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“God loves us...Share His love with everyone!” 

stpaulnky.org  St. Paul Church in Florence, KY September 2020 

By Joanne Nesmith, Principal  

   The week of August 17th we welcomed back one             

hundred and ninety-five students in grades Kindergarten 

through Eighth and forty-five students in our preschool 

program.  

   The opening of the 2020-21 school year looked a          

little different this year. Parents were not able to come in 

to the building to walk their children to their classroom or 

drop off school supplies, all students and staff have to be 

temperature checked as they enter the building, students 

and staff have to wear masks at designated times through 

the school day, classroom desks are spaced far apart, 

students have assigned seating for the cafeteria and each 

grade level has a designated basket of recess equipment 

and a designated area of the playground to report to      

during recess time.  

   The first week of school went remarkably well, all 

COVID-19 procedures were followed and there was a 

positive energy in the building.  
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How does the old saying go? When God gives you lemons,  

turn them into . . . fish sandwiches?!   

One of the many community events cancelled due to Covid-19 was the St. Paul Boosters Fish Fry.  When we 
were abruptly cancelled in March, the Boosters quickly donated the food we had prepared that week to 
Mary Rose Mission.  We sent ready made pizzas, homemade pies, cole slaw, chips and salsa and all of our 
perishable food items to Mary Rose so they could be put to good use. 

Optimistically, we held onto our frozen food items in the hopes that we could have a few late summer fish 
frys. When we realized that would not be possible, the Boosters came up with a plan to recoup some of our 
losses and support some local charities at the same time. With the help of our fantastic Panther family, we 
held an online inventory sale. 

Online patrons were given the opportunity to purchase our left over inventory items for their own             
households, or to purchase it for donation to a local charity.  In less than a week, we were able to sell off our 
entire remaining inventory, support three local charities and make a little money for the Boosters—thanks to 
our always generous St. Paul Community. 

Patrons purchased $600 worth of food that they then allowed us to donate to the Parish Kitchen, Mary Rose 
Mission and Hosea House.  Thanks to the generosity of our parishioners, we were able to donate over                  
50 bulk food items to the three charities to support their 
efforts to feed the hungry in our area.  The food donated 
was enough to provide approximately 300 meals! 

We have one last fish fry item to take care of – our Wheel 
Barrel of Bourbon Raffle!  Ticket sales will resume online and 
we will draw the winner on October 17, 2020 at 6:00 PM. 
Watch for the online ticket sales link on the parish website.  
Tickets are $10 each and the winner receives 17 bottles of 
various bourbon, whiskey and scotch selections.  Check the 
website for the full listing. 

Thanks again to all of our wonderful parishioners for               
supporting the Boosters! 

Barrels not included in raffle 
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Papa John's is generously donating 15% of sales on the          
SECOND Wednesday of each month!  

This month it will take place on  

Wednesday, September 9! 
Just mention the school or use the promo code (15stpaulb) online! There are four convenient locations:     
Independence, Florence, Erlanger and Ft. Mitchell. See the flyer for all the details. When you think Papa 
John's, you think PIZZA, right? Of course they have amazing pizza, but they also offer Hoagies, Papadias 
(similar to a quesadilla stuffed with pizza toppings), wings, chicken poppers and dessert options, like their 
Cinnamon Pull Aparts! 
 
The PTO appreciates Papa John's generosity in offering this ONGOING fundraiser to our school!! We also               
appreciate our St. Paul Parish families for their support of St. Paul School by participating in our fundraisers!!  
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St. Paul Parish 2019-2020 Year End Financial Report 

Our Parishioners of St. Paul Parish, 

   During the 2019-2020 fiscal year, St. Paul Parish faced three major challenges: cash flow, budget issues and, of 
course, COVID-19.  St. Paul Parish parishioners rose above these challenges through their generosity of time, 
treasure, talent, and prayer. 

   Mid-November 2019, the alarm was sounded regarding the parish’s cash flow issue and the large projected 
deficit for the year ending June 30, 2020.  The parish’s largest expense is also one of the missions of the parish…
Education.  Over the past twenty years, the parish went from supplementing the school at $150,000, with                 
St. Timothy as our partner, to over $300,000, without a second parish.  At the same time, collections remained 
stagnant.   

   The response from the parish was breathtaking.  School staff and school families organized a Day of Giving for 
Catholic Schools Week in January 2020 that was expanded to include the Secure Our Future Campaign (SOF).  
Between mid-November 2019 to early February 2020, the parish (both parishioners and school families) raised 
$180,641.  These funds ensured that the parish payroll and bills were paid on time.  It helped to ensure the     
continuation of the parish’s mission.  The Boosters and PTO continue to step up and provide both financial      
support and much needed items/repairs.  As a result, the parish was able to get back on track and shore up the 
reserves depleted by both past and current deficits as well as repay the internal loan taken against the                  
scholarship account. 

