Over the last 32 years, Gish has served as a teacher, athletic director, and assistant principal at SHDHS. He 
completed his Rank I in administration at Xavier University and earned both a master’s degree in               
education administration and bachelor’s degree in secondary business education at Northern Kentucky 
University. 
 

Brannen has taught in public and parochial education for the last 17 years. During this time, he has also 
worked as assistant athletic director, intermittently served as acting principal at Walton-Verona High 
School, and participated in a variety of committees. Brannen received a bachelor’s degree in secondary 
education from Northern Kentucky University, master’s degree in curriculum, instruction, and               
assessment from Walden University, and is also completing his Rank I in administration.  

 
SHDHS is also excited to welcome Mrs. Molly Roebker as Senior Guidance Counselor. Roebker has been 
working in college admissions and high school counseling for 25 years. For the past 15 years, she has  
devoted her time and talent to counseling high school students and their families at Saint Ursula               
Academy, St. Xavier High School, and Archbishop Moeller High School in Cincinnati, OH. 

Papa John's is generously donating 15% of sales on the          
SECOND Wednesday of each month!  
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St. Paul Families for 
Life By Marla Kelly 

There are trophies from 2016 and 
older that St. Paul School would like 
to give to team members or coaches. 
If you are interested in keeping one 
of the trophies or for more             
information, please contact Steve 
Elmlinger by phone (text or call) at         
859-866-0195 or email                        
selmlinger@stpaulnky.org. 

Ohio News – Cincinnati Right to Life 
announced the closing of the Founders 
abortion mill in Columbus. The mill, 
opened shortly after the infamous Roe 
decision, cannot find another physician 
who wants to take over the practice in 
light of the founder, Dr. Harley Blank, 
retiring after running into a number of 
legal issues. Thankfully, this is one              
abortion facility whose license won't be  
re-issued by the Ohio Department of 
Health anytime soon! 
 
40 Days for Life - The Fall Campaign is 
being held September 23 to November 1.   
Please keep an eye out for possible dates 
for St. Paul.  

Care Net – Can still use your                  
donations.  – The below article from 
USCCB Walking with Woman in Need, is 
about single mothers who need help and 
support as they raise their children.         
Anyone with children know the challenge 
that everyday life brings and as a single 
parent (mother or father) it is sometimes 
a little more of a struggle.  Care Net is 
there to help.  They had to cancel two 
major fundraisers due to COVID-19.  So, if 
you are able to help, please go to their 
website to donate: 
www.choselifenky.org.   
 
Walking with Woman in Need - Year of 
Service is an initiative developed by the 
USCCB for the year of 2020.  The            
following is a short reflection focusing on 
the needs of pregnant and parenting 
moms of young children from the USCCB 
Walking with Woman in Need.  You may 

know someone in our parish,                 
neighborhood or family that can use your 
support and prayers.  
 
Pray: Our Father, 3 Hail Marys, Glory Be 
 
Reflect:  While we often think of             
pregnancy as culminating in the birth of 
child, we know that the journey is only 
just beginning. While motherhood brings 
with it many joys and blessings, it also 
involves challenges and difficulties. In  
raising their children and dedicating  
themselves to their families, mothers  
participate in a type of “daily heroism,” 
one for which they “do not always find 
support in the world around 
them” (EV 86). Providing and caring for 
children as a single mother includes         
additional hardships. Sadly, today, one in 
four children are being raised without a 
father. Certainly, there are many reasons 

this might occur in any given                        
circumstance. However, it is also true 
that in a culture that largely rejects the 
Church’s teachings on marriage, life, 
and sexuality, women and their children 
are often disproportionately impacted. 
It was Pope Paul VI in Humanae         
vitae who warned that, “a man who 
grows accustomed to the use of           
contraceptive methods may forget the 
reverence due to a woman… no longer 
considering her as his partner whom he 
should surround with care and          
affection” (HV 17). In the midst of this 
reality, the Church is called to be a       
beacon of light, hope, and support. May 
we respond to this call, individually and 
communally, to surround mothers with 
assistance and support as they          
lovingly care for their children. 
Act:  
 Saints Anne and Joachim—whose 
feast is celebrated on July 26—were the      
parents of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  
Parents often seek the intercession of 
these married saints as they raise their 
own children. Offer a prayer asking 
Saints Anne and Joachim to pray for this 
month’s intention. 

 Fast from television, social media,        
music, or electronics altogether for one 
day. Ask the Lord to use the quiet and 
stillness to bring you more closely to 
Him. 

 Offer some other sacrifice or prayer that 
you feel called to do for this month’s 
intention. 

