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“God loves us...Share His love with everyone!” 

stpaulnky.org  St. Paul Church in Florence, KY October 2020 

DPAA Update 

Thank you to all who 
have contributed to this 
year’s DPAA!  Our     
pledges have surpassed 
our diocesan goal. This is 
a big accomplishment, 
and we are incredibly 
grateful for your            
generosity.  We have not 
yet reached our parish 
goal of $133,600. All          
money collected over 
the diocesan goal will 
come back to the parish 
in full.  If you have not 
yet given to the DPAA, 
please prayerfully            
consider doing so.  Your 
donations will help us to 
continue our mission of 
preaching the Gospel for 
the salvation of souls.  
Please pray for our        
success and be assured 
of our gratitude! 

- Fr. Jason Bertke 

Technology Time! By Joanne Nesmith, Principal  
    As we make our way into October, our                  
students have been utilizing Chromebooks for 
instruction. Teachers have been introducing our 
younger students to the process of logging on to 
the computer and working on some elementary 
level applications. Our students in third through 
eighth grades have been using Google                  
Classroom for some parts of their instruction 
each week. Currently our sixth, seventh and 
eighth graders are one to one with                   
Chromebooks as they have been in years past. 
The introductory lessons and exposure to the Chromebook applications for 
our Kindergarten through fifth grade students are in preparation of our one to 
one initiative for all students.  

    Using our CARES funding and the generous contributions of PTO, Boosters 
and private donors, we were able to purchase Chromebooks to supplement 
our current inventory to reach our goal of providing a Chromebook for all of 
our students. In addition to using the Chromebooks for classroom instruction 
and for MAP testing throughout the school year, the Chromebooks will be 
available to students if there is ever a time period that we have to transition 
to at home learning. While the order for Chromebooks was placed in July, the 

demand for technology for many 
schools across the nation has put our 
anticipated arrival date for these             
devices to late October. Until they 
arrive, our Kindergarten through fifth 
grade classes are sharing our current 
Chromebook resources,                        
implementing proper cleaning             
techniques between each classroom 
use. Special thanks to the PTO,   
Boosters and our private donors for 
helping us reach our goal of providing 
a Chromebook to all of our students! 
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Papa John's is generously donating 
15% of sales on the SECOND               
Wednesday of each month!  

This month it will take place on  

Wednesday, October 14! 
Just mention the school or use the promo code 
(15stpaulb) online! There are four convenient locations: 
Independence, Florence, Erlanger and Ft. Mitchell. See 
the flyer for all the details. When you think Papa John's, 
you think PIZZA, right? Of course they have amazing            
pizza, but they also offer Hoagies, Papadias (similar to a 
quesadilla stuffed with pizza toppings), wings, chicken 
poppers and dessert options, like their Cinnamon Pull 
Aparts! 
 
The PTO appreciates Papa John's generosity in offering 
this ONGOING fundraiser to our school!! We also                    
appreciate our St. Paul Parish families for their support 
of St. Paul School by participating in our fundraisers!!  

SVdP 13th Annual Turkeyfoot Trot 

5k Run/Walk and Scavenger Hunt Challenge –                
We are going VIRTUAL this year! 

   Calling all Walkers, Runners, High School & College track teams and all 
who like to put a little fun in their routine while supporting SVdP NKY 
and St. Paul SVdP Conference.   

    St. Vincent de Paul - Northern Kentucky will host the 13th Annual Turkeyfoot Trot 5k Run/Walk with a fun twist. With 
today’s uncertainty, we feel that a gathering of 500+ runners and walkers would not be in the best interest of those 
participating and volunteering, but we are not going to let that stop us from hosting a fun and engaging community 
event! This year’s 5K Run/Walk event will include a scavenger hunt challenge for participants with multiple                    
opportunities to win prizes! The 5k event will take place over ten days from Thursday, November 12 through Sunday, 
November 22. Participants are encouraged to hunt for our key sponsors and earn entries into the drawing for prizes.  
Participants earn entries by taking pictures with the Turkeyfoot Trot sign that will be placed on the property of                
sponsors and tagging us on social media. The more places a participant finds and tags, the more chances they have to 
win prizes! 