   While the SOF campaign was taking place, a budget task force was formed with the mandate to balance the 
2020-2021 budget.  The task force consisted of the finance committee members, Fr. Trinity Knight, former             
Principal Kemberly Markham, Ms. Tara Kelly, Gayle Helmer, Brad Arthur, and Mike Deckert.  Many meetings were 
held, including one on New Year’s Eve, and a plan was put into place to tighten the budget.  Thanks to the hard 
work of these talented people, and despite COVID-19’s threat to derail these plans, St. Paul Parish has a balanced 
budget. 

   COVID-19 brought unique challenges for the parish including the shutdown of Masses and non-traditional             
instruction for students.  On the financial side, the concern was again cash flow.  Ensuring payment of parish   
obligations, including payroll, was a priority.  Again, parish members stepped up.  Contributions were mailed in.  
Contributions through WeShare, the parish’s online giving platform, more than doubled the number of families 
using it for their weekly offertory.  Thank you.   

   The Diocese of Covington applied for the CARES Act Paycheck Protection Program.  St. Paul received a total of 
$256,448 for May and June 2020 payrolls.  The preschool also received assistance through the CARE Act from the 
State in the amount of $20,250.   

   COVID-19 expenses by June 30, 2020 totaled $2,309.  What’s not apparent in this amount is the response from 
the community. Donations were made to assist the parish in reopening both the Church and the School after the 
shutdown.  The Boosters and PTO donated water bottle filling stations for the water fountains.  They also              
supplied additional student Chromebooks.  A vendor provided hand sanitizing stations and supplies.  Donors 
stepped up to cover other expenses related to COVID-19. 

   This report shows a net loss of ($71,658) before SOF, the PPP Loan Forgiveness and the Preschool State Grant.  
The original projected budget deficit was ($205,828).  Increased offertory collections and tightening of expenses, 
including payroll, helped to reduce the deficit.   

   The current fiscal year will see a continued tightening of expenses and monitoring of cash flow.  The 2020-2021 
budget, though balanced, depends on meeting the parish’s DPAA goal plus $50,000.  We have also added the 
SOF/Day of Giving into the budget; the goal is $60,000. The net income after extraordinary income of $385,681 
will be used to manage the cash flow for 2020-2021 and continue to ensure during the uncertainty of COVID-19 
that the parish can meet its obligations. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Finance Committee:  Deborah Bolte Collins, Jeff Koenig, Sal Santoro, Melanie Smart, Melissa Tally 
Judine M. Hooker, Business Manager 
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Please keep an eye out in the bulletin 
for possible dates for St. Paul.   
You provided a voice that helped 
Alice choose life! 
Alice* was pregnant and that was ok. 
She wanted to carry her baby to term. 
She knew that some women in her 
position would choose abortion, but 
that didn’t seem necessary to her. She 
had a stable source of income and she 
believed she could make this                
unplanned pregnancy work.  
And then the pandemic happened.  
What had started out as a news story 
from the opposite side of the world, 
became a reality in her own city. As 
her state began shutting down         
non-essential businesses, Alice’s      
financial prospects became uncertain. 
New doubts crept into her heart.  
“Can I really afford this baby?”  “Is it 
wise to be pregnant during a              
pandemic?”  
As her fears grew, Alice became           
desperate to find out if it was “too 
late” for an abortion. She was already 
well into her second trimester. If she 
went into labor now, her baby could 
survive with medical assistance. She 
went online to find out.  
Thanks to your generous support,   
Alice found the phone number for 
Care Net’s national hotline Pregnancy 

St. Paul Families for Life By Marla Kelly 

Decision Line. Because of you, a coach 
was ready and waiting for her call.  

The first thing Alice asked was, 
“Am I too late to get an                    
abortion?” While her baby had 
reached the point of viability,  
Alice could still undergo a tragic 
late-term abortion.  
As the coach compassionately          
answered her questions and           
truthfully shared the risks of           
abortion, it became clear that 
Alice never really wanted an  
abortion. Her first plan had been 
to carry her baby to term, but the 
fear and isolation of the                  
coronavirus pandemic had driven 
her to consider a choice that had 
been unthinkable before.  
As Alice spoke with her coach, a 
peace came over her. She realized 
that she could keep this baby. Her 
fears rising from the effects of the             
pandemic didn’t mean that her 
baby had to die.  