 
One Step Further - Learn more about 
Saints Anne and Joachim, models for         
parents and for marriage. Or go to     
https://www.praymorenovenas.com/. 
(This site has a number of novenas, one 
for St. Anne.) 
 
See more at the Walking with Moms site: https://
www.walkingwithmoms.com/. [Reprinted / Excerpt-
ed] with permission. Copyright © 2020, United 
States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, 
D.C. All rights reserved. 
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questioned that and started making 
some phone calls.  The apartment 
manager told us they had the right 
to add those fees and that we 
needed to talk with their regional 
headquarters, located in California.  
That representative told us the 
same story.  Our NKY Council           
President gave us information on 
the CARES Act which states: “Under 
the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and 
Economic Security Act (CARES Act), 
passed on March 27, 2020,              
landlords may not evict tenants of 
public housing or tenants who            
receive Section 8 benefits for       
non-payment of rent for a period of 
120 days from March 27, 2020. 
These landlords are also not              
permitted to charge any fees or 
penalties for late payment of rent.” 

With our persistence, and working 
with the apt mgmt., we were able 
to get all of Patricia’s fees and       
penalties removed.  We also 
attained assistance from                
Community Action Commission to 
pay for one month’s rent and we, 
at St. Paul’s SVDP, paid for 1 
month’s rent – the amount due 
after her HUD assistance. As we 
prayed in the parking lot with her, 
she promised to call back after her 
upcoming hospitalization to give an 
update on her health.  She did call 
us back to give the positive report 
on her progress.  She said she could 
tell how concerned we were for her 
by the extra effort put into helping 
her.  Patricia is so grateful and feels 
like she’s been given a second 
chance in life, health wise and            
financially. 

We do believe the Holy Spirit and 
St. Vincent de Paul were guiding us 
along in this encounter to get to 
the root of this situation and to find 
the resources to solve the issues in 
a positive way. 

SVdP Treasurer Report for 
 June 2020 

 33 calls serving 67 people and 71 hours 
of Vincentians’ time 

 Conference-funded Aid: $4,609 ($2,735 
for rent, $785 for utility, food $268,          
temporary lodging $246, repairs $575) 

 In-Kind Goods:  $1,995 ($790 pantry 
food, $675 furniture vouchers,                   
$430 clothing vouchers, $100 other) 

    Total Receipts/Income:  $6,410 

St. Vincent de Paul News  
By Rose Clear 

In the Gospel for  
the Feast of the 
Assumption, we 
read: “This is my 
beloved Son…Listen 
to him.”  “Prayer is 
one of the                   
privileged ways of listening. But it 
must always be validated by life. 
One who listens to ‘what God is 
telling me’ in prayer, but pays little 
heed to what others are saying in 
daily life is surely suspect. Prayer 
must be in continual contact with 
people and events, since God 
speaks not only in the silence of 
our hearts, but also (and often first 
of all) in the people around us. It is 
only when what is heard is           
pondered, that its full meaning is 
revealed.  Listening includes          
seeing, hearing, sensing, feeling, 
and perceiving. Indeed,                 
attentiveness is one of the most 
important signs of respect for            
others. It is indispensable                  
foundation of Vincentian                
spirituality.” (Maloney, He Hears 
the Cry of the Poor)  

Often in our encounters with our 
neighbors calling for assistance 
from St. Vincent de Paul, we have 
to step back and assess what the 
real issues are versus what they 
called in for.  We recently had a 
request for rent assistance from a 
disabled woman who has been off 
work during this pandemic time, 
mainly because of a pulmonary 
embolism requiring hospitalization 
and some surgeries.  Patricia told 
us the apartment management 
had been tacking on several late 
fees and penalties, making the 
amount due way out of her range 
of ever getting caught up.  She 
thought she was paying April and 
May’s rent only to find out that 
the money went towards the             
penalties and late fees. We       

NEW PARISHIONERS  
Mr. & Mrs. Phu Ngu and Family 
 
DEATHS 
Matthew Robert Mangine Jr.  (June 16) 
John R. Satek    (July 3) 
Jack Sullender Jr.   (July 7) 
 
BAPTISMS 
Evelyn Jane Camm 
 Daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Douglas 

Camm  
Lainey Ann Wuestefeld 
 Daughter Mr. & Mrs. Michael 

Wuestefeld  

Carter Tuan Le 
 Son of Mr. & Mrs. Vy Le  
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To submit articles to The Link, please email your information to TheLink@stpaulnky.org. 

If you are unable to send via email, please drop off a copy at the Parish Office.   
The deadline to submit articles is the 3rd Monday of each month. 

August 15 