    Every participant who registers by November 1st will receive a “special edition” t-shirt! The first 100 participants to 
register will receive a special gift. Your participation can earn money for St. Paul’s SVdP Conference. Just select us from 
the drop down of conferences when registering. Go to the following site to register and find out more information.  
https://runsignup.com/Race/KY/CrestviewHills/TurkeyfootTrot 

    Parish businesses, will you consider being a sponsor and help St. Paul’s Conference receive extra money? When you 
sign up to be a sponsor, write us in as your conference – that’s all it takes.  All proceeds from the race benefit St.            
Vincent de Paul Northern Kentucky and St. Paul Conference and help us provide our neighbors with needed food, rent/
utility assistance, clothing, household furnishings and more. Your donation is tax deductible and will have a major         
impact on the success of the event. Thanks for your consideration. If you have questions or would like additional            
information, please contact Lou Settle, Advancement Director at the Society of St. Vincent de Paul Northern Kentucky, 
at 859-446-7727 or email lou.settle@svdpnky.org.  Go to svdpnky.org to sign up and get more information on                         
sponsorship.   
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COMMUNION TO SICK AND HOMEBOUND 

Bishop Foys is once again allowing Communion calls to the sick 
and homebound. But, for the 
time being, he is only allowing 
priests and deacons to make 
these visits. If you know someone 
who is homebound and would 
like to receive Communion, 
please contact the Parish Office at 
859-371-8051 to schedule a visit.   

Exposition/Blessed         
Sacrament will be 
open to the public on 
Friday, November 6 
from 9:15AM—12PM 
in the Church. All             
safety protocols must 
be followed.  

By Joanne Nesmith, Principal 

It is simply amazing! We started the school year on Monday, August 17 with in person instruction every day 
and we are still in business of seeing kids each day! There was a lot of planning and a lot of adjustments 
made to get the kids back in the building, but the collective effort of our staff, our students and our families 
is keeping our school year moving ahead in a positive direction! 

Speaking of “positive,” we have had some positive things to celebrate this school year. 
The whole school community was treated to a “Back to School” Kona Ice treat from our 

hard working PTO. Fr. Jason and Gemma even took part 
in the fun! We also had a “Festival Celebration Day” to 
celebrate the school community exceeding the goal of 
selling 500 Grand Prize Raffle Tickets for the Parish           
Festival. The students were treated to an out of uniform 
day, extra recess, a small ice cream cup at lunch and a 
bag of candy to take home. In addition, 
thanks to a donation from Meijer, we were 
also able to give away four $100 gift cards 
at the end of the school day. One of our 

third graders summed it up best when he said, “This has been the best 
day ever!” 

As you may have read in the Messenger, we have had three students test            
positive for COVID. In our first week of school, we had one student test                
positive and that grade level transitioned to at-home learning for six 
school days. In our second week of school, we had two additional                  
students test positive, both in the same grade, and that grade level           
transitioned to at-home learning for seven school days. In each case, the 
date of last exposure to the student who tested positive determined the 
number of days the class was quarantined for at-home learning. In both cases, the students and their families 
were very understanding and worked with the teacher to make the most of the at-home learning. 

Much appreciation to all of our families for their cautious approach to this school year and for keeping their 
children home, as needed, for the health and safety of our students and staff. It has been a team effort in 
keeping our school open and I am so proud of the efforts of ALL our stakeholders to keep our students in the 
building. 
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The Festival Committee would like to thank everyone for the love and support we received for the Saint Paul 
Parish 2020 Virtual Festival. The tickets sold online, through the church collection basket and in person were 
phenomenal. Each of you played a very special part in the success of our festival and we are pleased to           
announce that our total profit was $37,024.21.  We would also like to extend a sincere thanks to our             
generous 2020 sponsors.   

We hope to see everyone in 2021, 

The Festival Committee 

2020 FESTIVAL SPONSORS 
Boone Ready Mix, Inc. 

Riegler Blacktop 
A&A Lawn Care 

Meijer 
Art’s Rental 

Helmer Sommers Law, PLLC 
Heritage Bank 

Koester Chiropractic Center 
Kona Ice 

Stith Funeral Home 
Bob’s Service Center and Sales 

Deb Bolte Collins, PLLC 
Commonwealth Bank and Trust 

Florence Hardware 
Florence Veterinary Hospital 

Linnemann Funeral Home 
Liquor City 

Ryan Muffler Center 
Tri-City Insurance 

Valley Casket 
Wichmann & Associates 

Jeff Wyler Honda 
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"For you formed my inward parts; 
you knitted me together in my    
mother's womb. I praise you, for I am 
fearfully and wonderfully made. 
Wonderful are your works; my soul 
knows it very well."  
(Psalms 139:13-14 ESV). 
 