Because of you, Alice recommitted to 
her choice for life!  
Abortion thrives in isolation and fear. 
Thanks to the coronavirus pandemic, 
millions of women and men are at risk 
of experiencing the same crisis as   
Alice. When they see that positive 
pregnancy test, they will need the 
calm, professional, and compassionate 
voice of a Pro Abundant Life coach to 
empower them to choose life for their 
unborn babies.    
Already, Planned Parenthood has said 
their abortion demand is increasing. 
Because of you, Pregnancy Decision 
Line, our network of affiliated              
pregnancy centers, and our church            
partners are able to reach these       
parents in the nick of time to save 
their children.  
Thank you for ensuring that this           
pandemic doesn’t shut down our        
hotline. Thank you for making hope 
possible for Alice and all those like 
her.   
*name changed 
Posted by Care Net in their August 2020 Caring 
Together publication  
Pregnancy Decision Line:877-791-5475 or  
pregnancydecisionline.org  
Reminders: 

 October is Right to Life Month 
 Sunday, October 4 is Right to Life 

Sunday 

Thank you to M&M Kroth 
Construction and Boone 
Ready Mix for rear Schneider 
Building sidewalk repair and 
dumpster wall repairs.  
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hospital.  She asked for help with 
that ambulance bill since any extra 
money they had went towards her 
medical bills.  We did pay that for 
her.  Then, we heard from a single 
dad, raising his two sons, 7 & 6 
years old, who was laid off from 
his job at the airport due to           
COVID-19.  He was really struggling 
with his rent and we were able to 
help some with that.  Many calls 
are received asking for food and 
clothing assistance and we               
certainly address those needs. 

The purpose of all the help we  
provide to others, with your           
generosity, is to share the love of 
Jesus. Often times, we have to be 
forgiving of the poor decisions that 
have been made and not be           
judgmental.  We are all human 
and, thus, have the possibility of 
finding ourselves in need someday; 
praying that someone will show us 
the same kindness. 

Here is a thank you note received 
from a neighbor we visited: 
 

I'd just like to say Thank you and 
your Committee for the much         
appreciated help that me and my 
family received. I've found                   
employment at iHerb in Hebron 
and really think this job will               
potentially put us back on track in 
life despite the pandemic that is 
affecting the whole world. It’s         
organizations like yours that give 
hope and support to ppl in need. 
God will surely bless you all and if I 
can help in any way please feel 
free to contact me. If I'm available, 
please let me know what I can do 
to give back. Pay it forward in            
other words!!!  Have a blessed day. 

Sincerely,   

“Your Neighbor” and our family!!!   

SVdP Treasurer Report for 
 July 2020 

 44 calls serving 101 people and 113 
hours of Vincentians’ time 

 Conference-funded Aid: $4,391  ($2,080 
for rent, $1,658 for utilities, food $260, 
temporary lodging $161, medical $232) 

 In-Kind Goods:  $1,830 ($825 pantry 
food, $530 furniture vouchers,                 
$410 clothing vouchers, $65 other) 

 Total Receipts/Income:  $2,106 

St. Vincent de Paul News  
By Rose Clear 

The Twenty-Fourth Sunday in           
Ordinary Time is all about                   
forgiveness. Forgiving another - 
not focusing on our hurt or the 
other’s transgression but on the 
lovableness of the other - is so 
difficult! The challenge of this  
gospel is to forget how others 
have behaved toward us and look 
to God’s way of loving and         
forgiving us.  Our focus must be 
on God. Without God’s example, 
we probably couldn’t forgive very 
well.  We must forget about           
ourselves in order to reach out to 
others.   

These words are especially true 
for Vincentians working with our 
neighbors in need.  It is often  
difficult to reach a balance              
between forgiving poor decisions 
of the needy and still being good 
stewards of the gifts given us by 
our parishioners.  We always keep 
your generosity in mind when  
deciding who and how much to 
help someone, knowing that you 
have trusted us to make wise   
decisions.  Our decisions are            
never single minded and are        
discussed between several          
Vincentians for consensus before 
offering financial assistance.  One 
rule of the Society of St. Vincent 
de Paul is that “no request is           
foreign to the Society,” so we will 
address any call we receive. 

We see quite a variety of           
neighbors, like the single mom 
with a 7-year-old son, whose ex is 
in prison for abuse.  She needed 
assistance with her utility bill, 
which we did pay.  There was a 
woman and her husband in their 
mid-60s, who have lived frugally 
in their home for 30 years on their 
SSD income.  She collapsed while 
at a meeting and they called an 
ambulance to get her to the     

NEW PARISHIONERS  
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Koplyay 
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Bogenschutz 
 
DEATHS 
Gary Gray  (July 22) 
 
BAPTISMS 
Beau Robert Grayson 
 Son of Mr. & Mrs. Aaron Grayson 

Monday, September 7 

The Parish Office will be closed            

Monday, September 7. For an               

emergency, please call the office at 

859-371-8051 and follow the prompts.  
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To submit articles to The Link, please email your information to TheLink@stpaulnky.org. 

If you are unable to send via email, please drop off a copy at the Parish Office.   
The deadline to submit articles is the 3rd Monday of each month. 