October Right to Life Month: 
Please visit the Family for Life table in 
the Gathering Space for prayer cards, 
voting guides and Precious Feet pins. 
The table will be up during October, 
Right to Life month.  You are also  
encouraged to check out the Catholic 
Bishop site (usccb.org) as the bishops 
of the United States are pleased to 
offer, once again to the Catholic 
faithful, Forming Consciences for 
Faithful Citizenship. This statement 
represents their guidance for                  
Catholics in exercising their rights 
and duties as participants in our         
democracy.  
 
Weekly Rosary: Please come and 
join us in praying the rosary every 
Wednesday during October.  Our first 
day is Wednesday, October 7, the 
Memorial of Our Lady of the Rosary. 
The rosary will begin at 7:00PM and 
will include a special intention for the 
week:  
10/7 - Rosary for Life 
10/14 - Rosary to end COVID-19 
10/21 - Rosary for the Sick 
10/28 - the Patriotic Rosary. 
The rosary is Catholic's special           
weapon against the devil and, at this 
time, our country, our parish, and 
our families definitely need to come 
together in prayer. 
 
Rosary Coast to Coast:  Sunday, 
October 11 at 4PM EST Catholics 
across the United States will unite to 
pray the rosary. You are invited to 
join in this extraordinary movement 
of prayer that is designed to heal 
our country and return to holiness. 
The closest site is the Cathedral          
Basilica of St. Peter in Chain, 325 W. 
8th St, Cincinnati.  Meditation will 
start at 3:30 and the rosary at 4:00. 
This will be done on the steps of the 
Cathedral.  The 5th Annual Rosary 
Coast to Coast will be anchored by 

St. Paul Families for Life By Marla Kelly 

the National Rosary Rally in front of 
the US Capitol in Washington DC. 
There is great power in numbers, 
even in Spiritual Battle, so please take 
time on Oct. 11 to join in and pray 
the rosary.    
 
40 Days for Life: In the face of the 
ongoing pandemic, violent anarchy in 
our streets, and the media's                 
promotion of communist and                
anti-family agendas, we have 588 
cities around the world uniting in 
peaceful prayer vigils for the fall 40 
Days for Life.  The event goes from 
Wednesday, September 23 – Sunday, 
November 1 – All Saints!  Once again, 
you can sign up to pray at the 
Planned Parenthood facility at 2314 
Auburn Ave. in Cincinnati. Go to 
40daysforlife.com/Cincinnati to sign 
up and for more information.    

Kentucky General Election 
 Last Day to Register to Vote in the 

General Election: Tuesday, October 6, 
2020 

 Estimated iVoterGuide Release Date 
for General: Tuesday, October 6, 
2020 

 Early Voting for General Election:  
Friday, October 16, 2020 - Monday, 
November 2, 2020 

 General Election Day: Tuesday,           
November 3, 2020 
“The refusal to take sides on great 
moral issues is itself a decision. It is a 
silent acquiescence to evil. The              
Tragedy of our time is that those who 
still believe in honesty lack fire and 
conviction, while those who believe in 
dishonesty are full of passionate         
conviction.”  Archbishop Fulton Sheen 

KROGER COMMUNITY 

REWARDS 
Please consider linking your            
Kroger Rewards Card to St. Paul 
School! Kroger Community                
Rewards is an easy way for our 
Parish Family to support our 
school just by shopping at Kroger! 
YOU still get the fantastic savings…
YOU still get the gas points…OUR 
school gets credit for all the sales 
linked to St. Paul School each 
quarter!  

Here is all you need to do: 

 Visit www.Kroger.com 

 At the bottom of the page under 
“COMMUNITY” click on “Kroger 
Community Rewards.” 

 If you are using digital coupons, 
you already have a digital            
account, so go on to the next 
step. If you do not have a digital 
account, create this first. 

 Click on the link at the end of 
the sentence, “Search for your 
organization here.” 

 When asked to find an               
organization, enter “St. Paul 
School 41042” OR use the          
Organization Number of NP751. 

 Click on “St. Paul School 41042” 
and then click on “Enroll.” 

 THANK YOU! 

This is a no cost way to help          
support the efforts of our school! 
Please watch the next issue of The 
LINK to learn how you can be          
entered in a gift card drawing by 
submitting your Kroger receipt 
that shows your participation in 
the Community Rewards Program 
for St. Paul School. Thank you in 
advance for your consideration in 
joining me with this effort! 

- By Joanne Nesmith, Principal 
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year to support the Giving Tree                
program.  At the time of this writing, 
we are not sure how that program will 
look this year but there will be                
something to fill that need for our area. 

A few cases that contributed to our 
happiness are from last year’s Giving 
Tree program.  One is the mother of six 
children, ages 9, 8, 7, 5, 4, and 2 years, 
whose dads are incarcerated or absent 
from their lives.  Even with her full-time 
job, she could not provide a Christmas 
for her family.  Those children were so 
well behaved and respectful that we 
left the household with smiles on our 
faces.  Another is the grandmother  
raising two grandsons, while she works 
a full-time job.  Her life had been 
turned upside down when these              
children came to live with her.                 
However, those two boys are truly 
blessed to have their grandmother        
loving and caring for them. Our              
Christmas gifts and food for them was 
more than they ever dreamed of and it 
showed in their smiles.  Another family 
needing Christmas help was the 41 year 
old disabled woman, who welcomed 
her daughter and two grandchildren to 
move in with her and her two other 
children. Although there were many 
issues in the household, it was                  
rewarding to see such love among all 
the family members as well as their 
happiness when gifts were delivered to 
them.  

There’s usually a silver lining to be 
found in our home visits that definitely 
provides happiness as we weave our 
“wedding garments.” We try never to 
lose sight of why St. Vincent de Paul 
members were chosen by God and our 
task is to live up to the 
expectations God has 
for us.  If you should 
feel invited to the 
“wedding feast,” don’t 
reject that invitation 
and, thus, leave the 
celebration to others. 

SVdP Treasurer Report for 
 August 2020 

 57 calls serving 126 people and 93 
hours of Vincentians’ time 

 Conference-funded Aid: 
$6,789  ($5,176 for rent, $1,434 for 
utilities, food $129, medical $50) 

 In-Kind Goods:  $3,285 ($1,170            
pantry food, $1,350 furniture             
vouchers, $580 clothing vouchers, 
$185 other) 

 Total Receipts/Income:  $3,410  

St. Vincent de Paul News By Rose Clear 

“Called and Chosen” 

In the Gospel for the 28th Sunday 
in Ordinary Time, the king invites 
guests who do not come, then  
invites anyone they can find to 
come and his hall was filled with 
guests.  But one man was not 
dressed in a “wedding garment” 
and he was ‘cast into the darkness 
outside, where there will be               
wailing and grinding of teeth.’  It 
seems like an extreme punishment 
for not being dressed properly but 
perhaps Jesus is using that as a 
metaphor to represent the                  
lifestyle we choose for ourselves.   
As Vincentians, we put Jesus’ 
teachings into practice and we are 
weaving a very different ‘wedding 
garment’ for ourselves.  We are 
patterned very closely after Our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who made it his 
principal task to assist and care for 
the poor.  Vincentians should then 
be the happiest of people on earth 
to be part of this same mission: to 
assist the Poor.  We often have to 
reflect on why God called/chose 
us to serve the poor. 

Our encounters don’t always lead 
to happiness on our part though it 
generally does for the recipient of 
our assistance.  Happiness can 
come in several different ways.  
First of all, we know God wants us 
to be doing this service and this 
will lead to our reward in heaven 
someday.  Secondly, so much        
happiness is derived from knowing 
we contributed to our neighbors’ 
happiness by letting them know 
someone cares about them and 
helped them get through a difficult 
situation.  Thirdly, there is a 
friendship bonding that occurs 
within our St. Paul Vincentian 
group that contributes to our           
happiness.  We believe you, as 
parishioners, also feel this when 
you come together this time every 

WEDDINGS 
Austin Beck & Abigayle Ziegler 
                      (September 5) 
 
BAPTISMS 
Emerson Lee Nields 
 Daughter of Adam and               

Elizabeth (Leedom) Nields 
 
DEATHS 
Dolores Henson        (August 29) 
John 'Jack' Hearn IV (September 6) 

John 'Jack' Prindle    (September 7) 

The Parish Office will 
be closed Friday,           
October 9 through         
Monday, October 12. 
For an emergency, 

please call the office at 859-371-
8051 and follow the prompts.  
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For more information, see page 4! 
 

To submit articles to The Link, please email your information to TheLink@stpaulnky.org. 
If you are unable to send via email, please drop off a copy at the Parish Office.   

The deadline to submit articles is the 3rd Monday of each month. 


